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DIRECT COMMUNICATION 


WITH TRADERS. 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Devetor- 
_ MENT AND INTELLIGENCB) is a centre at which information on 
. all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
/ enguiries by traders on commercial matters. As tar as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or writing 
application, information with regard to the following 
, Subjects. Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
, turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
‘ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations con- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
‘ete., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, ete. 

' One of the aims of the Department of Overseas Trade is 
to bring its Overseas Services into close personal touch with 
business men, and British firms when sending representa- 
tives abroad are recommended to instruct them to call on 
His Majesty’s Consular Officers in the countries they visit, 
-and on the Commercial Diplomatic Officer in the capital of 
each country and, in the case of the Dominions, on His 
Majesty's Trade Commissioners. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Over 60,000 samples of goods of Foreign manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 





foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department at 3, Guildhall Courtyard, E.C., and are 
uow available for the inspection of British manufacturers, 

The BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, opened on 
Monday, 23rd February, at the Crystal Palace, Birmingham 
and Glasgow, and closed on Friday, 5th March. The Office 
dealing with Fair matters is at 35, Old Queen Street, 
S.W. 1, to which address all enquiries should be made. 

In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with Foreign methods of 
advertising (including German and Austrian), the Board of 
Trade have collected over 13,000 Foreign Trade Catalogues, 
and these may be inspected by British manufacturers at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and _ Inielli- 
gence), 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Compiroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department ot 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 35, 
Old Queen Street, London S.W. 1. 








OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to manu- 
.facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad hefore 
‘they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
. matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private ard confidential, 
\is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s ‘Trade Com- 
‘missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
- Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
.eountries, and is circulated to firms on the Register. as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 

The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
* payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
.the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 


' lt is not open to non-British traders. 

- ' Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
* trade in British-made goods. 

+ Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
-in the Special Register shold communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
Development and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 


i London, E.C. 2. 


. 
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: FORM K. 


Hi.M. Consular Officers have received instructions to 


>< qa°*: 


er" 


and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
- firms in their respective Consular Districts. who can te 
. recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the commercial 
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‘vastness 
ages 


‘furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development - 





and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
Kuropean references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 

In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form K’’ system of information, a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL. 

A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and Britis 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows : — 

1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘I’orm K,” 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the. 
information have to be approved by the Department. At. 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms. 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the, Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street, London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. 


! 
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The Board of Trade. 


COAL. 
THE WEEKLY OUTPUT. 

Provisional figures of the weekly tonnage output of 
coal during the four weeks ended 24th April are given 
below. 

The output for the week ended 24th April was 
4,989,666 tons, against 4,833,072 tons in the previous 
week, and 3,337,793 tons in the corresponding Jong 
week in Northumberland and Durham. 

This is the largest anlput of any week since May, 
1919, exceeding by no less than 79,560 tons the previous 
most productive week, viz., that ending 20th Dec ‘ember, 
1919, when the outturn was 4,910N06 tons. 


drd Apl. 10th Apl. 17th Apl. 24th Apl. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 








Northumberland... 149,080 147,929 233,595 252,417 
RS 511,548 517,151 651,215 687 ,838 
Norkshire _............. 659,805 432.196 784,430 818,738 


Lancashire, Che shire, 

and North Wales .... 517,293 368.471 459,588 467 ,S56 
Derby, Nottingham, 

and Leicester ....... 474,435 961,112 591.569 609.797 
Staffordshire, Shrop- 

shire, Warwick and 





Worcester _........... 317,273 229.845 505,470 375,108 
South Wales and 
Monmouthshire ... 793,375 562.685 977.034 1.014.502 
Other English Dis- 
a a 87.868 64.648 100,739 104.338 
Scotland................ 661, 695 653.776 671.332 659,172 
Total .... 3,979, 747 3.357.793 4.833.072 4 989, 606 


SUMMARY SINCE MAY 31, 1919. 
The total production weekly of coal since 31st May, 
1919, is given below:— 


1919. 1919. 
Tons. Tons. 
May 3lst....... 4,812,595 November 22nd 4,767,578 
June 7th ...... 4,644,934 November 29th 4,762,729 
June 14th ...... 3,256,508 December 6th 4,808,524 
June 21st ...... 4,736,841 December 13th 4,886,156 
June 28th ...... 4,806,933 December 20th 4,910,106 
July Sth... 4,728,588 December 27th 3,352,603 
July 12th ...:.. 4,796,148 
July 19th ...... 3,983,651 1920. 
July 26th ...... 2,537,954 January 3rd ... 3,494 = 
August 2nd_... 3,614,776 January 10th ... 4,540,7 
August 9th 2,642,895 January 17th ... 4,902 903 
, , August 16th 3,726,499 January 24th ... 4, 851,521 
August 23rd 3,989,762 January 31st ... 4,866,066 
August 30th 4,554,983 February 7th ... 4,846,167 
September 6th 4,509,865 February 14th... 4,897,311 
September 13th 4,489,816 February 21st... 4,855,845 
September 20th 4,450,308 February 28th 4,835 928 
September 27th 4,481,434 March 6th ...... 4,852,42 
October 4th ... 2,871,610 March 13th ... 4.909.640 
October 11th ... 4,076,862 March 20th ... 4,872,642 
October 18th ... 4,727,465 March 27th ... 4,879,192 
October 25th ... 4,761,037 April 3rd__...... 3,979,747 
November (st... 4,674,532 April 10th ...... 3,337,793 
November 8th 4,804,456 April 17th ...... 855,072 
November 15th 4,679,402 April 24th ...... 1,989 666 


PROFITEERING ACT DEPARTMENT. 


CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 

The twenty-sixth meeting of the Standing Committee 
on Trusts was held on April 27th, 1920, when certain 
correspondence connected with Electrical Lamps, Sew- 
ing Cotton, Newspaper Profits and Artificial Silk was 
considered. Mr. P. J. Agnew and Mr. J. E. Baker. 
M.B.F., M.A., [.L.B., were appointed to the Glass- 
ware Sub-Committee. 

Meetings of Sub-Committees of the Standing Com- 
mittee on Trusts took place on the same date as follows: 

















Uniform Clothing Sub-Committee.—Ninth meeting. 
The Draft, Report was considered and it was decided to 
ohtein further information hefore the final Report was 
prepared, 







i 


—— 


THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 





Stone, Bricks and Clayware Sectional Committee oj 
the Building Materials Sub-Committee (Prices and 
Trusts).—Seventh meeting. The question of the presen; 
high price of Scottish quarrystone was discussed and the 
Sub-Committee decided to obtain further evidence oy 
the subject at the next meeting. A draft report oy 
bricks is being prepared. 

Grlassware Sub- Committee.—First meeting. Mr. P. fF 
Rowsell, J.P., was elected Chairman and method of pro- 
cedure outlined. 

Cotton Sub-Committee.—Seventh meeting. The fina] 
Report is now in course of preparation. 

lron and Steel Products Sub-Committee.—Sixth meet. 
ing. Evidence ti aken from representatives of iron and 
steel products manutacturers. 

Fruit Prices Sub-Committee.—Seventh meeting, Sub. 
Committee discussed certain correspondence 

On the same date the Dyes and Dvestuffs ‘Sub-Com. 
mittee of the Standing Comittee on Trusts held their 
fifth meeting, when a deputation of dyers, finishers, 
bleachers and printers was received. Further evidenee 
was obtained from representatives of the Dve Industry, 

On the same date the Meat Sub-Committee of the 
Standing Committee on Trusts held them tourth meet- 
ing and elected Mr. H. W. Macrosty Chairman vice 
the Hon. H. Woodhouse, who resigned on 25th March, 
1920. 

The Hosiery Sub-Committee of the Investigation of 
Prices Standing Committee also met on the same date 
and the Se cretary was instructed to invite the National 
Federation of Hosiery Manufacturers to select the 
names of representative firms to whom a questionnaire 
may be sent, or in the alternative the _ stionnaire 
would be directed to al] the lle mibe Ys of the ! H “ecerati Lon, 
The Secretary was further instructed to obtain from 
the Board of Trade particulars as tothe extent of hosiery 
voods that are being imported into this country at 
the present time, also from what sources and in what 
proportions. 

The Central Committee held their third meeting on 
30th April, at 80, Pall Mall, London, S.W. 1. 





DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 





PASSENGERS TO THE UNITED STATES OF 

It is anticipated that large numbers of visitors from 
the United States of America will be coming to this 
country during the summer months, and that many ot 
them will have reserved westward passages in ad- 
vance. United Kinedom firms contemplating sending 
representatives to the United States during the autwnn 
should therefore bear in mind that it may be difficult 
to obtain accommodation at short notice. 


_—- —_——— 


H.M. SENIOR TRADE COMMISSIONER IN 
CANADA. 

The ‘‘ Montreal Gazette ’’ of 13th April announced 
that H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in Canada (Capt. 
m. 2. Edwards) had opened new otfices at 248, MM. 
James’ Street, Montreal. These are provided with a 
mercantile library and sample rooms for the use ol 
Canadian merchants, and also an office thoroughly 
equipped for the use of British merchants visiting 
Montreal who may need such accommodation during 
their stay there. In an interview Capt. Zdwards 1s 
reported as saying, ‘‘ What we are trying to clo is to 
make this office a place of real assistance to Canadian 
importers and exporters, as well as to British trade 
representatives coming to Canada. 

“‘The result has already been apparent in the fact 
that our visitors on business affairs, both Canadian 
and from Great Britain, have more than doubled. 
British representatives are now bringing out samples 
of their best and latest products, and a serious offor 
is being made to incre ase Empire trade, both export 
and import, in Canada.”’ 








_ 
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Special Articles. 





FRANCE’S FINANCIAL POSITION. 





THE BUDGET PROPOSALS. 





(From H.M, Ambassador.) 
PaRIs. 


The French Chamber is now dealing expeditiously 
with section after section of the detailed proposals of 
ihe Budget which was introduced by the Government 
on 12th April. 

It has been estimated, on data furnished by the 
Ministry of Finance, that when the whole of the I'rench 
public debt has been funded and normal budget 
conditions re-established, such public debt might be in 
the neighbourhood of about 200,000 million francs, and 
that the expenditure of a normal French budget in the 
near future might be in the neighbourhood of about 
90,500 millions. 

PRESENT PosITION. 


Such normal conditions have, of course, not yet been 
established, and, in order to draw a clear distinction 
between what may be regarded as normal expenditure 
in the future and what should be included under the 
heading of extraordinary expenditure due to the war, 
the Government have divided their Budget into three 
sections :— 

(1) The ordinary budget, comprising the normal ex- 
penditure of the State. 

(2) The extraordinary budget, consisting of excep- 
tional expenditure resulting from the war, and 

(3) A budget comprising the expenditure recoverable 
from the enemy under the Peace Treaty. 

The total of these three sections, as estimated by the 
Minister of Finance, is about 50,500 millions, that part 
of the budget which is comprised under the heading 
of the ordinary budget being 17,800 millions, or a little 
more than 2,500 millions below the amount which such 
budget has been estimated to reach in the near future 
when provision will have to be made for the payment of 
interest on further loans. 

Provided therefore that compensation can in fact be 
secured from Germany, the situation is not so unfavour- 
able as might at first sight appear, although it may 
well be that a normal French budget in the future will 
de nearer the estimate made by Monsieur de Lasteyrie, 
namely, in the neighbourhood of about 30,000 millions. 

Monsieur de Lasteyrie, whose competence in financial 
questions was universally recognised when he was an 
oficial, is one of the members of the Finance Committee 
of the Chamber who drew up the report on the proposal 
for raising fresh taxation now being discussed. 

Since existing French taxation is only estimated to 
yield, during the present year, about 11,000 millions, 
there remain nearly 40,000 millions to be raised by other 
means. The fresh taxation to be imposed is calculated 
to bring in a further 8,500 millions, which, together 
with 3,000 millions from the sale of army stocks, will 
place at the disposal of the French Treasury a sum 
of over 22,000 millions. The Government further pro- 
pose to affect economies to the amount of 8,000 millions, 
and the rest of the money to be required in order to 
balance the budget will be raised by loans. Such, in 
short, is the financial situation as it at present exists, 
and as it was stated in the Chamber of Deputies by the 
Minister of Finance on 29th March last. 

In the report of the Finance Committee of the 
Chamber on the Bill at present before the French 
Parliament, it is clearly indicated that the increases of 
taxation estimated to bring in 8,500 millions are not 
intended to defray any expenditure which properly falls 
to the charge of Germany, and that all advances on 
‘count of that expenditure are only made by France 
48 in the nature of a loan, while the burden of the extra- 


ordinary budget must, on grounds of justice and equity, 


assumed by further generations, and the immediate 





SPECIAL ARTICLES—continued. 





expenditure under this heading consequently discharged 
out of the proceeds of loans. In short, provided that 
about 8,000 million francs worth of economies be 
effected, and about 8,500 million francs of fresh taxa- 
tion be raised, the Committee are of opinion that the 
future is safe, however unpleasant the present financial 
position may be. 


DIRECT TAXATION. 


Having definitely put on one side any scheme for 
the taxation of capital as such, the Committee examina 
the manner in which 8,500 millions of extra taxes can 
be raised within the limits of existing methods of taxa- 
tion. They point to the well-known fact, that, until the 
end of the 19th century, the greater part of the State’s 
revenues was raised by indirect taxation, that the Law 
creating a tax on the income of ‘‘ valeurs mobilieres ”’ 
was only passed in 1872, while the general income tax 
was only voted in 1914, and put into operation, as well 
as the tax on salaries and wages, in 1917-18. The war 
broke out at the very time when France was slowly 
transforming her fiscal system. The transformation 
was being effected by experts, who, looking to the 
future, saw that the basis was not broad enough on 
which to found the inevitable great increase of public 
charges due to the greater activities of the State in 
every field. Because the Law is recent, because the 
French taxpayers have not accomplished their fiscal 
duty with sufficient sincerity, because the officials 
whose duty it was to estimate the new tax were not 
sufficiently numerous during the war, and will be unable 
for some time to come to arrive at correct estimates, the 
income tax declarations have been too rare, too many 
have been inaccurate, and too few have been checked. 
This must be changed, and the Committee look to 
the income tax for a substantial portion ef the addi- 
tional sums to be raised. 


ImMpots CEDULAIRES ET [Mpot GENFRAL. 


So much has been said about the income tax and 
the difficulties which attend its levy in France, that it 
may not be out of place to summarise briefly, with 
comment, the remarks contained in the report prepared 
by Monsieur de Lasteyrie, and annexed to the report 
of the above-mentioned Committee. 


The French general income tax, as established by the Law 
of 29th December, 1915, was at the rate of 2 per cent. This 
was subsequently raised to 10 per cent. by the Law of 30th 
December, 1916, to 12°50 per cent. by the Law of 31st July, 
1917, and finally, to 20 per cent. by the Law of 29th June, 
1918. In round figures the tax should have yielded the 
following results :— 


Amount 
Rate. taxable. Tax. 
Year. Per cent. Millions. Millions. 
SD: : chabudsnitehends 2 5,047 45°5 
SID >. caitaaciaid saint iaicla 12°50 7,055 230 
BD cciedenabaaiis 12-50 8,297 483 
I iis cinuiidienien 20 8,185 440-5 


To these figures, for the years 1918 and 1919, must be 
added the ‘‘impots cedulaires’’ established by the Law of 
3lst July, 1917. In 1918 the ‘‘impots cedulaires ’’ should 
have yielded 273 millions, and in 1919, 201 millions, which 
added to the totals given above for the general income tax, 
give a total for the two categories of 756 millions, and 6414 
millions in 1918 and 1919 respectively. It is indeed esti- 
mated that hardly 45 per cent. of the recoverable amount 
. direct taxation has been collected since the beginning of 
the war. 


TAXATION DiFFICULTIES DURING THE War. 


The reasons for this state of affairs are numerous. In the 
first place, the ten invaded Departments have been unable 
to contribute anything. (This argument is contained in the 
report, but hardly appears to have any bearing on the 
question since it is the response to the demand which is 
being examined, and no demand can, in fact, have been 
made in the invaded Departments.) In the second place, 
eight million men were mobilised and were entitled to defer 
payments in respect of any taxes to the payment of which 
they were liable. The same privilege was extended to the 
inhabitants of the army zone, to refugees and to the land- 
lords who, being unable to collect their rents owing to the 
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moratorium, could not be made to pay income tax on an 
income which they did not receive. The vast majority 
availed themselves of this privilege. Moreover, another 
reason for the discrepancy between the amount leviable and 
the amount actually recovered, resides in the fact that the 
Government were deprived of the services of so many civil 
servants. Thus, whereas assessors and supervisors (con- 
troleurs du service actif) numbered 1,006 on Ist January, 
1914, this number fell to 952 on Ist January, 1915, and was 
respectively 982 on lst January, 1916, 950 on lst January, 
1917, 929 on Ist January, 1918, and 900 on Ist January, 
1919. Such a situation would already have made it almost 
impossible to ensure the collection of the pre-war taxes, 
which hardly varied from year to year, but to this scarcity 
of Government officials must be added the extra work in- 
volved in making the elaborate calculations required for the 
assessment of the new taxes and in coping with the con- 
tinual changes introduced. Thus, for instance, in 1918, 
hardly had assessments been made in accordance with the 
stipulations of the Law of 3lst July, 1917, when the Law 
of 29th June, 1918, modified all these calculations and en- 
tailed a delay of six months for the preparation of fresh 
returns. These facts, among others, are sufficient to show 
the difficulties which, in a country of meticulous preparation 
like France, hindered the effective operation of the Law 
relating to direct taxes. 

The same difficulties which attended the assessment of the 
taxes have also attended their collection. The tax collec- 
tors were not only reduced in number, but had vurious duties 
placed upon them with regard to payments in connection 
with requisitions, gratuities, etc., which made it absolutely 
impossible for them to collect, in time, even the taxes which 
had been assessed. The Ministry of Finance is suffering 
from the same complaint, and there are not enough officials 
to deal with the various operations connected with the col- 
lection and disbursement of the vast sums now included in 
the French budget. 

Errect or Recent Taxation CHANGES. 

Above all, it must be noted that the incidence of taxation 
has been changed to the detriment of the State, for whereas 
French taxation in the past covered the immense majority 
of the Frefich people, the income tax and assimilated taxes, 
owing to the various exemptions provided by the Law, are 
only paid by a much smaller proportion of the population 
than 1s the case, for instance, in the United Kingdom. Thus 
the ‘‘contribution personnelle”’ was paid in 1913 by 8,466,000) 
persons, and brought in a sum of 83,419,000 francs, or an 
average of 10 francs a head, whereas in 1919 the general 
income tax was only payable by 5U0,0U0 persons, and thus 
nearly eight million taxpayers were exempted from any 
direct personal payment, with a loss to the Treasury of 
nearly 80 millions. Again in 1913 those who paid the ‘‘impot 
des patentes’’ numbered 2,309,000, and in 1915, owing to 
the German invasion, this number was reduced to 1,918,000. 
In 1917 this tax was abolished and the ‘‘impot cedulaire”’ on 
income and industrial profits was put into operation. The 
number of people paying the tax fell at once from 1,918,000 
to 772,000, that is to say, that 1,146,000 small traders and 
manufacturers suddenly found themselves exempted from 
making any direct contribution to the State. The same 
argument, in the same ratio, applies to land. Finally, a 
further reason for the inadequate operation of the Law 
resides in the fact that the ‘‘impot cedulaire ’’ on wages 
brings in less than half the figure it ought to yield. The 
majority of workmen have simply torn up the notices sent 
to them, and not one of them has been prosecuted, while, 
in the case of the general income tax, which, in theory, is 
payable by everyone who earns more than 3,000 francs a 
year, and which should obviously be paid by nearly every- 
body, since there is no workman in any town, and no small 
tradesman, who does not make more than 10 francs a day ; 
only 500,000 persons were in fact assessed, as stated above, 
during the past year. 

Monsieur de Lasteyrie points out, with justice, that income 
tax and assimilated taxes in France can never be made to 
yield the sums which the income tax yields in England, since 
France is a country of small incomes, the majority of which 
escape taxation by the very terms of the Law. Thus the 
general income tax only reached } or : of the total of 
French fortunes, and in its maximum rates is only paid 
by a few hundred taxpayers. In spite of these general con- 
siderations, however, there can be no doubt that the French 
income tax can yield better results than in the past, and the 
first condition to attain this end is to place the Government 
in a position to assess it, and to obtain its payment. The 
report recommends that measures be taken to put these 
means at the disposal of the Government. A second 
necessary measure is to ensure that the taxpayers shal] not 
attempt to defraud the Treasury, and measures to this end 
are to be considered by a special sub-committee. 
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New Rates. 

Apart from the question of the exact payment of thes 
taxes, the Committee approve of the principle of raising th 
rates. The Government proposed that the rate of the 
‘‘impots cedulaires’”’ should be raised by 50 per cent., thy 
the maximum rate of the general income tax should be raised 
to 30 per cent. with a super-tax of 5 decimes. and ay jp. 
crease of 25 per cent. in the case of bachelors, while {hy 
exemption limit should be raised from 3,000 to 4,500 frang 
In his report Monsieur de Lasteyrie points out that they 
proposals would amount, in the case of large incomes, to, 
tax of over 70 per cent., and the committee according) 
reject them and recommend : — ; 

(1) To increase the percentage rate of the “impoy 
cedulaires’’ by 60 per cent. to 100 per cent. to th 
schedule. 

(2) To double the maximum rate of the general incon, 
tax, which would thus be 40 per cent. 

(3) To raise the limit of exemption. 

Further, with regard to agricultural profits (beneficg 
agricoles), the Government and the Committee propose that 
the revenue, on which the tax is to be collected, shall by 
estimated to be double the letting value, as in the Unite 
Kingdom, instead of half the letting value, as hitherto, and 
with regard to commercial profits (benefices commerciauy), 
that each trader or manufacturer with a turnover of ove 
50,000 francs shall be obliged to make a declaration to that 
effect. 

So far as the gencral income tax is concerned, the Com. 
mittee propose :— 

(1) To double the limit of exemption from 3,000 t 
6,000 francs. 

(2) To double the maximum rate as above-mentioned. 

(3) To establish a super-tax of 10 per cent. in the case 
of bachelors. 

(4) To increase exemptions on account of family 
charges to the amount of 3,000 francs for married tax. 
pavers, and to 1,500 and 2,000 francs for each child. 

K;sTIMATED YIELD. 

With all these modifications it is expected that the various 
‘“impots cedulaires’ will bring in 1,604 million franc 
instead of 754 million francs as in the past, and that the 
veneral income tax will yield 650 millions instead of 470 
millions, the relatively small yield of the latter tax being 
due to the increase in the exemptions accorded. Moreover, 
it is expected that 300 millions to 350 millions increase can 
be obtained by making people pay who have hitherto avoided 
paynient, and that the general income tax will thus yield 
about 1,000 million francs. The total increase is therefore 
estimated at about 1,380 million francs. I[t must always he 
remembered in connection with all these taxes that the rate 
is not uniform for all French citizens enjoying the same 
income, but varies according to the locality in which they 
reside. | 

Distinctions are also drawn in the case of other taxes, 
and this custom must obviously add considerably to the 
difficulties of the revenue authorities. 


On the assumption that these figures be reached, 
there remain about 7,100 million frances of new resources 
to be created, since the object of the new Law is't 
raise about 8,500 millions of fresh taxation. The Com 
mittee cast aside the proposal made by Monsieur Klota 
to raise 800 millions by a tax on increments of land 
value, as they consider that its discussion would be 
lengthy, the procedure for raising it cumbersome, and 
that such a source of revenue should be left to be 
devoted to the purposes of municipal government. 
They adopt the proposal of Monsieur Klotz to raise 
160 millions by increases of the stamp duty (droits 
d’enregistrement) on sales, adding to his proposal & 
duty of 5 per cent. on the sale of ships, estimated to 
produce 10 million francs, and an amendment with 
regard to the sale of real property, estimated to produce 
from 4,000,000 to 5,000,000 francs, the total increase 
being therefore 173 million francs. 


INDIRECT TAXES. 


Turning from direct taxation, the Committee recom 
mend a supertax of 400 francs a hectolitre on alcohol, 
which, on a basis of consumption of 800,000 hectolitres 
a year, and with a deduction of 50 franes in favour 
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F iocal budgets, should bring in 280 millions to the 


~offers of the State. Moreover, the ad valorem duty 
op spirituous liquors is to be raised from 20 per cent. 
to 25 per cent., with a consequent increase of 85 million 
‘anes, and the ad valorem duty on luxury wines, 
which is to be raised from 10 per cent. to 15 per cent., 
is estimated to bring in an additional 7,500,000 francs. 
Increases ON the stamping of platinum, gold and silver 
yrticles (8 millions), the tax on playing cards (one 
million), the tax on public amusements (20 millions), 
and the new duties on public conveyances and private 
motors (20 millions), should yield about 50 millions. 
\]] these increases represent about 423 million franes 
additional taxation. | . 

Again, 170 millions are to be raised by consumption 
taxes in respect of coffee, tea, chocolate, chicory, 
glucoses, etc., and together with increased taxation on 
wine (630 millions), on cider (30 millions), on beer (27 
millions) and on mineral waters (five millions), bring 
in a further total of 687 millions, making the grand 
total of increases of indirect taxes 1,285 millions, and 
till leaving 5,400 millions to be found of the requisite 
total of 8,500 millions. 

Tax oN TURNOVER. 

Various increases on certain stamp duties and other 
small increases (for instance, shooting licences and 
other resources of this nature) are estimated to produce 
950 millions, thus reducing the deficit to 5,150 millions. 
New taxes on candles, electricity, petrol, etc., are 
expected to produce about 80 millions, and the sum 
remaining to be found is thus, in round figures, about 
5000 millions. This sum it is proposed to raise by a 
“Taxe sur le chiffre d’affaires.’’ The ‘‘Taxe sur le 
chiffre d’aftaires ’’ is to consist of the levy of a per- 
centage payment on the turnover of every business. 
Such a percentage is to be at the rate of one per cent., 
with the exception of articles of luxury (objets de 
luxe) on which the rate is to be 10 per cent. The Com- 
wittee quite recognise the fact that this tax will 
increase the cost to the public, but they consider that 
no other tax is capable of producing the very large sum 
required, and that its levy will be attended with little 
difficulty. The estimate that this tax should bring in 
at least 5,000 millions a year is based on the calcu- 
lation made by Monsieur Klotz that the retail trade 
sid for 10,000 millions of luxury goods and 60,000 


millions oi other goods, or a total of 70,000 millions, - 


that the goods sold before they reached the retail trade, 
passed through four intermediaries, and that conse- 
quently there are on an average five transactions in 
respect of each article on which the Treasury will raise 
five times the tax of one per cent. It is, of course, to 
be observed that the value of the articles sold increases 
% it approaches the point where it is retailed to the 
public, but, in spite of the fact that the tax will be 
lower in money value as it is raised, and in any case 
that this tax constitutes the only means of raising it. 
With regard to the 10 per cent. on luxury goods, a 
serious difficulty resides in levying this tax since the 
retailer will have two categories of goods, one owing one 
per cent. and the other owing 10 per cent. The Com- 
mittee estimate that the only way to get over this 
difficulty is to attempt, as far as possible, to impose the 
lax of 10 per cent. at the source, and not levy it on the 
retailer, who would thus only be subject to the general 
tax of one per cent. Means are being studied to effect 
this purpose, and with this reservation the tax of 10 
per cent. on the sale of luxury goods is maintained. 

_Itis to be observed that the 10 per cent. luxury tax 
8 applicable to expenditure incurred in hotels which 
are classified as being ‘‘ hotels de luxe,’’ and that the 
tax is not levied in hotels which are not so classified. 
The Committee propose to institute an intermediate 
category of hotels in which luxury tax shall be 5 per 
cent. on the turnover, as they recognise that many 
hotels in the provinces are placed in the category of 

tels de luxe ’’ with very little justification. 
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THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


A COMMERCIAL SURVEY. z- 

We propose to make at regular intervals of three 
months a general commercial survey of the United 
Kingdom by gathering together those facts and figures 
which illustrate its progress towards economic recovery. 
Various features, such as those of the value and volume 
of external trade, and of the movements in exchanges 
and finance, are already dealt with in detail in periodical 
articles. A general survey must inevitably overlap 
now and then these special examinations, and draw 
attention to the same points which have been already 
emphasised. That cannot be aleogether avoided. Put 
repetition of this kind will not be wholly a disadvantage 
if, by bringing together as many facts and considera- 
tions as possible, we are able to preserve a sense of pro- 
portion, and relate to one another the various spheres 
of commercial and financial activity. Overseas trade 
always receives more attention and precise examination 
than internal trade because far more statistics are 
periodically available. Overseas trade is carried on in 
a blaze of international publicity, while internal trade 
pursues its course almost unseen and unregarded except 
by those persons actually engaged in specific industries. 
And even they know little of what goes on in industries 
other than their own. 








PRODUCTION. 

Precise estimates of production in British industries 
during the first three months of this year are avail- 
able only in a few cases. But in each of these cases 
the output increased considerably. The monthly aver- 
age of the coal mined during this period was 21,063,000 
metric tons, as against the 19,731,000 metric tons 
which on the average were mined in each month of 
1919. The monthly output of pig iron increased from 
627,000 metric tons in 1919 to 681,000 metric tons 
during the first quarter of 1920; and of crude steel 
(ingots and castings) the output rose from 669,000 
metric tons to 810,000 metric tons. There was also 
an expansion in shipbuilding. During the last quarter 
of 1919 2,994,249 gross tons of shipping were under con- 
struction, 603,632 gross tons were begun, and 459,354 
gross tons were launched. For the first quarter of 1920 
the corresponding figures are 3,394,425 gross tons under 
construction, 708,031 gross tons begun, and 454,294 
sross tons launched. These facts are all rather meagre 
but they do indicate a considerable advance in pro- 
ductivity. 

EMPLOYMENT. 

The state of employment throughout the country is 
perhaps best indicated by the registers at the Employ- 
ment Exchanges of those who have applied for and still 
require employment. These registers do not include the 
names of all who are at any moment out of work, but 
they are at least representative. Taken as a whole they 
show a noteworthy decrease of unemployment. At 
the beginning of January they contained the names of 
just over 500,000 men. A month later the number 
was 443,000 and at the beginning of April it had dropped 
below 291,000. On the other hand the number of 
women registered as out of work actually increased from 
40,000 in January to 47,000 at the beginning of April. 
As against this figure at; the beginning of April it may, 
however, be noted that the number of registered 


vacancies for women was 50,000—half as much 
again as the number of unfilled vacancies for 
men. Throughout the three months _ about 


20,000 juvenile workers were registered as out of work. 
The decrease of unemployment among men was chiefly 
due to the employment, of a greater number in the metal 
trades and in the building trades. The cause was in 
one case the termination of the long moulders’ strike 
towards the end of January, and in the other demands 
for houses and the openness of the weather, which was 
unusually favourable for building. This-is shown by 
the number of unemployment books remaining lodged 
at different dates under the National Unemployment 
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Insurance Acts of 1911 and 1916. In January the total 
number was 245,000. By 1st April it had fallen to under 
139,000. Of this 139,000 about 112,000 were books 
belonging to men. So that the insured men who found 
employment during this period amounted to over 
104,000, and all but 5,000 of those found employment 
in the industries insured under the Act of 1911, i.e.. 
the building trades, construction of works, engineering, 
shipbuilding, iron founding, construction of vehicles, 
saw-mills. Unemployment was fairly constant until 
the latter part of January, when the moulders’ strike 
came to an end. Then over 77,000 men found employ- 
ment in four weeks. Thereafter an additional 29,000 
or so were absorbed into industry during the remainder 
of this period. 

The proportion of unemployment among the members 
of certain Trade Unions from which statistics are 
obtained dropped from about 3-2 per cent. in January 
to 11 per cent. at the end of March. The number of 
unemployed men and women insured under the Unem- 
ployment Insurance Acts of 1911 and 1916 fell from 
6°58 per cent. of the total number insured in January 
to 3°63 per cent. at the end of March. The persons 
covered by these two returns are to a certain extent 
the same, but the Trade Union returns probably in- 
clude a larger proportion of highly skilled workmen 
than the returns under the Insurance Acts. The figures 
would thus indicate that the percentage of unemploy- 
ment among the highly skilled workers was low, but 
that among the less skilled it was considerably higher. 
Of unskilled labour the supply was at least as great 
as the demand during the period in question, and for 
dock and riverside labourers, for example, employment 
varied widely. 

SHIPPING FREIGHTS. 

There is general expectation of a fall in shipping 
freights which has been only postponed by the 
recent announcements of certain increases. The out- 
ward North Atlantic freights have as from 19th April 
been increased by from about 25 per cent. to 50 per 
cent. This is due mainly to the constant increase in 
the expenses of running liner services, and also probably 
to the fall in the level of imports into the United King- 
dom from North America, which coincides with a heavy 
increase in exports to North America, which in the 
case of certain commodities were well above the 1913 
level. Outward Eastern freight rates were recently 
increased by 25 per cent., and the North Brazilian and 
South African rates were also raised by smaller amounts. 
Other markets retain their general level, though 
decreases are reported on a few homeward rates. Time 
charter rates for 12 months are now substantially less 
than earlier in the year, the figures being 24s. and 30s. 
a ton respectively. Freights, however, are bound to 
be affected by new tonnage, as it comes into the market. 
The total estimated tonnage under construction in the 
world on 31st March last was 7,950,000 tons. 

At the same time the cost of building new ships to-day 
is not less than 200 per cent. higher than that of build- 
ing before the war. The costs of running vessels, too, 
are at present very much increased owing principally 
to three causes— increased wages, rise in the price of 
bunker coals, and delay owing to congestion in ports. 
As regards the increase of wages, whereas the ordinary 
monthly wages of an A.B. before the war were about 
£5 a month they are now £15. The price of bunkers at 
coal ports in the United Kingdom for foreign-going 
vessels was before the war in the neighbourhood of 10s. ; 
owing to the continuous shortage of output from the 
coal mines and the great demands for other purposes 
the price of bunkers rose to as high a figure as 120s. 
(at Cardiff). This rise caused the shipowners to 
approach the coalowners with a view to coming to some 
agreement as to the price of bunkcrs, and a 
voluntary arrangement has now been come to 
whereby the price of unscreened bunkers at the coal 
ports is fixed at from 72s. 6d. to 75s. This leaves the 
price at such a port as London still very high, about 
114s. The price in the Islands and other similar bunker- 
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ing stations can be estimated from the fact that the 
present export price of the kind of coal which would be 
shipped is in the region of 115s., and the freight to St. 
Vincent, for example, would be about 37s. 6d. 

Dock CONGESTION. 

The above remarks will show that even if the ship- 
ping business was all plain sailing the level of freight, 
must remain very much higher than before the war, ag 
there seems a very small prospect of either coal o@ 
labour costs diminishing. At the same time a large 
element in the present high level of freights is the long 
delay which attends shipping in port. The position jg 
fortunately a good deal better than last year, as the 
accompanying figures of ships waiting for berths in the 
chief ports show. Other investigations have shown 
that taking the North Atlantic trade as typical, the 
average time taken for a round voyage in 1913 wag 
345 days, but in 1919 43°5 days, of which respectively 
20°3 and 21°5 days were spent at sea. Actually the 
time spent in ports abroad was less in 1919 than ip 
1918, and the big increase in the length of the round 
vayage was wholly attributable to the time spent in 
United Kingdom ports, which increased from 6:86 jp 
1913 to to 15°5 days in 1919. Thse figures relate to 
June, July and August of the two years. 

The average number of vessels kept waiting for berths 
at four of the principal ports of the United Kingdom 
for each month from January, 1919 to April, 1920:— 


London. Liverpool. Hull. Glasgow. 
1919 January ............ — — — l 
February .......... — — — — 
eer — — — — 
Oe — 1 — — 
eee 6 11 -— —~ 
EE iieiknaiichdunaes + 17 — — 
ED ancsitiiondsannens 11 16 — — 
BED: vittnderneses 11 38 12 & 
September ........ 12 29 20 l 
I, suitdnisnidetsinctia 16 2A 25 ~ 
November ........ 11 17 23 ~ 
December ......... 30 22 6 — 
1920 January ........... 31 25 2 —- 
February .......... 15 28 = -- 
DEE: Sincienaatnnss + 13 —— _- 
EE eiiiscbcndiinbinins 1 11 —- + 


The figures given above relate to ordinary commercial 
vessels other than those in the coal trade, and while 
they, as is pointed out, show a continuous improvement 
the position in the coal trade is getting seriously worse. 
From the beginning of the year great numbers of coal 
vessels, mostly foreigners or on foreign account, have 
been waiting at the coal ports for cargoes which are 
most. urgently required in France and other countries 
where the home output is still very much lower than 
normal. On Ist January, 1920, 633 vessels were in 
dock at the chief South Wales ports, and these had 
increased to 863 on 15th April, and they did not include 
the shipping which was waiting outside the ports in the 
Barry and Swansea roads, which are understood to have 
numbered not much less than 100. That such a large 
amount of shipping should be kept idle so long—and 
many of these vessels have to wait several weeks for 
their cargoes—cannot but have an adverse effect upot 
the general shipping situation and on the freights for 
general cargo. The coal situation is indeed of cardinal 
importance in regard to the whole transport position. 


RAILWAY CONGESTION. 


Dock congestion is naturally related to the question 
of congestion on the railways, which was very acute 
during the whole of last year, and, of course, has by 
no means entirely disappeared. The railways have, 
however, now so increased their working that the ton- 
nage of general merchandise as forwarded and received 
by rail through the London docks during 1919 showed 
an increase of 120,000 tons over the figures for 1918, 1 
other words about 5 per cent. Again, the tonnage, 
excluding coal and coke, carried from Liverpool by 
was in 1919 greater by 880,000 tons, or 26 per cent. 
than in 1918. It is probably unnecessary to recapitu- 
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late the several causes which contribute to the pro- 
longed congestion of the railways, but attention may 
be usefully called to what is perhaps the main 
cause, namely, the shortage of coastwise shipping, or 
rather its relative inefficiency at present owing to port 
congestion. So marked was this feature that in August 
last a scheme was established whereby goods which had 
to be moved from port to port, either for export or 
after import, were compulsorily diverted from rail 
transport to coasting shipping, the excess of the shipping 
freights over the railway rates being reimbursed to the 
trader. The position at that time was accentuated by 
the very large disparity between the level of coasting 
freights, and that of the railway rates which were not 
such as to make the railways self-supporting. The 
general increase in railway rates in January, 1920, and 
the efforts which have been made to bring a larger 
volume of tonnage into the coasting trade, in fact as 
much as can really be accommodated, have now so far 
improved the position that it is hoped that the subsidy 
need not be continued much longer. The present posi- 
tion as regards congestion on the railways is full 
discussed in the “‘ Statement as to Railways ”’ (cmd. 
654) issued by the Ministry of Transport. The chief 
features are that: with diminished rolling stock the rail- 
ways are now carrying considerably more passengers 
than in 1913, and about the same volume of goods, but 
for on the whole longer distances. 

The actual deficiency in numbers of locomotives and 
wagons as compared with 1913 figures is now being 
rapidly made up; and another evil, namely, the undue 
detention of wagons by traders, has also been miti- 
gated, as a result of the increase in demurrage charges 
imposed on the advice of the Rates Advisory Com- 
mittee. The detention of wagons in February showed 
a decrease of 42 per cent. on December last, a saving 
of over 150,000 wagons days. On the whole, there- 
fore, the prospects of a return to normal conditions 
in the railways are hopeful. 


THE FLOATING DEBT. 


The course of National Revenue and Expenditure 
need only be discussed in their bearing upon the dead 
weight debt, and the floating debt in particular. Trade 
recovery is so greatly dependent upon a reduction in 
the floating debt that the subject is of importance in 
this survey. 

The revenue and expenditure for the financial year 
1919-1920 proved to be much more favourable than 
was anticipated by the Chancellor in October last. 
Revenue amounted to 1,339} millions, or 171 millions 
more than the estimate, while expenditure was 1,665? 
millions, or 233 millions higher than was forecasted. 
Instead of an expected deficit of 4732 millions, the 
actual deficit was 326} millions. As a result of the heavy 
yield from direct taxation in the last quarter of the 
financial year a steady reduction of the dead-weight 
debt has been taking place since the end of 1919. The 
decrease was largely in floating debt, the reduction of 
which was to some degree reflected in the fall of the 
circulation of Treasury notes. The Chancellor in his 
Budget statement incdicated that £100,000,000 of 
floating debt had been paid off during the financial 
year, and it is satisfactory to know that Ways and 
Means advances from the Bank of England, which stood 
at 228} millions a year ago, had been completely wiped 
out by 8lst March, 1920. Borrowing from the Bank 
of England is an immediate cause of inflation of credit, 
which in turn leads to inflated prices; consequently it 
8 in every way desirable to have no outstanding 
advances from the Bank of England. Since the end 
of March, however, the Treasury note circulation has 
heen increased by the Easter demand for currency, 
while the non-renewal by the banks of Treasury Bills 
falling due in the first ten days of April, rendered 
hecessary an advance of £55,000,000 in Ways and Means 
from the Bank of England. A rise in the rate of 
interest on Treasury Pills ensued, which was followed 
on 15th April by an increase in the Bank Rate from 
6 per cent. to 7 per cent. The higher rate for Treasury 
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Bills has attracted large subscriptions, and Ways and 
Means advances have been repaid to the extent of/144 
millions, leaving 403 millions still outstanding with the 
Bank of England. The Chancellor estimates that dur- 
ing the coming year expenditure will be 1,184 millions 
and revenue 1,418 millions, thus leaving a balance of 
234 millions for the repayment of debt. From this 234 
millions several statutory sinking funds have to be pro- 
vided for various war issues, and a certain amount set 
aside to allow for possible payment of excess profits 
duty and death duties in War Loan scrip, so that the 
actual amount available for reduction of fiouting debt 
becomes about 70 millions. 

Further, the Treasury have decided to offer for public 
subscription 5-15-year Treasury Eonds, issued at, par, 
the entire proceeds of which will be available for reduc- 
ing the floating debt. 


ISsuES oF CAPITAL. 

Activity in legitimate commerce and in speculation 
is shown by the large subscriptions to new issues of 
capital. The subscriptions to new issues for industrial! 
purposes reached a record figure in March, the amount. 
as shown in the monthly circular of the London Joint 
City and Midland Bank being over £69,000,000, as com- 
pared with £35,000,000 in February and £42,000,000 in. 
January. The total for the quarter thus reached 
£147,000,000, being considerably more than half the. 
total for 1919, or any pre-war year. The greater part 
of the new capital is for use at home, only £20,000,000- 
out of the £147,000,000 (or 13°6 per cent.) being for use 
abroad. In 1919, of the total of £237,000,000,. 

00,000,000 (or 21 per cent.) went abroad, whereas in 
1913, of £242,000,000 nearly £200,000,000 (or 82 per 
cent.) was destined for abroad, and in 1912 over 77 per 
cent. It is natural that the home demand for capital 
should at present absorb a large proportion of the total, 
as capital expansion was held up toa such a large extent 
during the war, while adverse exchanges in North and 
South America, and chaotic conditions in Europe both 
operate against investments in those parts of the world. 
About 10 per cent. of the total during the past quarter 
was invested in docks, harbours and shipping, 9 per 
cent. in banks, 6 per cent. in iron and steel, 4 per 
cent. in motors, while 30 per cent. is included under 
the head of ‘‘ manufacturing.’’ Large sales of Govern- 
ment securities have taken place in order to provide 
funds for re-investment in industry. Firms have needed 
the money for their businesses, while individuals have 
sold War Stock in order to obtain a higher rate from 
industrial investments. It is probable that the most 
urgent demands for industry have largely been met, and 
the figures for April, so far as they are available, indicate 
that the month’s total will be considerably below that 
of March. The rise in the Bank Rate makes it more 
expensive to secure funds for industry, and the more 
speculative ventures are held in check. 


OveERSEAS TRADE AND COMMERCE. 


It is unnecessary to consider the movements of the 
foreign trade in detail, as these have already been fully 
described in the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal,’’ but atten- 
tion may be drawn to one or two features. Both as 
regards imports and exports of British produce and 
manufactures January was a record month, and the 
high level then reached was not maintained in 
February, the returns for which were specially dis- 
ay,pointing in view of the increase in the visible adverse 
balance of trade. The setback, however, was more 
than made good in March, and the figures are even 
more encouraging if they are reduced to daily averages, 
there having been 27 working days in January and 
March and 24 in February (1st January is counied as 
a working day). The results are as follows :— 


January. February. March. 
Ns i tit stceuinedinnaie £6,796.000 £7,100000 £6500,000 
British Exports .......... £3.920000 # £3,600,000 £3,840.000 
ee £940.000 £942,000 £1,000000' 
Total Exports ............ £4.860,000 £4,524 000 £4,840 000 
Daily Adverse Balance £1,936,000 £2,558 000 £1 660 000 
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Under every heading except Eritish exports there 
16 a considerable move in the right direction as between 
March and January, and the British exports have 
almost made up for the fall in February, and are only 
£80,000 per diem less than in January. Especially 
notable is the reduction of the visible adverse balance 
of trade, which was over £250,000 less daily in March 
than in January. ‘This balance would have _ been 
smaller had it not been necessary during the last few 
months to import very large quaxrtities of raw cotton, 
the amount received being actually more by weight 
than in the corresponding months of 1913. It may be 
mentioned that, calculated on the declared value of 
the imports the price of raw cotton imported in March 
was 4} times as great in the case of America and no 
less than 64 times as great in the case of Egyptian 
cotton as in March, 1913. 


Of the exports of British products during the 
first quarter of 1920, 78} per cent. in value 
were mainly or wholly manufactured goods, the 


proportion being highest (over 80 per cent.) in March. 
The corresponding figures for the first quarter of 1913 
and for March 1913 were slightly under and slightly 
over 80 per cent. respectively, from which it appears 
that the war has not substantially altered the part 

layed by manufacturing industries in overseas trade. 
te in quantities, however, British exports are 
still considerably below the pre-war level, and the only 
important increases in quantity for the first quarter 
of 1920 were in the case of coke and manufactured fuel, 
1,240,000 tons, as against 789,000 in the first quarter 
of 1913; non-ferrous metals and manufactures thereof, 
50,000 tons, as against 40,800; woollen tissues, 
49,630,000 square yards, as against 26,312,000 yards; 
and soap, 595,500 ewts., as against 435,000. A remark- 
able: feature, however, was the increase in the quan- 
tities' of textile goods sent to the United States, which 
were as follows :— 


1913. 1920. 
Cotton Piece Goods ......... 11,926,100 yds 34,520,000 sq. yds. 
Cotton Flags, etc. ............ 100 300 vds. 1,313.500 sq. yds. 
Woollen Tissues .............. 670,300 vds. 2,665,800 sq. yds. 
Worsted Tissués ............ 2,266,300 yds. 1,705,100 sq. yds. 
RT 1,684,400 Ibs. 2,908,600 lbs. 
Worsted Yarns ............... 9,500 lbs. 425 000 Ibs. 


It will be observed that cotton and woollen cloth 
was measured in linear yards in 1913, and in square 
yards in. 1920. This renders exact comparison diffi- 
eult, but the increases are mostly so great that this 
need not be considered. . 

FOREIGN EXCHANGES. 

The movements of foreign trade are intimately con- 
nected with the question of foreign exchanges. It 
will be remembered that during February last the value 
of the pound sterling in New York fell to 3°20 dollars. 
This represented a discount of over 30 per cent., or 
practically one-third, and the movement naturally 
caused great apprehension. In the first place, what- 
ever may be the value of sterling abroad, particularly 
in the United States, Great Britain must buy large 
quantities of raw materials overseas, and, secondly, 
the great depreciation of British currency showed how 
sérious a view was taken of its prospects in the United 
States. A great improvement has takez place since 
then, due to a number of causes all working together, 
and it is satisfactory that these causes all have their 
origin in the policy of the British Government with 
regard to debt redemption and credit, or in the energy 
of: British industry. The relative decrease in im- 
ports and increase in exports must have reduced the 
supply of sterling and increased the demand for it all 
over the-world, and it is possible that the real balance 
in March was several million pounds in favour of this 
country. This change itself accounts for a large part of 
the rise in sterling, and will greatly facilitate the repay- 
ment of foreign debt. To commercial exports, further, 
must be added about £10,000,000 worth of gold, which 
has been shipped to the United States in recent weeks. 
The: export of gold has had considerable effect, not only 
because of its direct bearing on the exchanges, but 
also bécause of the psvchological effect, as showing that 


SPECIAL ARTICLES —continued 





Great Britain is still able to no small extent to meet 


its foreign indebtedness in coin and bullion. Further, 
the reduction of debt and specially of floating debt, the 
balancing of national revenue and expenditure, and 
the announcement that the Anglo-French loan, falling 
due next October, will be paid off, have had far-reach- 
ing effects. Accordingly sterling in New York reached 
a new level of between 3°90 dollars and 4 dollars, or, 
in other words, the discount was reduced from over 
50 per cent. to 20 per cent., or under. The effects of 
this improvement on trade are obvious. It means that 
for every 1,000 dollars of goods bought in America it 
is necessary to pay £250 instead of over £300. Sub- 
sequently there has been a reaction to 3°75, followed 
by arecovery to 3.86. The reaction was generally held 
to be due to heavy official purchases of dollars. If the 
setback was temporary, and the-new Jevel can be main- 
tained, it will be found that the cost of imports from 
the United States, and perhaps from the world in 
general, will fall, and the balance of trade will move 
in favour of Great Britain, while Pritish industry should 
be further stimulated by the cheapening of raw 
materials, and, in course of time, of the cost of living. 

The movements of the Exchanges with other countries 
do not cal! for much comment. The ‘‘ adverse ”’ ex. 
changes have followed the New York Exchanges by 
moving in our favour, while the French and Italian Ex. 
changes in London have moved heavily against those 
countries, owing mainly to the fact that these cur. 
rencies have not shared the improvement of sterling in 
New York, where, indeed, they have further depreci- 
ated. This clearly reflects the fact that the recovery 
even of the victorious Powers on the Continent is much 
behind that of the United Kingdom. 





AMERICAN EXPORT CREDIT SCHEMES, 


The Victory Loan Act of February, 1919, was the 
first excursion of the United States Government into 
the field of international financing of export trade. It 
was designed entirely for the benefit of exporting cor- 
porations (in particular the War Finance Corporution), 
which were unable to obtain funds through the usual 
banking channels. Such advances were limited to the 
contract price of the products, including insurance, etc., 
for periods up to five years. 

THE EDGE SCHEME. 

At a meeting of the Federal Reserve Board in June, 
1919, it was agreed that the necessity of providing long 
term advances for Europe presented an investment 
rather than a banking problem, and that the funds 
required must, therefore, come from the investment 
market; and further that banking, industry, and com- 
merce must unite for the purpose of providing essential 
long-term credits. 

The result was the passing of the Edge Bill, which was 
signed by the President on 24th December last. The 
main feature of the Edge Scheme as described in the 
‘“ Journal ’’ of 8th January last), was the introduction 
of new facilities for the incorporation under Federal 
Charter of Corporations provided with a capital of not 
less than 2 million dollars each, which would take the 
securities of countries, etc., in exchange for advances 
and secured by these, would issue debentures to be 
sold to American investors. The Corporations under 
the Edge Bill are under the supervision of the Federal 
Reserve Board. (During the month previous to the 
signing of the Edge Bill the Foreign Finance Corporé- 
tion, with a capital of 10,000,000 dollars, was formed 
under the laws of New York State with a view to i- 
creasing American investments in foreign securities. 
Its functions are specialised on the linés of those of 4 
British Trust Company—which are comparatively new 
to American finance—and it: bears no similarity to the 
corporations proposed under the Edge Bill.) 

In spite of the probable entrance into the field of 
numerous Edge Law Corporations, the War Finance 
Corporation has granted loans up to about 30,000,000 
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dollars for sending railroad equipment to Poland; elec- 
trical and agricultural machinery to England, France, 
Italy, Belgium and Australia; food and heavy steel 
equipment to Belgium; and machinery for steel plant 
io France. 

CREDITS TO GERMANY. 


Owing to the state of Central Europe a new Finance 
Bill (H.R. 18090) was introduced into the House of 
Representatives on 12th March, and has been referred 
to the Committee on Ways and Means, whereby the 
War Finance Corporation is to be authorised to extend 
credits to firms in the United States contracting to 
furnish to Germany supplies of foodstuffs and raw 
materials as, in the opinion of the Allied and Associated 
Powers, are essential to enable Germany to meet her 
obligations under the Peace Treaty. The bonds issued 
in respect of these advances are to be secured against 
the property of Germany and her nationals after deduct- 
ing the amounts necessary to compensate American 
citizens for losses incurred in the war. This Bill has 
not yet become law. 

Copper Exports. 

During March also, another step has been taken in 
export financing with the idea of increasing sales of 
copper in foreign countries. It is stated that the 
Copper Export Association are planning the organisa- 
tion of a finance corporation for sales of red metal to 
Europe on a credit basis. Further indications show 
that J. P. Morgan and Co. (who have large interests in 
the Foreign Finance Corporation) have been approached 
on the subject. From reports current in financial 
circles other firms besides that of Morgan will form 
the new corporation, and plans are said to be well under 
way. Identified with the Copper Export Association 
since its organisation are the Anaconda interests, the 
Amercan Smelting and Refining Co., and the Phelps- 
Dodge Corporation. 

DIFFICULTIES OF CREDIT SCHEMES. 

From recent information received from the United 
appears that although everal companies 
have been incorporated under the Edge Scheme, there 
is but little activity in the development of the business 
for which they have been formed. Whatever be the 
character of a scheme it is, under present financial con- 
ditions, completely at the mercy of currency and ex- 
change conditions in the countries requiring support. 
This cannot be avoided so long as the latter are not in 
a position to revive their export trade on a satisfactory 
scale, 

There are indications that a company seeking to trade 
by purchasing securities in exchange for goods has less 
chance of succeeding than a company setting up an 
organisation to purchase goods in exchange for goods. 
Several companies have been formed in this country on 
the latter principle, and it is likely that they will meet 
with a substantial measure of success in solving the 
credit. difficulty, 
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Notes on Trade. 


[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘Journal,’’ tt must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents 'them- 
selves. | 








FRENCH IMPORT RESTRICTIONS. 

As will have been learnt from the notices which have 
recently been published in the Press, a Decree was 
published in the French ‘‘ Journal Officiel’’ on Wed- 
nesday, 28th April, prohibiting the importation into 
Trance and Algeria of a large number of “‘ luxury ” 
goods, and articles the use of which is optional. It 
appears from the preamble to the Decree that the para- 
mount necessity of restricting imports in view of the 
continued fall in the exchange value of the franc is 
the reason for the imposition of the prohibition. 

A complete translation of the Decree, together with 
the preamble explaining its nature and objects, is given 
in the ‘‘Customs Regulations and Tariff: Changes 
Section ’’ of this issue of the ‘‘ Journal.’’ 





FRENCH TRADE WITH GERMANY. | 


French purchases of goods in Germany during 1919 
amounted to 590,695,000 frances. Of this amount, 
206,894,000 francs worth of goods were purchased in 
Occupied Germany, and the balance, 383,802,000 franes 
worth in unoccupied Germany. During this period 
France sold to Germany goods to the value of 
1,283,968,000 francs of which amount 973,218,000 francs 
worth went to the Rhineland. : : 

The goods bought by Germany were chiefly cotton, 
woollen and silk manufactured and unmanufactured 
goods, ores, leather, chocolate, wine and cognac. The 
value of the coal imported from Germany during this 
period amounted to 407,446,000 frances. ; 

The figures for last January show that France’s im- 
ports from January were valued at 80,583,000 franes, 
against exports valued at 72,101,000 francs. 





THE CHILEAN NITRATE MARKET. 

The Chilean nitrate market is reported tec be in a& 
flourishing condition, and the future is looked upon, as 
being particularly bright. Owing to the fact that 
recently it appeared that the demand for nitrate was 
going to exceed the supply and that if sales were not 
made with some sort of limitation, shippers might find 
themselves short of quantities to be delivered, it was 
decided by the Association of Nitrate Producers that 
they should offer in the open market the limited 
quantity of 100,000 tons of nitrate, delivery in equal 
quantities May and June. As a result of this call for 
tenders, offers were received in London and Valparaiso 
amounting to a total of 461,000 tons. The highest offer 
for the 100,000 tons, which has been accepted, was 
received from a firm in Liverpool, being for 100;000 
tons of 95 per cent., delivery in equal quantities May 
and June. | . 

The fact that this sale has been concluded for May 
and June delivery, which are usually bad months, is 
considered a further indication of the healthy condition 
of the market. , vd 

It is anticipated that prices will continue firm with 
a rising tendency, 3 

Comparing cost of production before. the war :and 
actual increased cost to-day, the price now obtaining 
would only be equal to about 8s. on a pre-war basis. . 

There seems to be only one factor of a gloomy nature 
in the nitrate outlook, and that is possible trouble aris- 
ing from the lack of transport facilities on the railways 
working in this zone. beieac 

According to Statistics just to hand the total exports 
of nitrate during the year 1919 amounted to 20,374,691 
Spanish quintals, of which 6,792,706, or about one- 
third of the annual export were: shipped during the 
month of December. . Z ; | 
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WEIGHTS AND MEASURES IN THE 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. 


On 26th May, 1867, the metric system was adopted in , 


the Dominican Republic, and the decree was reatiirmed 
in 1913 by the President. The use of any other weights 
or measures was specifically prohibited. This prohi- 
bition, however, has never been enforced except by the 
Customs authorities. For many years the foreign com- 
merce of the Republic has been with the United States, 
and as Santo Domingo is a non-manufacturing country 
many of the luxuries and necessities of life are im- 
ported. But the American shippers billed and invoiced 
their goods in their own standards, and in order to save 
trouble and expense the Dominican importer has been 
accustomed to distribute his goods according to the 
terms used by the shipper. Consequently American 
weights and measures, which are the same as the 
British, are universally used by the retail trade through- 
out the Republic. 





OPENINGS FOR HOTELS IN SOUTH AMERICA 

According to information received from time to time 
by the Department of Overseas Trade from its officers 
in South America, there appear to be openings for the 
building and running of large modern hotels in certain 
cities in South America, particularly in Chile. American 
interests have very naturally turned their attention 
to the prospects of these undertakings, in view of the 
growing need of meeting the demands of their com- 
mercial travellers and business men generally. There 
are openings for hotels at Valparaiso, Santiago and 
Vita del Mar, and it is believed that an American 
sroup contemplates erecting one at Valparaiso. The 
foreign representative of a number of New York hotels 
is now on a trip through Central and South America 
with the object of studying the financial and hotel con- 
ditions at various centres in the interests of United 
States travellers, and of encouraging business and 
pleasure trips to the United States from South America. 





NEW INTERNATIONAL CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE. 

The new International Chamber of Commerce, pro- 
jected at the International Trade Conference at Atlantic 
City, New Jersey, last October, will be formally organ- 
ised, it is announced by the Chamber of Commerce of 
the United States, at Paris during the week of 21st 
June, 1920. Invitations have been sent out by the 
American group of the International Organisation Com- 
mittee to business and industrial associations, asking 
them to name delegates to participate in the organisa- 
tion meeting. About 100 American delegates are ex- 
pected to attend. 

The International Organisation Committee, which 
was provided for at the International Trade Confer- 
ence, is to meet at Paris in advance of the general 
organisation meeting, which will be held in June, to 
prepare and report a plan of permanent organisation, 
the basis of which was drafted and approved at the 
International Trade Conference. Plans will be pr2- 
sented by the organisation committee for a strong 
and active international chamber. Steps will be taken 
for the creation of a permanent international head- 
quarters; officers will be elected, and the work of the 
chamber will actually begin. 

In view of the disturbed conditions in international 
trade brought about by the exchange situation this 
meeting is expected to assume considerable importance, 
aside from the fact that the International Chamber 
is to be organised. The. important question of inter- 
national credit, as well as shipping, tariff regulations, 
unfair competition in international trade and other 
problems of equal importance affecting stability in 
international trade and production in all the principal 
countries in the world, will be discussed. 

The International Chamber succeeds the old Inter- 
notional Congress of Chambers of Commerce, which 
ceased to operate with the outbreak of the war in 1914. 
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AIMS OF THE ORGANISATION. 


The specific aims of the organisation as outlined by 
the committee of organisation are :— 

To create a permanent international headquarters, to 
centralise all data concerning economic subjects and socia] 
conditions, the facts relating to the respective needs, presen 
production, and future possibilities of each country ; to act 
as an instrument of co-ordination which will suggest trade 
regulations and legislative measures to facilitate and en. 
courage the development of economic commerce; to inform 
public opinion, through the publication of facts, with regard 
to business conditions and through the dissemination of 
views of technical experts and business men; to put at the 
disposal of ali official organisations the reports and con. 
clusions prepared by these experts and business men. 

To make import and export trade easier ; to remove inter. 
national friction, much of which begins with commercia] 
differences ; to safeguard international trade against waste 
and fraud; to increase the total production of the world, 
and make the product available to the people of the world; 
to standardise international documents, practices, and laws 
affecting commercial intercourse; to increase mutual profit. 
ableness of international transactions; to cultivate personal 
acquaintanceship among business men and bankers of the 
different nations of the world, and thus lessen international 
prejudices and misunderstandings. 

The committee on permanent organisation of the 
International Trade Conference agreed tentatively that 
the constitution of the new chamber should provide, 
among other things, for a board of directors com- 
posed of two members selected by each nation; an 
international headquarters, with one representative of 
each nation attached to it, assisted by technical ex. 
perts, all to be under direction of a general secretary; 
a corresponding bureau in each country; membership 
to consist of chambers of commerce, commercial 
organisations, banking and similar associations, firms, 
corporations, and individuals holding associate but not 
voting membership ; meetings of the membership every 
two years; a system of referenda to be issued during 
the interval between the biennial meetings of the 
members. 

At the first meeting in June only the five countries 
participating in the International Trade Conference— 
the United States, Belgium, Great Britain, France,. 
and Italy—will be represented. Later business organi- 
sations in the other principal countries of the world 
will be taken into membership. 





ASSOCIATION OF GERMAN INDUSTRIES. 

The German Press has paid considerable attention 
of late to the formation of the above Association, which 
was formed in 1919, and has as it purpose the represen- 
tation and development of the German industries, and 
the determination of uniform policy of each separate 
trade, and common action in dealing with labour 
questions. 

The Association consists of a Council and Directorate, 
the latter consisting of at least 30 and not more than 
60 members, who either occupy or have occupied a 
leading position in an industrial undertaking, or have 
held a position on a Board of Directorate. 

The Council is empowered to nominate a further 
10 members to the Directorate. The Council itself is 
composed of 7 to 15 members, and is elected from the 
members of the Directorate. 

A Main Committee is also nominated, states the 
‘“* Deutche Bergwerks Zeitung,’’ and consists of repre- 
sentatives of each of the 25 industrial branches into 
which the Asociation is graded. The total number of 
representatives is 140, 

The Main Committee nominate Special Committees 
and elects from year to year a Committee of Investi- 
gation. The following special Committees have been 
formed :— 

(1) Committee for the carrying out of the Articles of 
the Treaty of Peace. 

(2) Tax Committee. 

(3) Economic Committee. 

(4) Social-political Committee. 

(5) Press Committee. 

(6) Committee of Investigation. 


_— — 
—— 
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Exibitions and Fairs. 


SAMPLES OF BOOTS FROM ARGENTINA. 


A range of Boot and Shoe Samples, accompanied by an 
excellent and exhaustive Report on the Boot and Shoe 
Industry of the Argentine Republic, has been received 
from the Commercial Secretary at Buenos Aires. 

The samples, representing the class of men’s, women’s 
and children’s boots and shoes manufactured in the 
Argentine Republic, were available for inspection 
at the offices of the Chamber of Commerce, Granby 
Street, Leicester, for a few days from 19th April, and 
have been at the Chamber of Commerce, Northampton, 


from 30th April. 


CALCUTTA EXHIPITION POSTPONED. 


According to the Indian press, the proposed India 
Exhibition at Calcutta, which was to take place during 
the visit of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, has been 
abandoned as a consequence of housing and transporta- 
tion difficulties. H.M. Trade Commissioner at Cal- 
eutta states that it is difficult to estimate to what 
extent, if any, these difficulties are likely to interfere 
with the exhibition of British manufactures, which it 
ig proposed to hold in November-December, 1921. 











DANTZIG AUTUMN FAIR CANCELLED. 


The Department of Overseas Trade is informed that 
the Autumn Fair at Dantzig has been cancelled owing 
to the uncertainty of the economic and political situ- 
ation. The next Fair will probably take place in 
February. The Messeamt will continue its functions 
and answer any enquiries referring to the Fair. 





EXHIBITION OF EUROPEAN MANUFACTURES 
AT BUENOS AIRES. 


From H. O. Chalkley, H.M. Commercial Secretary. 


PuENoS AIREs. 

The Municipal Intendant of Buenos Aires has been 
approached by the Comité des Expositions Inter- 
nationales, Paris, with a view to permission being 
eranted to the said Committee to establish large exhi- 
bition premises in this City. The premises would be 
kept open constantly and the nature of the exhibits 
would be periodically changed. 

The Committee has stated that not only are the 
necessary funds available for the venture, but that they 
can also depend upon the co-operation of a very large 
number of important European commercial, manu- 
facturing and financial undertakings. 

The carrying out of the scheme is subject to the 
Municipality of this City allowing the promoters the use 
of two and a half acres of suitably situated land for a 
certain number of years, and on which the above men- 
tioned Committee would build a palatial edifice, and 
which, at the expiration of the concession, would become 
the property of the City. 

The Municipal Intendant has informed the applicants 
that they must lay their scheme before the City Council, 
which is the proper authority to apply to in such cases. 


NORWEGIAN INDUSTRIES FAIR. 


The Trade Intelligence Bureau of Norway, Chris- 
tiania, announces that the first national Norwegian 
Industries Fair will be held at Christiania from 5th to 
12th September next. 

Further particulars respecting the Fair will be avail- 
able in due course. 








INTERNATIONAL AUTOMORPILE 
EXHIBITION AT SUNDSVALL. 


The Department of Overseas Trade has been in- 
formed that fhe first general exhibition of automobiles 
in Norrland (the north of Sweden) will be held at Sunds- 
vall in connection with the Norrland Fair, 21st to 27th 
June, and is open to foreign as well as native manu- 
facturers and sellers of automobiles and other motor 
vehicles, accessories and articles of automobile clothing. 





EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS—continued. 





The Exhibition has the character of a fair and is thus 
intended to afford opportunities for direct sales. 

Motor traffic is at, present developing rapidly in Norr- 
land, and automobiles have a large market among the 
well-to-do inhabitants. 

A suitable place for the exhibition of automobiles has 
been reserved in the immediate vicinity of the Fair, and 
a provsional exhibition building will be erected for the 
purpose. 

Applications for space to exhibit should be made 
before 15th May to the Committee, Automobilutstall- 
ningen, Sundsvall, Sweden. 


INTERNATIONAL RUBBER EXHIBITION. 

The fifth International Exhibition of Rubber, other 
Tropical Products, and Allied Industries, will be held at 
the Royal Agricultural Hall, London, 3rd to 17th June, 
1921. Many Governments, important industrial asso- 





_ ciations and leading firms have signified their intention 


of participating. The Honorary President of the Exhi- 
bition is Sir Owen Philipps, G.C.M.G., M.P., and the 
Honorary Vice-President, Professor Wyndham Rk. 
Dunstan, C.M.G., LL.D., F.R.S., Director of the Im- 
perial Institute, London. 

The offices of the organisation are at 43, Essex Street, 


Strand, London, W.C. 2. 


COLOGNE INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
FAIR. 


An International Trade Fair organised by the ‘Town 
Council of Cologne, is to be held on 20th September, 
1920, and thereafter in the Spring and Autumn of 
each year. 

The object of the Fair is to encourage the impert of 
raw material into Germany from overseas. 

Messrs. Masson Seeley and Co., Ltd., of 121, Vic- 
toria Street, S.W., have been invited by the Town 
Council of Cologne to co-operate with them in the 
matter, and they in their turn will be aided by the 
Universal Exhibitions, by getting together thoroughly 
representative exhibits from Great Britain. 








THE FINNISH FAIR IN HELSINGFORS. 


Arrangements are now well-advanced for the first 
Finnish Fair to be held in Finland (27th June—6th July, 
1920). Finnish industries will, of course, be well 
represented, but an opportunity is also given to foreign 
firms to display both samples and catalogues. 

The whole space reserved for the Finnish exhibits, 
viz., 20,000 sq. metres, was booked by 10th April ult 
They will be housed in groups as follows: The paper 
and printing industries (85 firms) will have their own 
hall, the textile (75 firms) and the timber industries 
(74 firms) a hall together, the leather industry (38 firms), 
foodstuffs, beverages,* tobacco, etc. (46 firms), the 
techno-chemical products (40 firms) the same hall, the 
glass and earthenware industries (40 firms) their own 
hall, light ironware (100 firms) a special hall, and the 
heavy ironmongery (91 firms) in the large military 
building. 

FoREIGN EXHIBITS. 

A special house with 5,000 sq. metres space is reserved 
for foreign exhibits. Of this about 1,000 sq. metres 
have so far been definitely booked by 44 firms, and 
negotiations are now proceeding with the United States 
and Holland for space of 200 sq. metres for each 
country. 

FOREIGN CATALOGUES. 


The Board of the Fair has, moreover, reserved 20-40 
sq. metres for each country in order that catalogues, 
pamphlets, etc., could be exhibited. Applications for 
this space were due to reach the Board before the en 
of April. : 

The latest date to book space has been extended to 
15th May. No import licences are required for exhibits, 
which should be addressed to the Finnish Fair (Finska 
Massan), Helsingfors. If the exhibits are going to be 
definitely left in the country, a licence. must be subse- 
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EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS—continued. 


quently obtained. As the foreign exhibition is to repre- 
sent industry and agriculture, it is requested not to 
send articles of luxury to the Fair. 

The charge is 110 marks per sq. metre for floor or 
wall space, and must be paid before the end of the 
month of May. 











AN ITALIAN ENTERPRISE. 

The Italian Chamber of Commerce in Switzerland 
contemplates the organisation of an Italian Samples 
Fair in September in Basle for the promotion of exports. 
The enterprise will be supported by the Italian Ministry 
of Commerce. 


ee 
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FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


Business ExHIsitioN— ~~ 

:, May 4th-15th, Royal Agricuitural Hall 
Whitefriars Street, E.C.4. 

Great War Exuipition— 

, May 15th-Oct. 2nd. Address to Secretary, Crystal Palace. 
Spring EXHIBITION OF THE BritisH INSTITUTE OF INDUSTRIAL 
ART— ge . 

May 3lst, 217, Knightsbridge, S.W.7. 

CANADIAN Propucts ExHIBITION— | 
June 3rd-17th, at Agricultural Hall, ‘Islington. 
to 43, Essex Street, Strand, W.C.2. 

Emprre Timsper EXHIBITION— . 
July 5th-17th, at Holland Park Skating Rink, London, 
W.i1. Organised by Department of Overseas Trade. 
(See ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal,’’ March 11th.) 


A dd ress ; 36-38, 


Address 


CLOTHING, Erc., ExHIBITION— | 
July 5th-16th, at Royal Agricultural Hall, International 


Trade Exhibitionis, Ltd., Broad Street House, Old Broad 
Street, E.C.2, 

INTERNATIONAL AERO EXHIBITION— _ 
July 9th-20th, 1920, at Olympia, organised by a Joint 
Committee of the Society of British Aircraft Con- 
structors, Ltd., and the Society of Motor Manufacturers 
and Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall, S.W.1. 


HeaLtH EXHIsITION— 
July 19th-August 5th, at Bingley Hall, Birmingham. 
Organised by Royal Sanitary Institute, 90, Buckingham 
Palace Road, §.W.1. Entries by June 26th. 


Boy Scouts’ ExHIsITION— 
July 30th-Aug. 7th 

BaKEeRS’, CONFECTIONERS’, AND ALLIED TRADERS’ Exuipition— 
September 4th-10th, at Royal Agricultural Hall. Trades, 
Markets and Exhibitions, Ltd., 31, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.4. 


THE MacCHINE TooL AND ENGINEERING EXHIBITION— 

September 4th-25th, at Olympia. The Machine Tool 
Trade Association, Incorporated. Applications by July 
3lst to Secretary, 70, Victoria Street, Westminster, 
S.W.1. 

Grocers’. Proviston Dreaters’ & ALiieED TRADERS’ ExuiBiTION— 
September 18th-24th, at Royal Agrioultural Hall. Trades, 
Markets and Exhibitions, Lid., 31, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.4. 

INTERNATIONAL SHOE AND LEATHER FaIR— 

October 4th to 9th, at Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington. 
Organised by ‘‘ The Shoe and Leather Record,’’ 40, Fins- 
bury Square, E.C.2, on behalf of The Shoe and Leather 
Fair Society, Ltd. 


INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL Motor VEHICLE ExHIBITION— 
October, 1920, at Olympia. Organised by the Society of 
Motor Manufacturers and Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall 
London, S.W.1. 


INTERNATIONAL Motor EXxHIsITION— 
November, 1920, at Olympia. Organised by the Society 
of Moter Manufacturers and Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall, 
London, §.W.1. 


THe Cycre anp Moror-Cycte SHow— 
November-December, 1920, at Olympia. Organised by 
the Cycle and Motor-Cycle Manufacturers’ and Traders’ 
Union, Ltd., The Towers, Coventry. 


INTERNATIONAL RusBER EXHIBITION— 
London, June, 1921. 





: OVERSEAS. 

AtHens Hovstnec Exursrtton— 
By the Greek Ministry of National Economy. Through- 
out the year. Apply to Le Ministre de 1’Economie 
Nationale, Section de la Prevoyance Sociale, Athens. 
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Paris-INDUSTRIAL ArT SALON— 
March to July. Provisional Office: 1, Rue de Heider, 
Paris (9e). 

Toxr1o OveRSEAS EXPANSION EXHIBITION— 
March 15th to June 7th. 


ALL AUSTRALIAN PEACE EXHIBITION— 
March to May, Adelaide. 


ANTWERP FETES— 
May to October. 


BANDOENG FarR— 
May, 1920. 
18th, 1919.) 


LUCERNE ELECTRICAL EXHIBITION— 
May 15th to June 15th. (Swiss only.) 


VeNIce ArT EXHIBITION— 
Twelfth Exhibition of International Art, April 15th to 
October 3lst by Municipality at the Exhibition Palace. 
Address :—Ufficio di Segretaria dell Esponzione (Munj- 
cipio) Venice. 

Litte INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION— 
May-October. Organised by Corporation. 


Papua SAMPLE FarR— 
June, 1920. Applications to :—la Camera di Commercio 
di Padova. 

LEMBERG AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY— 
June, and motor-plough competition, near Tarnopol. 
Apply to Exhibition Committee. Warsaw, Chiielna, 
No. 2, by April 1st. 

BorpEAUX TRADE Farr— 
Fourth Annual Fair, June 5th-20th. 
de la Foire, Bordeaux. 

SUNDSVALL Farr— 
June 21st-27th. 


Lipavu SAMPLE Farr— 
June. 


Hetsincrors TRADE Farr— 
June 27th-July 6th. 


(See ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal,’’ December 


Apply to Comité 


Apply to the ‘‘ Finska Messan,” 


Helsingfors. (See ‘‘Board of Trade Journal,’’ May 6th.) 
OSTERSUND EXHIBITION— 

mes 2nd. (See ‘‘Board of Trade Journal,’’ February 

th.) , 
GENEVA. Swiss WATCH AND JEWELLERY Farr— 


July 11th-25th, at Geneva. A National Fair. 


LINKOPINA (SwEDEN)— 
July 15th to Aug. 18th. 


Metz Nationat ExuHisition— 
July 22nd to September 26th. 
Journal,’’ March 18th.) 


CANADIAN NATIONAL ExHIBITION— 
Aug. 25th to Sept. 10th. 


NORWE6IAN INDUSTRIES FaiR— 
Christiania, September 5th-12th. 


Pracue Far— 
September 5th to 28th. 


LAUSANNE. ALIMENTARY AND AGRICULTURE— 
September 11th-26th, 1920. 
CoLtoGne TRADE Farr (INTERNATIONAL) — 
September 20th. Apply to Messrs. Masson, Seeley. Ltd., 
121, Victoria Street, S.W.1. : 
Att British ExHIsiTion— 
Singapore, September. 
Lyons Farr— 
October 1st-15th. 
BARCELONA INTERNATIONAL FArR— 
October 24th-3lst. Applications to La Direccion General 
de la Feria de Barcelona, Fernando 30 Barcelona. 
TuRIN— 
October. 
CopeNHAGEN AUTOMOBILE EXHIBITION— 
Early this year. Organised by the Association of 
Automobile Merchants of Denmark. (See “ Board of 
Trade Journal,’”’ January 8th.) 
Swiss Sampte Farr— 


(See ‘“‘ Board of Trade 


Lausanne. Autumn. 

Warsaw EXuisition or ANTrI-FIRE APPLIANCES— 
Autumn. 

SHANGHAI— 


Exhibition of American and Chinese products late in 
the vear. 


Trade T ‘ TOURS. 
rade Lours are under organisation by the D nt, -er- 
seas Trade, as follows :— y epartment of Ov 


TRADE 


To the British Dominions, leaving in summer. 

To South America 

To Far East 

To U.S.A. 

Full particulars may be had on application to the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, §.W.1. 


_ — 
—_ 


To follow. 
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imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


DEVELOPMENT OF BRITISH INTERESTS 
ABROAD, 

The Foreign Oitlice Committee on British Communities 
Abroad make important recommendations bearing upon 
the cohesion of British communities overseas, and attecting 
the development of British commerce and ideals. 

They are of opinion that in principle Chambers of Com- 
merce afford an admirable means of keeping the commercial 
community together because they provide definite subjects 
for discussion and definite aims to be achieved. In principle, 
too, they are calculated to play a most useful part in advis- 
ing and assisting British Diplomatic and Consylar officials, 
out of their technical knowledge of commercial affairs. They 
have already become in some countries, and are destined to 
become in all important foreign countries, a valuable part ot 
our national trade machinery. ‘The Committee are agreed 
theretore that the foundation of a Chamber of Commerce 
and the development of existing Chambers, are warmly to 
be encouraged wherever there is a commercial community of 
reasonable size. ; 











CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 

While the foregoing conclusions cannot in principle be 
contested, the evidence brought before the Committee shows 
au wide variety of character among British Chambers abroad 
which at present hinders the practical application of these 
conclusions. 

Chambers vary in constitution, in activity, in ideals; they 
are most of them alike in their cordial relations with His 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular officials. 

The main point of divergence in constitution concerns the 
inciusion of foreign menibers. Some Chambers admit 
foreigners to the full privileges of membership, including a 
seat on the Council. It would not, apparently, be unconsti- 
tutional in some Chambers for the President to be a citizen 
of an ex-enemy State. Other Chambers admit foreigners to 
membership, but give them no vote; others admit no 
foreigners; others admit foreign representatives of British 
firms. 

“In our opinion,’ the Committee state, ‘‘a British 
Chamber of Commerce should confine the privileges of full 
membership to British subjects. Foreign representatives of 
British firms, or, if thought desirable, other foreigners 
trading with this country, might be admitted as Associate 
Members without a vote and with restricted rights to the 
supply of information. The governing bodies and officers 
should in all cases be British subjects. Chambers should be 
fully representative of all British commercial and industrial 
interests, and should secure representation in Great Britain 
by affiliation to the Association of British Chambers of 
Commerce. 

GOVERNMENT SUBSIDIES. 

“One of the most widely-discussed questions concerning 
Chambers of Commerce is that of Government subsidies. We 
do not consider that any Chamber should be subsidised. Each 
Chamber should be in a position to express the independent 
opinion of the British commercial community; we do not 
consider that independence is consistent with a Government 
subsidy, the amount, or continuance, of which would have 
to be justified by the report of the British Government repre- 
sentatives in the country, nor are we convinced that the 
absolutely necessary expenses can be too great a burden for 
any community which is large enough to form a Chamber. 
Where more than one Chamber exists in a country, all the 
Chambers should be associated, with some unity of direction, 
and should work together. 

CHAMBERS AND THE GOVERNMENT. 

“We have stated that British Chambers vary in activity. 
It is obviously out of the question for His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to create activity from within the Clambers, but they 
can create it from without by impressing upon their 
diplomatic and consular representatives that it is most 
desirable that they should make as full use as possible of the 
experience and knowledge of the Chambers by consulting 
the Councils on subjects affecting British trade. Discretion 
in this matter must be left to the representatives themselves 
as to the subjects on which they should consult the Councils 
and the manner and occasion of doing so. But where the 
Chamber of Commerce conforms to the type which we have 
indicated, we would recommend that it should not only have 
the right, which it naturally has already, to submit its 
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Opinion on commercial matters to the British representa- 
tives, but the right to have that opinion forwarded to His 
Majesty’s Government. 

‘Chambers which attain the ideal that we have suggested 
namely, financial independence and stability, under purely 
British control, full representation of local British interests, 
and unity of direction for the country in which they are 
established, should be qualified for a special charter of in- 
corporation as an Imperial Chamber of Commerce.’’ 

The Committee’s general declaration of policy is. that. His 
Majesty’s Government should do all in their power, without 
undue interference, to foster a greater spirit of solidarity 
among British communities abroad and make British ideals 
known to, and appreciated by, foreign nations; that it 
should be made known on every suitable opportunity to 
British subjects in foreign countries that His Majesty’s 
Government take a sympathetic and active interest in their 
welfare. 

The conclusions embrace, in addition, the registration of 
British subjects, Education, Patriotic Societies, Other Insti- 
tutions, Local Newspapers, dissemination of English 
technical works or journals, Boy Scout and Girl Guide 
novements, and Libraries. It is recommended that a 
standing Committee should be appointed to deal with all 
questions affecting the welfare of British communities in 
foreign countries, and generally give effect to such of the 
recommendations as may be approved by His Majesty’s 
Government. This Committee should be organised in sub- 
committees as outlined above, and should consist of repre- 
sentatives of the Foreign Office, the Board of Education, 
and English firms and enterprises interested in the various 
foreign countries. It should be empowered to discuss not 
only subjects submitted by Departments of State, but also 
these raised by Committees of British subjects abroad or 
initiated by its own members; and the formation of such a 
Committee should be notified to His Majcsty’s Renresenta~ 
tives abroad, and through them to all British subjects. 

The members of the Committee were the Rt. Hon. Sir 
Charles Eliot, K.C.M.G., C.B., H.M. Ambassador Designate 
to Japan, Chairman (resigned), Sir John Tilley, K.C.M.G., 
C.B., Assistant Secretary, Foreign Office, Chairman (in 
succession to Sir Charles Eliot), J. Arthur Aiton, Esq., 
C.B.E., Sir William Beveridge, K.C.B., Captain George 
Bowyer, M.C., M.P., Sir Frederick Butler, K.C.M.G., C.B., 
Director of the Overseas Division, Department of Overseas 
Trade, Rt. Hon. Sir Maurice de Bunsen, Bart., G.C.M.G., 
G.C.V.0., C.B., T. D. Dunlop, Esq., His Majesty’s Con- 
sular Service, Irvine C. Geddes, Esq., Follett Holt, Esq., 
R. T. Nugent, Esq., Sir E. Denison Ross, C.1.E., Captain 
W. M. Codrington, M.C., Foreign Office, Secretary. 


AUSTRALIA. 


WHEAT PRODUCTION, CONSUMPTION 
AND SHIPMENTS. 

According to figures issued by the Australian Wheat- 
Board, the quantities of wheat handled throughout the 
Commonwealth during the four seasons, 1916-17 to 1919-20 
(16th February, 1920), were as follows (in bushels) : — 


, 
* 




















1916-17. 1917-18. 

Wheat shipped ............ 53,297 ,000 43,832,000 
rrr sr 68,202,000 47 388,000 
Shippers’ stocks .......... 11,613,000 10,826,000 
Stock adjustment ........ 5,164,000 1,107,000 
Millers’ stocks _............ — 192,000 
Be: stems 138,276,000 103,345,000 
1918-19. 1919-20. 

Wheat. shipped _............ 12,847 ,000 5,000,000 
DeED: FOWRTE cc cessccceseess .. 28,703,000 1,968 ,000 
Shippers’ stocks .......... 23,167,000 18,093,000 
Millers’ stOck® — .......<000-: 289,000 5,838 ,000 
_  nwrverr seninniasete 65,006 ,000 30,899 ,000 








A summary of the quantities handled for the five seasons, 
commencing with 1915-16, when the Board first took control 
of supplies, is subjoined :— 





I oso seedens saasainidegiie sine 211,705,000 
RIE cis sickcucicssnpiavesagiarits 50,736,000 
RII: 3 pee ated pausheninenmuabenees 159,590,000 
SD UE EEE i cx csecnncnunabeonsinindeus 259 000 
Shippers’ stocks « ...........0002 cceeecesceee 66,021,000 
I oss cacnnccebauansccnedses 6,271,000 
Millers’ stocks — .........:sssseseeeseceeeesees 6,328,000 

, th ae ERODE R SE a Fe MERE oe SFr 500,910,000 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —cont:nued. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
WEEKLY CAPLE. 


The weekly cable received from the Director-General of 
Commercial Intelligence, Calcutta, dated 28th April, is as 
under : — 








SEASON. 
tain nearly general in Assam, Kashmir, and Malabar. 
Local in North-tlastern India, Southern India, Rajputana, 
Central Punjab, and North-West Frontier Province. 
SpeciaAL WueEat f[onecast. 

Ali India Special Wheat Forecast, 29,537,000 acres, 
9,774,000 tons. (Corresponding forecast for last year, 
43,425,0U0 acres, 7,447,000 tons). 

General crop conditions good. 

MaRKEETS. 

Bombay Cotton Market weak. Fully Good Broach April- 
May Rs. 474, July-August Rs. 466. Puiece-goods Market 
moderate demand with prices steady. Caicutta Gunny 
market quiet with poor demand. Hessians nominally steady 


but prices tending downwards. 
Bank rate is Bengal, 7 per cent., Bombay and Madras, 9 


per cent. 
CANADA. 


NOTES ON COMMERCE AND INDUSTKY. 
(From F. W. Field, H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
ToRoNrTO. 





The exchange situation continues to give some concern to 
United States firms doing business in Canada. The Purchas- 
ing Agents’ Association of Toronto, which is affiliated with 
the National Association of Purchasing Agents of New York, 
have passed the fellowing resolution: —‘“fhat, owing to the 
abnormal rate of exchange now prevailing between Canada 
and the United States, the Toronto Purchasing Agents’ 
Association are resolved to favour wherever possible those 
firms who, appreciating these conditions, agree to relieve the 
situation by accepting Canadian funds in payment of our 
purchases.”’ 

Canapian Dotiar at Unttep States Par. 

The Canadian officers of a United States company 
announce in the technical press-that they ‘‘are prepared to 
quote delivered prices in Canadian funds,” and another 
United States company advertises in Canada as follows :— 
‘To our Canadian triends: Your money is good, We accept 
the Canadian dollar at par.” 

Four methods are being adopted by United States manu- 
facturers and exporters in counteracting the exchange rate 
factor :—(a) The acceptance of Canadian money at par; (b) 
The division of the exchange loss with the Canadian manu- 
facturer, accomplished by paying Canadian bills in Canadian 
money plus a percentage equal to half the prevailing rate 
of exchange; (c) The setting of a fixed rate of exchange at 
which all bills are to be paid regardless of daily fluctuations 
in the rate. The usual fixed rate is 5 per cent.; (d) The 
allowance of an exemption of 5 per cent. on the current rate 
of exchange. 

CANADIAN Banks In THE West INDIES. 


The Canadian Bank of Commerce, with headquarters at 
Toronto, has recently opened a branch at Havana, Cuba, the 
first branch of this bank in the West Indies. The Bank of 
Nova Scotia has 14 branches in Cuba and the West Indies, 
and the Royal Bank of Canada has an extensive connection 
there, seven new branches being established during 1917. 


Evectricar MAcHINERY, APPARATUS AND SUPPLIES. 


The following interesting reference appeared in the annual 
report for 1919 of the Canadian General Electric Company, 
Toronto : — 

“Tt is well known that in the Province of Ontario in par- 
ticular, as well as in the other Provinces of the Dominion, 
the demand for hydro-electric power is greatly in excess of 
the supply. In Ontario the Hydro-Electric Power Com- 
mission, with characteristic foresight, are bending their 
energies to rapidly complete the Chippewa Power Develop- 
ment at an estimated cost of 35,000,000 dols., which will 
provide an additional 400,000 h.p. of electrical energy. This 
energy, when distributed, will provide a market for such 
apparatus, accessories and supplies as are manufactured and 
sold by your company, and of which we expect, as in the past, 
to secure our fair share. The Hydro-Radial Railway’s 
policy having been approved by the public and Government, 
there will be expended many millions of dollars for electrical 
apparatus and supplies for the construction, equipment, and 
operation of this comprehensive system of Provincial inter- 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continueu. 





urban electric transportation, and the electrification of 
certain sections of existing trunk line steam railways is under 
consideration at the present time. The International Joint 
Commission on Waterways, which is now sitting, have under 
consideration plans for an _ International Water-power 
Development on the St. Lawrence River, which, if proceeded 
with, will create upwards of two million h.p. of electrical] 
energy. Kngineering studies for this work are now in pro- 
gress. The various Housing Commissions throughout Canada 
supported by Federal, Provincial, and Municipal grants and 
subsidies, have undertaken the construction of thousands of 
new houses, and as these will be within the sphere of influence 
of local hydro-electrical distributing areas, the demand for 
electrical wiring and household appliances should increase 
to a considerable extent. It is, further, a well-known fact 
that many new industries promoted by Canadian and British 
capital, and many branches of great United States indus. 
trial corporations, are being located in various sections of 
the Dominion, and more particularly along the border line 
between the two countries at the Niagara River and the 
Detroit River. These being within the hydro-electric zone 
will be operated by hydro-electric power, and become con. 
tinuing customers for electrical machinery, apparatus and 
supplies.’ 


INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENTS. 


Messrs. S. C. Johnson and Sons, Racine, Wisconsin, manu- 
facturers of prepared wax and motor car products, will build 
a Canadian branch factory at Brantford, Ontario. 

The Commerce Motor Car Company, Limited, Detroit, will 
erect their Canadian factory at Guelph, Ontario, for the 
production of motor lorries. The Detroit works are reputed 
to have a capacity of 12,000 lorries annually. 

The Rubberset Company, of Newark, New Jersey, brush 
manufacturers, have purchased a vacant factory at Graven- 
hurst, Ontario, where finished brush handles will be made 
for both the company’s Canadian branch factory in Toronto 
and for the parent factory in Newark, New Jersey. 

The new tyre factory at Kitchener, Ontario, controlled by 
Messrs. Ames, Holden, McCready Company, Limited, Mon- 
treal, is now producing tyres. Additions are being made to 
the company’s Montreal factory, which is being equipped to 
produce rubber and canvas footwear, motor car inner tubes 
waterproofed fabric, etc. 

Work has commenced on the erection of the new factory 
at Guelph, Ontario, of the Northern Rubber Company, manu- 
faeturers of rubber footwear. ) 





BRITISH WEST INDIES. 


SUGAR CROP IN 1919. 


In a review of the Sugar Crop of the West Indies the 
Canadian Trade Commissioner states that the quantity of 
sugar and molasses exported last year fell below the estimate 
by nearly 24,000 tons. Slight incfeases over their estimates 
were made in Jamaica, Barbados, St. Kitts and St. Vincent, 
but a shortage of 30,000 tons ocurring in Trinidad and 
British Guiana, left the net total shortage as stated above. 
In British Guiana the shortage was accounted for by the 
scarcity of labour in the colony, but in Trinidad there was 
no apparent good reason why there should have been a 
shortage. 

In the statement of the export of sugar given in the 
following table, cane syrup, stated in terms of sugar, is 
included, three puncheons of syrup being taken as equal to 
one ton of sugar. The total export of these together 
amounted to 267,247 tons. The quantity of sugar exported, 
without including syrup, was 239,883 tons, a good pre-war 
average, and the quantity of syrup and molasses was 93,027 
puncheons, of which Barbados exported 81,111 puncheons. 

The following table gives the quantity of sugar exported 
last year, and an estimate of the crop for the present year, 
which includes syrup equated to sugar : — 








Exports, Estimate, 
1919. 1920. 
Tons. Tons. 
RS sadist heeled 75,271 50,000 ~ 
GI Ene ee a Lage 10,901 15,000 - 
SERRE Et Fee rCn 12,841 16,667 - 
i 570 1,136 - 
EIR ae ce oe oe Ra 37 805 40,000 
AEN PE ASLE 43,000 48 000 « 
Britash Guiana _.............0.. 83,140 96,000 - 
Re eT ae Oe 3,661 4,400- 
ESTE a ern 58 115 - 
a ek hit 267 247 271,318 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —continued. 





CEYLON. 
DEVELOPMENT OF FOOD PRODUCTION. 


The Ceylon Government has been aroused to the serious- 
ness Of the present position as regards food production, 
states the ‘Limes of Ceylon,’’ and the Food Production 
Committee’s report, recently published, deals both with the 
factors which have led to the present unsatisfactory 
economic position of the Island, and with measures for the 
amelioration of ruling conditions. ‘The current state of 
affairs is attributed largely, if not entirely, to the un- 
remunerative character of paddy cultivation. Though a 
cultivator can make a living at hitherto prevailing prices 
if he gets one good crop a year, it does not compensate for 
two or three bad seasons, 

Tue Foop PropucTION COMMITTEE'S RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Therefore the Committee recommends a minimum price, 
which is fixed at Rs.3 per bushel for clean, undamaged 
addy, including hill paddy, delivered at such places as the 
Government may appoint. The Committee recommends that 
if the market price falls below Rs.3 per bushel, owing to 
cheaper importations, the Government should protect itself 
by increasing the duty on imported rice. It recommends 
thadb immediate steps be taken for the restoration of village 
tanks, and that sums be given to the Government Agents 
for this purpose, such sums to be recovered by instalments 
from those who benefit. 

The Committee recommends the extension of the scheme 
outlined in the correspondence between the Colonial Secre- 
tary and the Planters’ Association to individuals, companies 
and syndicates, and that it should be advertised in Southern 
India with a view to securing both fresh capital and fresh 


labour. 





PROPOSED COLONISATION OF AREAS, 

It recommends that the settlement at N achchaduwa, pro- 
posed by the Land Development Committee of the Ceylon 
Agricultural Society, be immediately proceeded with. The 
proposal was that 500 acres under this tank should be set 
aside for the formation of colonies of settlers in groups of 
not less than 25 families, each family to be offered free five 
acres of paddy land and three to five acres of high land 
and a home on the village site, in return for which they 
would be required to develop their land in the cultivation 
of foodstuffs, the Government undertaking to provide a 
colonisation officer, a dispensary, a vernacular school, and 
advances of money and food. The Committee would at the 
same time recommend that the same terms approved for the 
Nachchaduwa scheme should be granted wherever no less 
than 25 families of peasant cultivators are prepared to settle 
and cultivate in any area. 

With regard to individual applications for land, the Com- 
mittee is of opinion that it should be stated more definitely 
whether the Government will or will not lease or sell the 
land at the end of the first three years. The Committee 
would also recommend that sales be effected in areas where 
the villagers would be likely to take advantage of the terms 
offered, which are believed to be extremely popular and 
suited to the villagers’ pockets. 

The Committee further recommends that the Government 
should itself open up at least 1,000 acres under Minneriya, 
utilising either imported Indian labour, or prison labour, or 
both. It is also recommended that auy labour imported for 
this purpose should be finally settled on the land so opened 
up, and that the whole area under Minneriya should in this 
way gradually be developed and settled with peasant pro- 
prietors brought from India. 

SCHEME oF ComPuLsoRy CULTIVATION. 

Next the important question of compulsory cultivation is 
dealt with, and the Committee advocates a scheme similar 
to that already in force in Malaya, compelling owners of 
agricultural land of more than 30 acres in extent to culti- 
vate with foodstuffs an area equal to 3 per cent. of the 
cultivated area or equal in acres to 10 per cent. of the 
number of labourers employed by them, whichever may be 
greater. Persons, firms or companies other than Govern- 
ment departments, employing 100 or more employees, must 
cultivate with foodstuffs an area equal in acres to 10 per 
cent. of the number of their employees. - Government 
departments will be required to cultivate as much land as 
possible. It is recommended that the Irrigation Depart- 
ment is no longer to be regarded as revenue-earning. In 
pursuance of the more progressive policy in regard to agri- 
culture, it is suggested that in future means of communica- 
m9 ela precede rather than follow the development of a 
istrict. 

In this last connection ‘the Ceylon Government contem- 
plate light railway extensions from the main line to Trin- 
comalee and Batticaloa. 


























IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 
EUROPE. 


i GREECE (Crete). 


COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY. 
(From H.M, Consul.) 











CanEa. 

Public finance in Crete has improved considerably since 
the war owing to the revival of exportation, especially from 
the Candia district and the taxation upon war-time profits, 
etc. 

General finance has also improved in a marked degree. 
Traders in general made large profits during the war, and 
the peasantry in general are well off, as they sold their pro- 
duce at a great profit at the time when importation was 
reduced to a minimum, and spent almost nothing themselves. 
The value of land has risen greatly and finds ready pur- 
chasers among the peasants. 

Bankine FAciritizs. 

Among the banking institutions in the Island there exists 
a Bank of Public Utility (an Agricultural Bank) at Canea, 
with branches at Rethymo, Candia, Vamos, and San Nicola, 
which advance money to the country people on the surety or 
mortgage of their property at a moderate rate of interest. 
Other banking establishments include branches of the 
National Bank of Greece and Bank of Athens at Canea, 
Candia, and Rethymo, the Ionian Bank, Ltd., and a com- 
mercial bank at Candia; and branches of the National Bank 
of Greece at Vamos (Apokorina), and San Nicola, while other 
Greek banks have agencies in the principal towns. Cheques 
and drafts upon England are cashed or discounted by the 
local banks at a commission of not less than 50 centimes 
per pound sterling. 

Import AND Export TRADE. 

Crete at present receives merchandise through the Pirzeus, 
as well as direct from the United States of America, Canada, 
Brazil, Egypt, etc. There has been a rapid increase in 
trade since the Armistice, especially in the importation of 
cereals, flour, and colonial produce, and there is no longer 
any shortage of foodstuffs. The exportation from Candia 
of raisins, olive oil, soap, wine, cedrates, and sheepskins, 
has also been active. In October, 1919, wheat to the value 
of 4,000,000 drachmas, or £160,000, was imported by special 
ship from America, part being probably from Canada, and 
in the months of September and October raisins to the 
value of 4,000,000 drachmas, or £160,000, were exported 
from Candia. The exportation of olive oil was prohibited 
by Government order early in November. 


OPENINGS FoR Britisu TRADE. 

With the exception of certain foodstuffs it may be said 
that every kind of goods produced in the United Kingdom 
are required locally, especially textiles, ironmongery, tin- 
plate, galvanised sheets, sodas (carbonate and caustic), 
empty bags, nickel-plated goods, earthenware, china (iron- 
stone) for dinner and tea sets, oil engines and stationery. 

Certain United States interests have a strong hold upon 
the trade in cotton goods, though Barcelona firms now com- 
pete in textiles in general, and Milan firms in drills, twills, 
and other cotton goods, while Japan supplies whites and 
greys (cabots), transhipped at Port Said, or Suez. France 
sends silks and velvets, and also pharmaceutical drugs and 
medicines. 

MetuHops or BUSINESS. 

As regards methods of business, many foreign firms 
demand an advance together with the order placed with 
them, the balance to be paid in their country when the goods 
are ready for shipment. Other firms demand the opening 
of credit in a bank in the country of origin, and payment 
by that bank against presentation of shipping documents. 
This method, however, is now rendered almost impracticable 
through the Government regulation, to which reference is 
made below. (See ‘“‘Recent Regulations Affecting Trade.’’) 


REPRESENTATION OF BRITISH FIRMS. 

The representation of British firms is often effected by 
the appointment of an agent at Athens for the whole of 
Greece, including Crete. These agents appoint sub-agents 
in the provinces from whom they usually levy commission. 
It would be far better for British firms, desirous of doing 
business with Crete, to appoint a separate agent for Crete, 
or, better still, an agent in each of the three important 
towns of Canea, Candia, and Rethymo, which might still 
further promote their interests. A competent commercial 
traveller, conversant with the language and acquainted with 
Greek customs and business methods, would reap an im- 
mediate harvest for any British firm if commissioned to 
travel through Crete with appropriate samples and price” 
lists, and to grant such terms of credit or payment as he 
judged, on mature enquiry and consideration, to be both 
expedient and safe for his employers- 
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CrETAN INDUSTRIES. 

Apart from the making of ordinary wine and the extrac- 
tion of oil from the olive, the only Cretan industries of im- 
portance are the soap industry and the making of sole and 
upper leather. Lace is also made by hand. ‘Ihe supply 1s 
not large, but workmanship and design are frequently very 
good. Patterns are mostly brought trom abroad. 

Provuction or Raw MartErRIALs. 

Raw material products comprise sheep and goatskins, 
silk cocoons (exported to France and Italy), sage and 
dittany, carobs, cedrates, a little wool (destined for Greece), 
and raisins (exported to the United Kingdom, Austria, 
Germany, Roumania, Holland, etc.). 

DiscovERY OF LIGNITE. 

Lignite deposits nave been discovered im the proviilce ol 
Aginos Vussilios (ethymo districts) at a place called 
Piakia, three kuometres irom the sea. Mining operations 
have colmenced, and tour galleries have been opened Out. 
The mine is connected with the sea by a Decauviile raul. 
Turee hundred miners are now employed, About 1,UU0U 
tous of lignite from this mine have been shipped to the 
Pirzeus at 15U to itVU drachmas (£0 4s. to LO Ss.) per ion, 
c.l.f. Lhe quality is reported to be good. 

There has been no shortage of labour, aud the relations 
of labour with capital have been, on the whole, satisfactory. 
Working men are generally well off owing to the increase oi 
wages, which more than compensates tor the rise in prices. 

RECENT LEGISLATION AreECTING TRADE. 

The chiet feature of legisiation enacted recently, and 
more closely attecting trade with abroad, is the Government 
restriction upon sending money out of Greece, devised to 
maintain the high rate of the Greek exchange in foreign 
countries. Under this regulation importers were compelled 
io deposit 10 per cent. (since increased to 20 per cent.) of 
the value of any credit exceeditig 1,000 drachmas (£40), 
opened abroad, in a local bank at the disposal of the Hellenic 
Government, as guarantee that the said credit will be 
utilised exclusively for the purpose of payment of the speci- 
fied order placed abroad. ‘his deposit is returned to the 
trader only after the arrival of the goods, which has to be 
proved by the submission to the competent Ministry at 
Athens of the local Custom House documents, It was for- 
feited to the Government in the event of such documents 
not being produced within the period of six months (since 
reduced to three months) from the date of opening of the 
credit. 

This restrictive regulation discourages importers from ex- 
tending their relations with foreigu countries, and tends, 
in fact, to paralyse the import trade, as it is difficult, for 
various reasons, to ensure the arrival of the goods within 
the specified period. 

Pustic Works: Roaps anp Ports. 

As regards public works, the following roads are under 
construction in Crete :— 

From Gavalomuri to Voukolies; irom Melissourio to 
Rhodopou; from Koroti of Rethymo to Arghiropoli; from 
Perama to Garazo; from Gazi to Roghdia of Candia; from 
Aghai Varvara to Aghii Deka; trom Aghios Vassilios to 
Arkhalochori; from ,Apostoli to Castelli Pediada; from 
Kartero to Chersonnissos and from Yerapetra to the North 
Coast of the Island. Credits have been voted for other 
roads to be constructed later. 

The projects for the construction of ports at-Canea and 
Rethymo, though approved, remain in abeyance, and al- 
though about 1,000,000 drachmas (£40,000) have been col- 
lected from the Candia harbour dues, and tenders have been 
invited for the building of a port there, the conditions and 
plans for the work have not yet been elaborated. 


SHIPPING CONNECTIONS. 

Some of the Greek steamships engaged in the coasting 
trade, and plying between Pireus and Cretan ports, after 
touching at Cretan ports, proceed to Alexandria and Port 
Said, and return to Cretan waters. Apart from Greek 
steamers, there is a fortnightly service of former Austrian- 
Lloyd steamers now belonging to the Lloyd Triestino Com- 
pany, and flying.the inter-Allied flag, from Trieste to Con- 
stantinople, touching at Venice, Corfu, Canea, Alexandria, 
Smyrna, etc., and also a fortnightly service of the same 
company’s steamers sailing from Trieste and Venice for 
Patras, Pireus, Salonica, Constantinople, Smyrna, Syrian 
ports, Port Said, Alexandria, and Canea. These vessels vary 
in size from 1,500 to 1,800 tons. 

A British steamer, of a well-known line, called at Candia 
during November, 1919, taking considerable cargo there, but 
goods from the United Kingdom destined for Crete almost 
invariably undergo transhipment at the Pirzeus, which, how- 
ever, entails considerable disadvantage and delay. : 

Local shipbuilding is confined to the construction of 
lighters and small sailing vessels. 
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NORWAY. 











HE WHALING INDUSTRY. 

At the outbreak of the war there were four Norwe ian 
companies engaged in whaling at South Georgia, anda 
at the South Shetlands. In addition, Norwegian enterprigs 
were int rested in the waters round about the Farée Island 
Shetlands, Hebrides, and Ireland, oft Alaska, Mexico and 
South America, on the Kast, West and South Coasts 
Africa, and off West Australia. With the exception . 
Alaska, all the above-mentioned grounds were by degy : 
abandoned, so that towards the end of the war the oak 
regular whaling carried on was that in the Antarctic. 















































































Decreasep PRopUCTION oF OIL. 

The yield of the Norwegian whaling companies in 1913 wa 
about 6U0,UU0 barrels of oil, corresponding to about 4-Sthe 
the world’s production. In 1918, according to the “ Aften 
posten”’ the Norwegian total was reduced to 147,000 barrels 
or 43 per cent. of the world’s production, and only a quarter 
of the quantity obtained in 1913. In 1919 there was, 
small recovery to 163,000 barrels in quantity, and 45: in 
percentage of world production, the value of Norway’s pre. 
portion being assessed at about 33 million kroner. 

Tue Rise in Price: 

In 1905 the price was at the low level of £15 per ton, by 
rose in 1913 (on account of the new methods of fat hardenin ) 
to £22. In the spring of 1914 the price was £23 10s, b 
1918 oil in barrels was sold on the basis of £62 10s. per to 
for No. O/1. 

it was the high freights created by the war that saved q 
number of Norwegian whaling companies from ruin. Ag ap 
instance of the enormous reduction in the number of whale 
caught by one company, the Chairman of the Norwegian 
Whalers’ Association has stated that off the coast of Portr. 
guese West Africa-the catch was as follows: — 

In 1910, with two whaling boats, 360 whales; in 1911, with 
three whaling boats, 950 whales; in 1914, with four whaling 
boats, 197 whales. 

The company were compelled to give up whaling, and in 
most cases the ‘‘floating oil extractors were put into the 
freight trade, and the whaling boats sold to the Allies, who 
used them as patrol ships. Some of the newest and best were 
re-bought for Norway with the immediate object of employing 
them on the Northern whaling grounds. 





PROSPECTS oF WHALING GROUNDS. 
The following is a summary of views concerning the various 
whaling grounds and their prospects : — 





SOUTHERN GROUNDS. 


South Georgia and South Shetlands.—The companies 
working there find the number of whales quite sufficient. 

A frica.—Whaling could only be resumed with any prospect 
of success by the very few companies who have either kept 
their whaling boats, or would eventually be able to procure 
some without difficulty. 

West Australia.—On account of its far-distant situation, 
it must be assumed that for the present, at least, West 
Australia has played its part as a whaling ground for Nor- 
Wwegian companies. 

NORTHERN GROUNDS. 

The Shetlands.—These islands will probably be closed to 
whalers. . 

The Farée Islands.—The companies are Danish, but Nor- 
wegians are interested in them. 

The Hebrides and Ireland.—Whaling will be resumed with 
the material previously employed. 

As the above grounds are the only ones that can come under 
consideration, the sale of Norwegian whaling boats to foreign 
countries must be regarded as advantageous to national 
economy. 





ROU MANIA. 


IMMOBILISATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS. 
(from A. Adams, Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation.) 
BucuHaREst. 


A summary translation of the Law for the Immobilisation 
and Distribution of Agricultural Products of 4th March Is 
given below. This Law follows on the Decision of the Councl 
of Ministers, and forms the legal background for the activ 
ties of the Ministries of Agriculture and the Interior ™ 
facilitating the supply of seed corn of various kinds to the 
cultivators. 














Y 6, 19% 


———___ 


lued, 


N Or Wegian 
a, and gy 
CLLCEr rise 
‘ve Islands 
CX1€O, and 
Coasts ot 
ception of 
by degre 
r the onl 
‘ctic, 


Dn 1Y13 wa 
t 4-dths of 
le ‘After. 
UO barrels, 
—& Quarter 
eTe Was a 
nd 454 In 
Way's pro. 


r ton, bu 
ardening) 
3 10s. Ip 
S. per ton 


t saved g 
n. Asap 
of whale 
or wegian 
of Portu. 


(911, with 
r whaling 


g, and in 

into the 
llies, who 
best were 
mploying 


e Various 


om panies 
sient. 
prospect 
her kept 
» procure 


ituation, 


st, West 
for Nor- 


‘losed to 
put Nor- 
ned with 
16 under 


y foreign 
national 











| OF 


gation.) 
\REST. 

jlisation 
{arch 18 
Council 
> activl- 
srior 12 
: to the 





May 6, 1920 ; 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 





= 
IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





[t will be noted that Article 7 repeats the prohibition of 
the export of agricultural products. The Government hopes 
hy the execution of this Law to supply every cultivator need- 
ing seed corn, and in addition to safeguard the food supplies 
of the nation until the next harvest. Sowings of wheat in 
the spring in Muntenia (the southern part of Roumania) 
are not advisable, as during the fairly dry months of April 
and May the wheat is unable to take firm root, and, there- 
fore, the yield is not very satisfactory. [or this reason an 
attempt 1s being made to supply the cultivators of Muntenta 
and the Dobrogea with seed barley, and it is hoped that 
the peasants will not show much opposition to the sowing 
of this crop, although up to the present the attempt has not 
met with any great success, as the peasants conservatively 
prefer wheat, to which they are accustomed. 


SumMarRyY oF Law. 

Article 1.—Declares immobilised in the hands of their 
resent holders the entire quantity of wheat, rye, maize, 
barley, oats, beans, peas, lentils, millet, rape-seed, linseed, 
hemp, sunflower seed, potatoes, as well as their derivatives, 
in the whole country, including the new Provinces. 

Sales in the interior of the country of quantities up to one 
ton for food and seed are permitted with the authorisation 
of the Communal Supplies Commission. | 
Article 2.—Makes obligatory the declaration by the culti- 
vators of grains in their possession, and also calls upon all 
railway officials, captains of ports, administrators of docks 
and warehouses, as well as civil and military authorities, and 
owners of warehouses; to make similar declarations regardinz 
the quantities held by them. 
Article’ 3.—The Communal Commission shall establish the 
disposable quantity within the Commune, leaving to each 
producer a quantity necessary to cover his needs for food 
and for seed or himself, his family, his servants, his work- 
men, and his animals. The other part becomes immediately 
the possession of the State, which is obliged to pay for it 
within a month. 

Article 4.—The prices to be paid by the State shall be 
fxed in the region or Province by the Ministry of the 
Interior. 

Article 5.—The distribution of and payment for the 
quantity acquired by the State shall be effected by the 
Ministry of the Interior. mr 
Article 6.—Opens a credit of 200 million lei at the Ministry 
of the Interior and of 100 million lei at the Ministry of 
4griculture in order to assure the necessary stocks for food 
and seed. 

Article 7.The export of all agricultural products men- 
tied in Article 1 is, and remains, prohibited until fresh 
dispositions. Should the existence of a surplus be verified, 
and provided such export does not prejudice the interests 
of the population as regards food, a decision may be made 
by the Council of Ministers to permit the export of the 
disposable surplus by an organisation, in which shall take 
part the State, the Federal and the Agricultural Syndicates. 
Article 8.—All sales or transactions contrary to the pre- 
sent law are declared null and void, save purchases made 
by State Departments direct from the agriculturists. 
Article 9.—States that prices for the sale of the derivatives 
of the products mentioned in Article 1 shall be fixed by the 
Ministry of the Interior. 

Article 10.—No transport by rail or by water of any 
agricultural product can be made, save with the special 
authorisation given by the Ministry of the Interior through 
the General Direction of Provisioning or by the Depart- 
mental Commissions of Provisioning. 

Articles 11 to 26, inclusive, provide a series of penalties 
for contraventions of the present law. 

Article 27.—Authorises the Council of Ministers to return 
to freedom of trade after the present law shall have fulfilled 
its purpose. 

Article 28.—Repeals all contrary dispositions. 

Article 29.—Institutes a Committee for the purpose of 
isting regulations for the execution of the present law. 
This Committee is to be formed of one delegate from the 
State Railways, one delegate from the Central Caisse of 
the Artisans’ Societies nominated by the Ministry of Indus- 
tty, a delegate from the Ministry of Agriculture, a delegate 
from the Central Caisse of the Co-operatives, a delegate 
from the Ministry of the Interior, one from the Ministry 
of War, one from the Chamber of Commerce at Bucharest, 
and one from each of the Provinces of Transylvania, 
Bessarabia and Bucovina. 

Article 30.—Hands over the application of the law to the 
Ministry of the Interior, and incorporates the General 
irection of Provisioning in this Ministry. 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 
SWITZERLAND. 
TOTAL TRADE IN 1919. 
(from J. R. Cahill, Commercial Secretary to 
H.M. Legation.) 
BERNE. 


The returns of Swiss imports and exports of the most im- 
portant goods for the fourth quarter 1919, which have just 
been issued by the Federal Customs Department, give the 
total imports for the year as francs. 3,533,385,683, compared 
with francs 2,401,462,715 in 1918. Exports attained the 
value of francs 3,298,086,037, as compared with francs 
1 963,171,375 for 1918, showing an increase of approximately 
| 3835 million francs. 


TRADE WITH THE UNITED KInGpom. 

The following figures relative to the principal Swiss exports 
to the United Kingdom (e.g., embroideries, ribbons, watches, 
chocolate, and condensed milk) show very clearly the large 
margins in favour of Swiss trade, as compared with British 
exports to Switzerland of these same articles :— 


Imports from 


Kixports to 
United Kingdom. 


United Kingdom. 
































Frs. Frs. 
Ribbons— 
ir Aten A et 1,284 45,508 ,638 
EN Ee er 40,027 319,154 
41,311 45 827,792 
Embroideries— 
Ss eben billet rede cia cn 4,183 804 ,697 
NS elihebeiid santas 9,443 60,788,818 
~- 13,626 61,593,515 
Clocks— 
EE er es 8,021 491 465 
Watches— 
BY ssistisuisdivebdiii, — 15,662,878 
eat ee ee — 10,071,458 
ee oe —- 1,639,690 
27 374,026 
OS ae, 740 16,284,593 
Condensed milk _.......... 8,899 178,339 


Before the war the United States were Switzerland’s best 
customers in so far as the embroidery industry was con- 
cerned, but since 1918 Germany appears at the top of the 
list, and it is considered very likely that in 1920 the United 
Kingdom will hold first place as importer of Swiss em- 
broideries. | 

The subjoined table shows in thousands of franes the values 
of Swiss exports to the above-mentioned three countries : — 











1913. 1918. 1919. 
Germany _.......... 18,006 70,000 127 ,000 
England _.......... .~ 40,000 51,000 62,000 
pe rr 61,424 5,000 16,000 
AFRICA, 
CYRENAICA. 
THE BARLEY CROP. 
(From H.M. Acting Consul.) 
BENGASI. 


The prospects of the barley crop in Cyrenaica are excellent 
and the harvest promises to be a record one since the Italian 
occupation of the country. Rain has fallen in abundance, 
and the natives have been able, thanks to Government 
supplies of seed, to sow considerably more than last year or 
in any previous year. 

The yield is estimated at 30,000 metric tons at least, and 
it may even reach 50,000. Though, however, the crop, the 
harvesting of which takes place from about mid-April to 
mid-May, may now be considered as practically safe, it is 
not yet possible to estimate what proportion, if any, of the 
yield will be allowed to be exported. 

The remainder of last year’s barley crop, amounting to 
4,000 or 5,000 tons, which is lying in merchants’ depots at 
Bengasi, will probably be allowed free export shortly, and 
it is understood that it is very unlikely that any restriction 
will be placed upon export. The price of this stock has 
risen a little since the beginning of the year, and is now 
about 608 to 650 lire the metric ton, but would probably 
rise slightly were there any prospect of getting it out of 
the country. 
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TRIPOLI. 


REVIVAL OF ESPARTO TRADE. 
(From H.M. Acting Consul-General.) 
TRIPOLI. 

Two hundred camel loads of esparto grass arrived here 
recently from the interior. The average camel load is 275 
kilos, and the approximate price of esparto delivered here 
is 32 lire per 100 kilos. (It was about 5 lire in 1914.) 

This esparto is to be pressed here, but for the future it 
is to be pressed in the interior. Much larger quantities 
have also arrived for the same firms at Khoms. Further 
arrivals are expected both at Tripoli and Khoms. 

No arrangements for shipping appear to have been yet 
made at either place. These arrivals are the first since 1914. 
Esparto was the chief article of export from Tripolitania 
(nearly all for the United Kingdom), and it may be hoped 
that the export will now re-commence. 


ASIA, 


CHINA. 


THE HAIR-NET TRADE OF CHEFOO. 


(From H. H. Fox, C.M.G., Commercial Counsellor 
of H.M. Legation.) 

















SHANGHAI. 

The year 1919 opened with fair stocks on hand at reason- 
able prices on a parity with the rates at which an increased 
business had been done during the previous six months. A 
brisk demand from America made itself felt in the early 
spring, and prices commenced to rise in April/May. Then 
came an intimation that American importing firms had sold 
forward on the basis of autumn prices, and offers came 
forward rapidly showing an increased desire to cover before 
prices went still higher. 


AMERICAN DEMAND. 


In June/July the English and French markets, becoming 
aware of the steadily-growing demand from the United 
States, came in with further business, mostly at prices quite 
impossible to effect the placing of orders. Some importers, 
however, covered a portion of their season’s requirements at 
that time, but the English and French markets must un- 
doubtedly have gone short of their requirements in the 
latter half of the year. This was quickly followed by a 
greater keenness on the part of American buyers to get hold 
of nets ‘‘at any price,’’ and the autumn showed an excited 
scramble to secure deliveries before the next man got hold 
of them. 

The presence in Chefoo of quite a number of the repre- 
sentatives of the American buying firms, who evidently 
thought it policy to work direct with the native dealers and 
brokers from the country, undoubtedly helped to push up 
rates to an unheard of height, and nets costing 2°20 Mex. 
dols. in the spring were snapped up at 4°50 dols. and more 
before the end of the year. 

The result was, naturally, that contracts placed before the 
rise were in a great measure ignored, and considered can- 
celled, by the native suppliers and dealers, and the goods 
made against them were handed over to the highest bidder. 
This is no new feature of the native hair-net dealers’ ideas 
of commercial integrity. 

INFERIOR PRODUCTION. 


An even more serious feature was the prompt reduction 
in the quality of practically all nets that were made, com- 
bined with a distinct refusal on the part of the workers to 
turn out anything but No. 10 Cap Nets and 38/40 Fringe 
Nets, these being the two sizes required by the American 
buyers. 

It is no exaggeration to state that a good portion of what 
was brought in from the country and slfipped from January 
to December was as much as 50 per cent. inferior to the nets 
that were accepted as standard quality prior to that period. 
Re-dyed nets, i.e., nets dyed in the gross after making, with 
the idea of giving them all a somewhat more uniform appear- 
ance, were bought up and shipped as sound cargo, and 
browns were converted into auburns by a dip in the red-ink 
bottle. 

It is not, therefore, surprising to hear that 80,000 gross 
in one lot have been returned from America to China as un- 
marketable cargo. The English and French buyers, mean- 
while, mostly ‘‘stood-by’’ until the excitement abated, but 
the year closed with prices still high, although from 10 per 
cent. to 15 per cent. easier than when the rush was at its 
height. 

Greater care is being shown now by those who are still 
buying in fair quantities, but the golden harvest reaped by 
the dealers, brokers, and workers has placed them in an 














IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 









independent position as regards the quality of the nets that 
they choose to turn out. This may prove a great setback 
to the industry. 

It is unfortunate that an industry showing the promise 
that the making of hair nets indicated in this province shoylj 
be endangered by the recent phenomenal demand; by 
probably, the experience of both buyers and makers will }g 
the means of steadying the indifferent outturn, and the 
promiscuous buying that has been indulged in whilst the 
demand lasted; and this trade may develop and increag 
as it undoubtedly should do if properly handled by ajj 
concerned. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


FINAL FOREIGN TRADE STATISTICS 
IN SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS. 


The prospective enforcement of the eighteenth amendmen} 
to the Constitution of the United States, and the final order 
from the Commissioner of Internal Revenue that ‘‘all ships 
carrying intoxicating liquors must have cleared Customs } 
midnight of 16th January, otherwise spirits forfeitable,” 
resulted in the exportation of 14,178,793 dols. worth of 
domestic spirituous liquors during the first 16 days of 
January. This, states a Memorandum prepared by the 
Division of Statistics, Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce, was only 5,270,691 dols. less than the 
domestic exports for the entire calendar year 1919, amount- 
ing to 19,449,484 dols.; and 4,278,193 dols. in excess of the 
1918 shipments, valued at 9,900,600 dols. In addition to the 
domestic exports, there were re-exports of foreign spirituous 
liquors valued at 282,608 dols. in 1919, as compared with 
576,441 dols. in 1918, a decrease of 293,833 dols. There was 
a decline of 4,497,434 dols. in the imports of spirits, wines, 
_ = liquors from 5,014,090 dols. in 1918 to 516,656 dols. 
in ’ 

Domestic exports in 1919 consisted of 2,196,300 dols. 
worth of malt liquors, mostly bottled; 21,769,713 proof 
gallons of distilled spirits, worth 12,498,419 dols.; and 
4,926,425 gallons of wines, valued at 4,754,765 dols. This 
is an increase over 1918 of 85,054 dols. worth of malt liquors; 
12,761,227 proof gallons of distilled spirits, worth 6,749,880: 
and 1,701,377 gallons of wines, valued at 2,713,950 dols. 
The most valuable items in the foreign exports were 13,962 
proof gallons of whisky, invoiced at 91,629 dols., and 60,902 
gallons of still wines in casks, valued at 75,414. Imports in 
1919 were almost exclusively wines, the principal items 
being 9,274 dozen quarts of champagne and other sparkling 
wines, valued at 211,162 dols., of which 9,160 dozen quarts, 
worth 207,107 dols., came from France; and total still wines 
worth 302,427 dols., of which 249,840 dols. came from Italy. 


DESTINATION OF Exports. 


Cuba was the principal country of destination for January 
exports of bottled malt liquors; Italy, the Netherlands, and 
Canada for alcohol; British West Africa and China for rum; 
France, the United Kingdom, the West Indies, Cuba, and 
Germany for whisky and other distilled spirits; and the 
United Kingdom, China, Japan, Germany, Canada, Cuba, 
and Mexico, in the order named, for wines. 

The bulk of malt liquors, chieJy beer, exported in 
January, was in bottles, only 3,395 gallons worth 1,975 dols. 
being shipped in other coverings, Of the bottled product, 
Cuba received 53,490 dozen quarts, valued at 110,278 dols.; 
the Dutch East Indies 42,025 dozen quarts, at 87,266 dols.; 
British India, 11,614 dozen quarts, at 29,346 dols.; the 
Straits Settlements, 12,335 dozen quarts, at 32,391 dols.; 
Mexico, 21,226 dozen quarts, at 24,024 dols.: Dominican 
Republic, 13,205 dozen quarts, at 28,319 dols.; British West 
Indies, 13,265 dozen quarts, at 25,233 dols.; Honduras, 
6,773 dozen quarts, at 13,021 dols.; Nicaragua, 9,782 dozen 
quarts, at 13,501 dols.; and less significant amounts went 
to other countries. 

Exports of rum in January were comparatively small, 
going to nine countries in all, British West Africa taking 
16,618 proof gallons, valued at 28,040 dols.; China, 14,149 
proof gallons, at 13,264 dols.; British West Indies, 2,730 
proof gallons, at 6,000 dols.; Denmark, 943 proof gallons, 
at 4,769 dols.; and other countries smaller quantities. 

Extraordinary exports of domestic wines occurred i 
January, the United Kingdom receiving 1,866,256 gallons, 
invoiced at 942,425 dols.: China 456,087 gallons, at 507,400 
dols.; Japan 633,085 gallons, at 486,671 dols.; Germany 
489,109 gallons, at 249,586 dols.; Canada 174,966 gallons, at 
231.889 dols. ; Cuba 94.749 gallons, at 111,640 dols. ; Mexico 
87,636 gallons, at 110,797 dols.: the Netherlands 164,740 
gallons, at 71,254 dols.; Dutch East Indies 34,022 gallons, 
at 58,947 dols.; Central America 41,222 gallons, at 53,624 
dols.; South America 65,406 gallons, at 100,536 dols.; with 
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smaller amounts to more than a score of other countries, 
amounting in the aggregate to 4,266,551 gallons, valued 
at 3,056,870 dols., for the month. 


Exports OF ALCOHOL FOR FUEL AND INDUSTRIAL PURPOSES. 

In the month of January, 1920, 6,467,728 proof gallons of 
alcohol, valued at 2,065,539 dols., an average price of 0°32 
dols. per proof gallon, were exported. The larger part went 
to European countries for industrial or fuel use, the 
scarcity and high prices of coal and petrol rendering it par- 
ticularly advantageous for the latter purpose. 

Alcohol exported in January equalled 31 per cent. in 
quantity and 23 per cent. in value of the total exports of 
this commodity in 1919. 


Stocks on Hanp. 

fotal spirits, wines, and liquors remaining in bonded 
custom warehouses at the end of 3lst January, 1920, were 
valued at 350,241 dols., consisting of 4,005 dols. worth of 
malt liquors; 21,286 proof gallons of brandy, worth 108,911 
dols. ; 19,184 proof gallons of cordials, liqueurs, etc., valued 
at 15,018 dols.; 4,555 proof gallons of gin, at 7,324 dols. ; 
8.447 proof gallons of whisky, at 35,685 dols. ; 68,046 proof 
gallons all other distilled spirits at 35,928 dols. (total distilled 
spirits amounting to 121,518 proof gallons, worth 202,866 
dols.) ; 70,790 gallons of still wines, valued at 126,551 dols. ; 
and 796 dozen quarts of still wines, worth 16,819 dols. No 
champagne was left in warehouses. 


LATIN AMERICA. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


ESTIMATED YIELD OF CROPS. 


(From H. O. Chalkley, Commercial Secretary to 
H.M. Legation.) 











Burenos AIRES. 

The Direction-General of Rural Economy and Statistics 
has submitted to the Ministry of Agriculture the first annual 
estimate of the present (1919-1920) wheat, linseed, oats, 
barley, canary seed, and pea-nut harvest. 

WHEAT. 

According to this report wheat will yield 5,828,000 tons, 

made up as follows: — 


Tons. 
NB: © ssi ihngneivesibagsenios 1,857,000 
SILL: tes sincschcdpneenianeatneneded 1,100,000 
RII, dics in iisiininispsierediianapahcdiiil 1,701,000 
BE IL: cccaisicicentenetenseeeued 320,000 
Teth SUD  ceancaccacesensesccesssceyees 650,000 
MEE dncnaconsnccneesccen 200 ,000 


LINSEED. 
The linseed harvest is expected to amount to 1,067,830 
tohs, made up in the following manner :— 


aia nslnetta 159,000 
RTL xii nsannncesanubbtonnenn 229,730 
SID \” decausaiasennunensnss- wenneiies 440,600 
RN scunsncisiadinashsimbbetibiatbe 206,500 
BE I, cca psvcvsevecerensecseovscess 24 ,000 
Other territories § ...........csecccees 8,000 
“ OaTs. 
Probably 829,000 tons of oats will be nies as follows: 
Ons. 
| sc icicvasainsibacndabons 624,000 
ER ki cexstimaaieiorcantepede — 20,000 
I ein add sabrina necsmembeniennn 35,000 
PETE. «cde senicassennnbeusduul 56,000 
EI © dcnadccensacecnssseinescoesens 69,000 
Other territories  .....ccssccsccceccee 25,000 
BaRLEY. 


The barley crop is likely to amount to 223,800 tons, made 
up as follows :— 


Tons. 
SD os wainsensinmanibibiis 74,700 
DTT ' . inde aiiiiesnensonnosateenenionn 49,500 
SS RSS perenne 8 51,300 
RIE, 3 ncntbeninamsuneeeaionen 2,200 
I ~\idcbicsatahiwsnsiannidiains 29,700 
ERG BEETIROTIER  occisccccccscccccces 16,400 


Canary SEED. 
_ The total yield of canary seed is estimated at 12,890 tons, 
in the following districts : — 


Tons. 
I ind i cenmnlancandeden 7,200 
taal onad sda sninmeneaiie 2,400 
ass wc al 1,500 
SE Roper Heese 200 
IR iin ciitvebinbnnnadincdenienins 350 
Other territories ...  ......000.... 1,240 


| 
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a . Pea-NvtTs. 
It is considered that 53,500 tons of pea-nuts will be 
harvested as follows: — 


Tons. 
OTD 600 
ila ieienisanpeliiaidions 12,000 
a i eink ta ae al 20,000 
INE: tiisinisiitinsweniiinnoinisionbiccabe 5,200 
Other territories ................0006. 15,700 


The Directorate of Rural Economy estimates that the cost: 
of gathering the harvest, including reaping, stacking, 
threshing, bags, etc., will amount to 268,954,000 dols. 
Argentine currency. 





CHILE. 


HARVEST PROSPECTS. 
(From H.M. Legation.) 





SANTIAGO. 

The wheat crop for 1920 will be much larger than was. 
previously estimated. 

The total crop, it is confidently anticipated, will exceed 
the quantity required for home consumption by about one. 
million metric quintals, which will be available for exporta- 
tion. The exportation of wheat therefore for the year 1920 
will be double that of last year, when it only amounted to. 
500,000 metric quintals. 

In the central zone the crop promises to be good, and more 
especially so in the southern zone, although in this latter 
it may be a little late owing to the spring rains, and here 
also a larger quantity of seed was sown as compared with 
previous seasons. 

In Imperial, the chief wheat district of Chile, great 
activity is being shown in getting in an abundant crop, 15- 
to 18 kilos of grain being threshed for every one of seed 
sown. 





DEVELOPMENT OF NATIONAL INDUSTRIES. 
(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation.) 


P SANTIAGO. 

The Chilean Society for the Promotion of National Indus- 
tries (Sociedad de Fomento Fabril) is arranging an 
Assembly of Industrialists to meet in Santiago on the 21st, 
22nd, and 23rd of May next for the purpose of studying all 
questions relating to the creation of new industries and the 
improvement of existing national industries. They will 
further study proposals for laws tending towards the im- 
provement of the labouring classes and such as deal with the 
relations between capital and labour, and resolve upon the 
line ef policy to be followed which is most calculated to 
stimulate and increase the development of the various com- 
ponent factors necessary for national production. 

The desire to increase national industries in this country 
is continually gaining ground, and as far as the present 
development and economic resources of the country allow, 
few opportunities are lost of commencing new industries. 

This factor is one of great importance when considering 
the future export trade from Great Britain to Chile, and 
should not be lost sight of. 





VENEZUELA. 


REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE EXPLOITA- 
TION OF NATURAL RESOURCES. 
(From H.M. Minister.) 





CaRaoas. 

A Federal Decree, relating to the conditions under which 
contracts for the exploitation of natural products will be 
granted, was published on 4th March. Its provisions are: — 

Before signing a contract, contractors shall deposit at the 
Bank of Venezuela as a guarantee of fulfilment the sum of 
2,000 bolivars in cash or its equivalent in bonds of the Con- 
solidated Internal National Debt of 3 per cent. per annum 
in the case of pendare (chicle), balata, mangrove, rubber, 
lucateva, sasafras, fibres, and cocuy (agave), or in the same 
form 5,000 bolivars in the case of tonca beans, copaiva, or 
carapo oil, 

The zone under contract shall not exceed 50,000 hectares. 

Contractors shall undertake to carry out the exploitation 
in such a manner that the tax which they have to pay to 
the National Treasury shall not be less than 1,200 bolivars 
per annum, which in any case they shall pay at the end of 
each quarter. 

Only one contract may be made with one person or com- 
pany. This provision covers also all transfers of such 
contracts. 


— 
— 
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Finance and Banking. 
EAST AFRICA. 
lHE RUPEE CURRENCY. 


In the course oj correspondence between Lieutenani- 
Colonel L. 5. Amery, M.P., Under-Secretary of State tor 
the Colonies, and Captain G. K. V. Bowyer, M.C., M.P., on 
tne subject of the recent currency changes in Kast Africa, 
Coionei Aimery explains the diihculties of substituting a 
depreciated sterling currency lor an appreciated rupee cur- 
coiupromise arrived at by tiie 








rency, and deienaus the 
(vioniai Uthce. He writes:- 

* A final objection to the attempt to iorce back the rupee 
tv ls. 4d., aiter 1t had gone above 2s. 4dd., was the proba- 
bility that the resuit of so violent a cliange would have been 
simiply to upset the Whole scaie of ioCal prices, and bhatt 
ihe whole purpose of the measure would thus have been 
We were constantly assured at the Lime that 


irustraved. 
but 


local prices were immutable, whatever the exchange. 
our most recent information from ast Africa is that the 
prices oi local services and producis are rising in terms 
of rupees in spite of the higher value of the rupee as com- 
pared with the sterling, and there can now be little doubt 
that an attempt to torce the rupec down to Is. 4d. would 
only have defeated its object, and that any apparent gain 
to the settler from his obtaining lo rupees to the pound 
would have been neutralised by the increased wages and 
prices which he wouid have had to pay. 

‘‘In view of all these circumstances, 1 am inclined to 
believe that the decision to stabilise the rupee (in future to 
be called the florin) at 2s. sterling was not only the fairest 
compromise between the various interests affected and 
marked the iurthest length to which it was possible to go 
from the point of view of the local currency situation, but 
was also calculated to give to the settler the greatest 
measure of relief from the effect of the appreciation of the 
rupee which it was, in fact, possible to give. To have 
attempted to have gone further would have created universal 
tinancial chaos in Kast Atrica without achieving the object 
aimed at. Over and above the relief afforded by stabilisa- 
tion ai 2s., everything possible jis being done to ease the 
position of the new settiers to whom land has been allotted 
under the Soldiers’ Séttlement Scheme of last year. In 
addition to the complete re-valuation of their land in terms 
of sterling, no fees or charges are being collected at present, 
and the Governor will, on his return to the Protectorate, 
consider the possibility of allowing a postponement of the 
payments due by the settlers to the Government. As the 
payment for the farms is in any case spread over a long 
period of years, the relief will assist the settiers during 
each year of their operations. Ordinary working expenses 
must Im any case increase in terms of sterling, but 1t must 
be remembered that the prices obtained for exported pro- 
ducts are themselves largely swollen by the depreciation ol 
sterling, while what the settlers sell for local consumption 
will be paid for in local currency, and will not be affected 
by the value of that currency in terms of sterling. 

‘‘T venture to suggest that while no measures which could 
have been taken could possibly have saved the European 
settlers in East Africa from all the consequences of the 
depreciation of sterling, itself an inevitable consequence ot 
the war, or from all the consequences of the appreciation of 
the Indian rupee, the measures actually taken have afforded 
the greatest amount of relief possible without a general 
dislocation of all business, have secured a permanently stable 
exchange for East Africa in terms of sterling, and have 
been devised in the best interests of every section of the 
East African community.”’ 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


AND THE GOLD SPECIE 
SITUATION. 

The plans and specifications for the new South African 
Mint have been completed. The plant has been ordered, and 
tenders for its construction will shortly be called for. The 
Mint is to be the largest in the world, and capable, if 
necessary, of dealing with the entire gold output of the Rand. 
Its cost is placed in the neighbourhood of £400,000. 

Speaking recently in the South African Parliament on the 
drainage of gold from the Union, the Minister for Mines and 
Industries gave some interesting facts. In the past five years 
he estimated that gold to the value of 6} millions sterling 
has left the country, chiefly for the East, and in the last six 
months of last year the drainage was £1,300,000. He claimed 
that the banks were not to blame for the shortage of gold 
specie in the Union. The banks and the Government, he 
insisted, had made every effort to secure gold, and the posi- 
tion to-day is that the banks can only secure sovereigns at a 
heavy premium which they pass on to the general public. 
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To remove the embargo on gold at one swoop, hie 
declared, would probably produce a financial crisis, but his 
proposal, eventually adopted by the House, was that the 
Select Committee should consider, not only the question oj 
the embargo in relation to the cost of living, but also the 
desirability of raising the embargo and of modifying the 
present banking and currency systems of the Union. — The 
Government has already drafted the Currency and Banking 
Bills. ) , 

GERMANY. 
SILVER CURRENCY DEMONETISED 

According to a Decree of the Reichsfinanz Ministry, it has 
been determined that the half-mark plece, one " three 
and five mark pieces are to be witndrawn. Also the two- 
inark piece in the form of souvenir coins. The above are 
no longer valid as legal tender | 

Until Ist January, 1921, these coins will be accepted at 
their legai value by the State and Provincial cash offices: 
they will also be exchanged for Reichsbank notes, Treasury 
notes, and Loan Bureau notes. Should the coins be pierced 
or below their full weight the obligation to accept them does 
not exist. 

In view of the above Decree, all silver coins are put out 
of currency. The acceptance of silver coins by the places 
appointed so to do holds good provisionally. | 





DUTCH CREDIT TO GERMANY. 

Phe ‘‘ Frankfurter Zeitung ” has been informed that it 
has been finally decided that Holland will give the German 
Government the 25 million golden credit. The negotiations 
have practically been brought to a conclusion. The pur- 
chases are primarily to be used for the Ruhr district. The 
arrangements. regarding the purchases are to be made 
between the two countries, and are to be effected by private 
firms in order to avoid profiteering. 

The purchase of the following goods has been provided 
for :— 

9,400 tons Dutch frozen meat. 

5,000 tons Dutch cereals. 

60,000 barrels herrings. 

2,000 tons cheese. 

Oil cake and fodder to the value of 2,600,000 gid. 
Other foodstuffs to the value of 12 million gld. 





———- 


KINGDOM OF SERBS, CROATS AND 
SLOVENES. 


EXPORT OF THE NEW ISSUE OF NOTES. 
mm , . : 
| Lhe Department of Overseas Trade is informed that 
following a decision of the Council of Ministers, the Minister 
of Finance has taken steps to prohibit the export of the 
new ‘‘crown-dinar’’ notes. 





ROUMANIA. 
THE BUDGET. 

The new Roumanian Minister of Vinance, in a_ speech 
recently delivered at Craiova on the subject of the forth- 
coming Budget, stated that since 1916 the Government had 
spent without any regard to the future, and that the time 
had now come to put the finances of the country in order. 

The war debt, he stated, amounted to 30 milliards, of 
which 10 milliards were actual war expenses, and_ the 
balance was spent on restoration, railways, roads, rolling- 
stock, the debts inherited from Austria, Hungary, and 
Russia, and Budget deficits. ; 

To meet the debts two Budgets would be introduced—a 
war budget to cover not only the actual expenses of the 
war, but also the cost of reconstruction. This Budget 
would be covered by long-term loans. 

The second Budget would merely deal with current expen- 
diture of 6-6°5 milliards and a revenue of 5-2 milliards. 

Revenue would be secured by a rise in the taxes on 
alcohol and wine, lighting tax, land tax from 6-8} per cent., 
and a tax on properties of less than 6 hectares hitherto 
exempt. There would be new taxes on stock exchange 
transactions and a graduated income tax. 

A uniform currency would also be introduced, and crowns 
and roubles withdrawn. 

Last January, he said, there were 14 million crowns and 
500 million roubles in circulation, whilst to-day there are 
4 milliard 350 million crowns and 1 milliard 700 millicn 
roubles. He further drew attention to the necessity of rais- 
ing the country’s credit abroad, and said that about 160 
millions would meet unredeemed Treasury bonds and other 
liabilities. 
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Shipping and Docks. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
CASUALTY RETURNS, MARCH, 1920. 


The Liverpool Underwriters’ Association has issued the 
following Return of Casualties to Vessels of 000 tons gross 
register and upwards, which have been posted in the Loss 
Book during the month ended 3lst March, 1920:— 

Number and total gross tonnage of vessels lost posted in 
the Loss Book during the month of March in the under- 
mentioned years :— 

















Gross 
1920. Number. Tonnage. 
Eker ee eee apee: —— —~ 
errr | ees Meee ee 12 40,495 
Foreign ............ I i) ogi 6 7,364 
Ee een te a 16 36,904 
34 84,763 
Gross 
1919 Number. Tonnage. 
DS | “neti inicintdiiss chanibaioaall —- — 
SS rr BNL isvcatenhanvenasions 2 6,491 
Foreign ........6+ ERA Wa oneness 5 5,214 
NI eas rel co 2 eg 6 12,425 
13 24,130 
Gross 
1918 Number. Tonnage. 
(Sail oo... esses eeeeee — — 
British ............ EEE eas tear coma 14 25,740 
ee, re | RE ES ve eee ee 5 5,739 
ee Tne 15 23,448 
34 54,927 





BRAZIL. 





PORT IMPROVEMENT WORKS AT BAHIA. 

The “Diario Official,’ of Rio de Janeiro, of 2nd March, 
contains a Decree revising and consolidating the previous 
contracts relative to the port improvement works at Bahia, 
which are being carried out by the Companhia Cessionaria 
das Docas do Porto da Bahia. 

Under the terms of the revised contract the works to be 
executed are divided into two sections, viz.: (1) the quay 
with a depth of 8 metres of water alongside, the quay for 
smaller vessels, and the Mercado Dock; (2) the quay with 
9 metres of water, the quay with 10 metres, and the Miguel 
Calmon Quay. 

The company agree to carry out the following work in the 
first section within 18 months from the date of the contract. 

Completion of wall of the 8-metre quay; dredging 
necessary for using the quay; completion of lighting, water, 
etc., services; installation of six more cranes; a permanent 
depot for inflammables; temporary coal stores; installation 
of light buoys and lighthouses; completion of the Mercado 
Dock. The estimated cost of these undertakings is put at 
(05,568 milreis gold. 

The remaining works of the first and second sections will 
be undertaken as the growing needs of the port require, 
agreement being made with the Government as to the period 
within which they are to be carried out. However, the 
company are empowered to proceed with the final section of 
the inner breakwater, and with the preparation and placing 
of the blocks, masonry work, dredging, earthworks, etc., for 
the undertakings comprised in the second section. 

From the southern entry and along the port basin to the 
part dredged to 10 metres a channel will be opened to the 
same depth and having a width of 200 metres. 

The privilege of exemption from import duty of the 
materials required for the works, which was granted in the 
contract of 1905, is now withdrawn, and the company will 
be required to pay a duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem on such 
materials, 

The contract also provides for the laying of railway lines, 
electric power installations for lighting the port, for the 
improvement of the lower part of the town, and lays down 
the conditions for the commercial exploitation of the port. 














SHIPPING AND DOCKS —continued 





GERMANY 


THE PORT OF COSEL. 

Cosel owes its position as the most important port on the 
Oder to its transhipment traffic from railways to barges, and 
vice-versa, of the imports to, and exports from, the great 
industrial centres of Upper Silesia, which are about 35 miles 
distant. 

The importance of this traffic may be seen by the following 
figures for the period 1906-1913 :— 


(Upper Silesia’. 





Imports. iixports, Total. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. - 
ee 215,646 1,591,522 1,367,564 
eee “Gudddesensads 256,435 | 325,522 1,581 ,957 
De ' Sieindeesdata 332,369 1 662,822 1,995,191 
hh TS 429,947 1,483,782 1,913,729 
a ae 656,949 2,157 ,222 2,814,171 
ees 352,799 1,284,857 1 ,637 ,656 
a ee 1,088,948 2,427,743 3,516,691 
SE © caadniitestien 1,420,619 2,367 ,755 3,788,374 


In 1912 the nature of the chief imports and exports were: 


Imports. Exports. 
| Tons. Tons. 
eee Gaemee Coal ................ 2,237 ,815 
Iron pyrites ...... 138,709 Raw zinc .......... 40,945 
i ere 95,396 Petroleum and 
eee 98,182 other mineral 
Artificial manures 57,184 I ddikinuiceines 19,413 
Other minerals.... 17,433. Manufactured iron 
and steel ........ 17,852 
Wood ....... ese 10,740 
hs SS io 10,075 
Also timber, sugar, and 
cement. 
EqQuiIPpMENT. 


There are three docks at the port of almost equal dimen- 
sions. Dock 1 is equipped with nine 5-ton cranes, and one 
10-ton crane, and six mechanical coal wagon tippers. 

Dock 2 is equipped with six electrical coal wagon tippers 
and nine small chutes for loading barges with such articles 
as timber, etc. 

Dock 3 is equipped with five 5-ton cranes. 

Each tipper can deal with approximately ten wagons of 
coal an hour. As there are three types of coal wagon, i.e., 
10, 15, and 20-ton capacity respectively, the minimum ton- 
nage of coal transhipped from wagon into barge by a single 
tipper averages from 125-150 tons per hour. 

Kach crane can deal with approximately 300 tons of pro- 
duce per day. The normal transhipment of coal is about 
12,000 tons per 8-hour day, but when working at full pressure 
16,000 tons per 8-hour day can be transhipped from wagon 
to barge. 





NORWAY, 





HARBOUR DUES AT CHRISTIANIA. 

A translation of the notice issued by the Christiania 
Harbour Board, setting forth a new scale of Harbour Dues 
leviable on goods imported over the public quays at Chris- 
tiania, may be consulted on application to the Shipping 
and Transport Section of the Department of Overseas Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 4. 

The new dues came into operation on Ist April, and they 
range roughly from 3d. to 2s. 6d. per metric ton. Until 
further notice dues will only be levied on consignments of 
goods amounting to at least 1,000 kilograms. 





SALVADOR. 





INVOICES—FIVE COPIES 
DEMANDED. 

The Consul-General for Salvador in London wishes to 
inform merchants shipping goods to the Republic of Salvador 
that in future Consular invoices covering such shipments 
will have to be made out in five copies (instead of four as 
heretofore). One certified copy will be, as usual, returned 
to the merchant. 


CONSULAR 


we 
— 
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Railways. 


AUSTRIA. 
ELECTRIFICATION OF THE STATE RAILWAY. 


The proposals for electrification of railways in Austria have 
recently received further consideration. «In a Cabinet meet- 
ing held on 16th March it was resolved, on the proposal of 
the Secretaries of State, to bring a Bill before the National 
Assembly to authorise the erection of large water-power 
stations and the electrification of several stretches of the 
State Railways. 

The Water-power Stations to be erected are: — 

1. One on the Spuller Lake in Voralrberg with 4,400 
horse-power. 

2. The second, the extension of the already existing power 
station at Ruezbach in Tyrol, which hitherto only fed the 
Mittenwald Railway up to an average annual production of 
75,000 h.p. 

3. A station in the highest reach of the Stuppach Valley 
in Salzburg, for the present with about 6,000 h.p. Later on 
three more reaches to be exploited as required; and, lastly, 
a station en the Malnitzbach near Ober-Fellech, in Carin- 
thia, with 5,900 h.p.; besides these a small station which 
the firm of Stern and Hafferl are going to build in Upper 
Austria will be taken over for the delivery of current for 
the electrification of the line Attnang-Steinach. 

The following stretches will now be electrified :—Inns- 
bruck-Landeck-Bregenz, with branches; Salzburg-Schwar- 
zach-St. Veit; Schwarzach-St. Veit-Villach, Schwarzach-St. 
Veit-Worgl, as well as Attnang-Steinach. 

The cost of the building, together with the electrical 
material and rolling stock, is estimated at 3,560 million 
crowns, of which 353 million are for the erection of the 
water-power stations, 1,296 million for the adaption of the 
railway stretches, and 1,911 millions for the rolling stock. 


CHILE. | 


STATE RAILWAYS IMPROVEMENT LOAN. 


(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation.) 

SANTIAGO. 
lt is announced in “El Mercurio’’ with reference to the 
Decree (No. 3501 of 20th February, 1919) authorising the 
President of the Republic to raise a loan of 168 million 
pesos for the improvement of the State Railways, including 
works in connection with the electrification of the first zone, 
that as the said loan has not been raised and the authority 
in connection therewith expires on 19th August next, the 
Government have submitted a Bill to Congress for the pro- 
longation of the period and also for certain modifications of 
the original Decree, including the raising of the rate of 

amortisation. 

The Bill now placed before Congress for approval extends 
the period for negotiating the loan by one year from 19th 
August, 1920, and authorises the issue of five-year Treasury 
Bonds bearing interest at the rate of five per cent. per 
annum. 

[Note.—An article on the position of the State Railways 
of Chile was published in the ‘Journal’? of 24th July, 1919 
(pp. 128-9).] 

















JAPAN. 


RAILWAY DEVELOPMENTS IN JAPAN AND 
KOREA. 


It is stated by a member of the Railway Board of the 
Imperial Japanese Government that a commencement has 
been made with the survey work preparatory to the long 
contemplated plan of constructing a submarine railway 
tunnel between Shimonoseki and Moji. The survey is 
estimated to cost 1,800,000 yen (about £200,000), and will 
take about a year to complete. It is hoped that the tunnel 
will be opened to traffic within seven years, but under the 
present unsettled labour conditions of the world, including 
that of Japan, this estimate can be but vague. 

According to the latest investigations the total mileage 
of the State railways in Japan is 6,040 miles. In addition, 
there are 127 private lines, including 126 light railways and 
one standard gauge steam railway. Their total mileage is 
1,820 miles. Thus, the total mileage of railway lines in 
Japan is 7,860 miles. 

It is stated that Government railway extensions in the near 
future will include eight new sections, 130 miles in length, 
to be completed this fiscal year, which will bring the total 
mileage of the State lines to about 6,170 miles. Of the new 
sections, four are in Hokkaido, of which the longest con- 
nects Atsugeshi and Atsukoto, a distance of 27-3 miles. 
Three are in the North-Eastern Provinces, the longest being 
12-6 miles in length between Akita and Michikawa. 
































. RAILWAYS—continued. 





Sakata, a well-known seaport in Yamagata, has been con- 
nected with Fukiura by a new section 12 miles in length. 

The new section in Shikoku is an extension of the Iyo line, 
connecting Mishima with Doi. Its length is 6°8 miles. Ip 
Kyushu the Sayeki-Kannohara section, 9°8 miles, is to be 
completed. A new section in Gifu is a branch line, 8-2 miles 
in length, which connects Gifu Station on the main Tokaido 
line with Kagamigahara, where the Army has its Air Service 
Depot. Along the coast of the Sea of Japan two sections 
are also to be completed. 

Locat PRoJects. 

Mr. Horne, Commercial Secretary to H.M. Embassy at 
Tokio, has prepared the following notes upon local projects: 
(1) A charter has been granted for the Tokio subway, but the 
work will probably not commence for some considerable time, 
The question is to be brought before the Diet this session, 
and even if things work smoothly it will be at least two years 
before operations really commence. The initial plans are 
for a railway threading Tokio from the Shinagawa end to 
Uyeno, with a view to relieving traffic on the existing rail. 
ways and the original tramway line connecting Shinagawa 
and Uyeno. The next move would be a branch from some- 
where near the Uyeno end to Asakusa, to be followed by a 
branch at the other end in the Meguro direction. 

(2) Many years ago there was a scheme for a high-speed 
railway between Tokio and Osaka. This has been revived 
with some strength, but the plans are not at all definite. The 
general opinion seems to be that the project will materialise 
and place Tokio and Osaka within six hours of one another. 
This project will be started as a private enterprise, in which 
all the big Japanese capitalists are interested, and sub- 
sequently turned over to the Government. 

(3) The traffic problem of Tokio is becoming very serious 
and is engaging the attention of the Government. A special 
Investigation Committee has been appointed and has drawn 
up a very full report dealing with necessary extensions above 
the ground, on the ground, and under the ground—high 
speed, low speed, electrification, etc., etc. 

(4) Another project is the electrification of the Tokaido 
Railway from Yokohama to Kobé by stages. This also is 
very much in the air, but there is considerable agitation to 
make a start, commencing on the Kyoto-Kobé run. 

(5) The iine between Yokohama and Yokosuka will shortly 
be electrified. ; 
KOREA. 

The total mileage of broad-gauge lines in Korea is at 
present 1,159. As regards light railways, lines already con- 
structed cover 187°8 miles, while projected lines are to ex- 
tend for 1,502°8 miles, of which 28°6 miles are now under 
construction, 

The construction of a light railway has been commenced 
between Hamheung and Huchang, aiming at the exploitation 
of North Korea along the Yalu. 

In July last permission was granted for the laying down 
of a light railway, which is to serve in the exploitation of 
forests along the Tumen and the Yalu. This railway, to be 
styled the Ryoko Takurin Tetsudo (Railway for Forest ex- 
ploitation along the two rivers), will consist of two lines, viz., 

(1) From Komusan (on the Chongjin-Hoiryong Railway) 
to Masan ; 

(2) From Kilju (in North Hamkyong Province) to Heis- 
anchin. This will be broad gauge, and the total length of 
the two lines will be 205 miles. 

A company, with a nominal capital of 15,000,000 yen 
(about £1,600,000) will be formed for the execution of the 
scheme. It is expected that the new enterprise will be 4 
paying business, for, besides forests, the districts to be 
traversed are thought to be rich in minerals, and the railway 
will stimulate the industrial development of this hitherto 
neglected region. 

In October a statement appeared in the Seoul press to the 
effect that the Oriental Development Company intended 
establishing a railway in Western Korea with a subscribed 
capital of 10,000,000 yen. As soon as permission has been 
obtained, 30,000 of the company’s shares will be put on the 
market, and it is hoped that construction will commence 
early next year. : 

A big railway company, called the Hokusen Tetsudo Kaisha 
(North Korea Railway Company), capitalised at 10,000,0 
yen, is in course of organisation. It is understood that the 
first section will be taken up at Lajin, a port in Nor 
Hamkyong Province, so as to establish connection with 
Hunkei via Ungkeui, Kyongheung, and Keumdong, 4 
distance of 83 miles, while the second section will connect 
old Kanwon with Hoilyong on the Congijin-Hoilyong Rail- 
way, a branch connecting with the Tienpacshan Light Rail- 
way via Onsong and Changsong. A survey of the route has 
already been made, so that it is expected that the plan will 
shortly be carried into execution. 


——— 
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Minerals and Metals. 





“ CANADA. 
FOUNDRY AND MACHINE SHOP PRODUCTS. 


The Dominion Bureau of Statistics has completed a pre- 
jiminary survey of the production in foundries and machine 
shops in Canada for the calendar year, 1918. The report 
covers the operations of 667 individual plants, distributed as 
follows: —Ontario, 369 plants ; Quebec, 126 ; British Colum- 
bia, 69; Saskatchewan, 25; Nova Scotia, 23; Manitoba, 23 ; 
Alberta, 15; New Brunswick, 13; and Prince Edward 
Island, 4. 





CAPITAL INVESTED. 


The total capital invested in the industry in the Dominion 
in 1918 was 84,122,446 dols. The various items comprised in 
this total were:—Land, buildings, and fixtures, 23,151,316 
dols.; machinery and tools, 18,778,111 dols. ; materials on 
hand, stocks in process, finished products, fuel and miscel- 
laneous supplies, 23,370,603 dols., and cash, trading and 
operating accounts and bills receivable, 18,822,416 dols. 
Distributed by provinces, Ontario leads with 56,880,631 dols. ; 
Quebec is next with 14,276,674 dols., the other provinces 
following in the order named: British Columbia, 3,635,563 
dols.; Manitoba, 2,781,536 dols.; New Brunswick, 2,623,056 
dols.; Nova Scotia, 2,007,191 dols. ; Alberta, 1,176,932 dols. ; 
Saskatchewan, 508,423 dols.; and Prince Edward Island, 
932,440 dols. 

LABouR AND WAGES. 

The number of persons receiving weekly wages by specified 
groups as at 15th December, was: —Under 5 dols. per week, 
75; from 5 dols. to under 10 dols. per week, 1,502; from 
10 dols. per week to under 15 dols. per week, 2,928; from 
15 dols. to under 20 dols. per week, 4,907; from 20 dols. to 
ander 25 dols. per week, 5,374; and over 25 dols. per week, 
a. FuEL AND MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES. 

The total cost of all fuel used during the year was 2,604,146 
dols., of which 619,895 dols. was of Canadian origin, and 
2,034,251 dols. of foreign origin. Coal consumed amounted 
to 187,688 tons, worth 1,199,417 dols.; coke to 76,320 tons, 
worth 907,139 dols.; gasoline 153,280 gallons, worth 36,718 
dols.; fuel oils 2,900,072 gallons, worth 343,964 dols.; gas, 
artificial and natural, 291,051,000 cubic feet, worth 108,142 
dols., and all other fuel, value only 58,766 dols. 

The total charge for miscellaneous expenses for the year 
was 8,553,509 dols., itemised as :—Rent of offices, etc., 277,666 
577,536 dols.; taxes, internal revenue, war, etc., 425,812 
dols.; taxes, provincial, municupal, etec., 397,797 dols. ; 
royalties, use of patents, etc., 97,162 dols.; advertising 
expenses, 330,698 dols.; travelling expenses, 434,085 dolls. ; 
ordinary repairs to buildings and machinery, 1,478,006 dols., 
and all other sundry expenses, 3,976,990 dols. 


MATERIALS USEb. 


The cost value at the works of all materials used in the 
year was 27,788,059 dols., the principal items being given 
by quantities and values in the following table: — 





Dols. 
Quantity. Cost value 
Kinds of materials Tons. at works. 
SENN GOPAD BBOM ......-.0.cecesecenee 22,182 9,100,807 
Bar and sheet iron ................0ce000. 6,893 612,335 
Black and galvanised iron ............ 5,751 759,780 
Malleable and wrought iron ........... 3,303 275,503 
fron castings purchased ............... 10,305 1,289,892 
Sheet, plate and tool steels ............ 13,550 1,929,016 
Steel bars, billets and other shapes... 23,416 3,636,480 
Steel castings, purchased ............. 2,020 299,442 
Brass castings, purchased ............... 593 307,978 
Brass sheets and bars .................-- 565 312,697 
Bronze castings ............s:ssccceeeee- 318 214,874 
Tin sheet and pig. ................000e: oe 1,127 269 ,557 
Copper bar, sheet, pig, etc. ........... 476 255,924 
ther metals in any shape or form... 1,931 509,211 
All other miscellaneous materials ... — 7,914,563 
eee rae 27,788,059 





Propvcts. 


The selling value at the works of all products made and 
work done during the year was 82,493,897 dols. The principal 
Products are given in the following table by quantities and 
values wherever available : — 
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MINERALS AND METALS —continued. 





Selling value 











Classes of Products. Quantity. at works. 
Tons. Dols. 
Grey and malleable iron castings...... 30,666 12,588,988 
Brass and copper castings ............. 6,435 856,633 
All other castings, not specified ...... Peay 904,750 
iNO. 

Stoves, oil, coal, gas, electric, and 
IN . danitibiehdetidinevecussnensiinnitinnine 300 ,055 6,024,473 
PUrmesety NOG BAP o..cccccccccceccccecess. 13,782 1,117,832 
Ventilating appliances ................. 12,110 324,511 
Furnaces, hot water, etc. ............. -- 762,926 
Radiators and parts ..................06. _- 1,536,073 
Stove and furnace parts ............... —- 717,980 
TI I hccntndmageessccncdnacassecessess 80,286 158,456 
Hot-air registers and grills .......... . 7,211 111,037 
Machinery of all kinds ................ — 8,066,455 
MI OE GE TIED oseiecccciccccccccsccecess — 1 ,536, 267 
EY sidiehintiililinniibibainindadasteebunaniness -~ 1,496,115 
NS casaisictitntiithiiienisdaimennaweiees — 7,703,838 
Boilers and engines ...................5. —- 3,660,168 
NP IE > assctmssirccsvessiceMensadedosae, — 2,028,975 
Foundry supplies. .....................08 — 4,140,796 
Miscellaneous products ................ — 21,020,892 
Custom work and machinery repairs — 7,796,732 
I. cc cicictsnaseseensiias 82,493,897 

ROUMANIA. 





INCREASED PRODUCTION OF COAL. 
(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation.) 


BucHaREstT. 

The General Management of the Roumanian Railways 
have recently been considering the means to be taken for 
effecting an immediate increase in the present output of 
coal, which is totally inadequate to meet growing require- 
ments. 

The representatives of the coal mines explained that the 
decreasing output was principally due to lack both of work- 
men and working implements, and also to the destruction 
caused by the Germans having mined the coal without con- 
solidating the mine shafts, To remedy this it has been sug- 
gested that approval be obtained for the employment of a 
number of experienced miners from Germany, as the local 
workmen, who are not professional miners, are unable to 
undertake the work. 

The Management of the Roumanian Railways have been 
asked to place such wagons at the disposal of the mines as 
are required for the transport of coal dust, and thus remove 
the present congestion at the pit head. The urgent necessity 
for procuring rolling stock was also raised at the meetings 
held between the railway authorities and the representatives 
of the mines. 

The Railway Management pledged itself to help the mines 
in every possible way, and it is hoped, now that the situation 
has been made clear, that the present monthly output of 
14,000 tons will be raised to 23,000 tons. 





SWITZERLAND. 


RECENT COAL IMPORTS. 
(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation.) 


BERNE. 


The imports of coal into Switzerland during the month of 
March were as follows :— 








Tons. 

re en ee a a eae 17 ,522 
DED | dtucinthiicbiaesienieatiienibinietes tees. 14,928 
SINR: ipitniiohhantk.eedemaaiiiabeieaniiecagiiaas 18,695 
PEE ee mee ad A 3,454 
INI. - - <eisius miisininaiishidhaiiliaiiacias bitin 47,113 
BI | cctctuenitciiditiimenbadiidiiteacaiaaiins 29,118 

UN. cscatas iit cias 131,430 





The coal imports from the United Kingdom have increased 
over 100 per cent., as against the month of March, 1918 
(22,421 tons), and 295 per cent., as against the month of 
February, 1920 (12,381 tons). During February and March 
no coal has been received from the Rhine district. 

[Note.—The re-appearance of United Kingdom coal ex- 
ports in the Swiss lists is interesting in view of a general 
belief that Switzerland would shortly draw its main supplies 
from the United States of America.] | 
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Textiles. 
CANADA. 


THE CLOTHING INDUSTRY. 

The Dominion Bureau of Statistics has now completed a 
preliminary report on the above industry for the calendar 
year 1918. The report comprises two sections of the 
industry, one covering the wholesale or factory-made cloth- 
ing, and the other the merchant or custom tailoring industry. 
A table showing the location of the establishments in each 
section by Provinces is given below :— 








Factory Custom 

Province. Clothing. Clothing. 
Alberta EP OP OT ET TE Te eT — 4D 
British Columbia ...... 3 il 
oe einidiewduan 2 78 
New Brunswick ......... 1 53 
a 1 97 
a tala ae 57 670 
Prince Edward Island... —_— 26 
PE. .scsiismecpensinenngs 83 109 
Saskatchewan ...........-. — 46 
Canada totals. ..... 147 1,490 





Capita INVESTMENT. 
The capital invested in the industry in each of the sections 
is given by items in the following table :— 


Factory Custom 
[tems of Capital. Clothing. Clothing. 
Dols. Dols. 


| 846,848 
345,152 


1 958,629 


Land, buildings and fixtures ...... 
1,076,482 


Machinery and tools ..............+- 
Materials on hand, stocks in 
process, finished products. etc. 


13,945,472 3,901,673 


Cash, trading, and _ operating 
accounts and bills receivable..... 8,723,212 1,579,001 





| rrr ere 25 703,795 7,672,674 
MATERIALS USED. 
The quantity and cost value of all materials at the factory 
or shop are itemised in the following table for each section 
of the industry :— 


Kinds of Factory Clothing Custom Clothing 
Materials, Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
Dols. Dols 
Tweeds, serge>, etc. ............ 4,646,774 9,729,286 1,528,135 4,806,884 
CD — cicceainceacwasbesses 1,106,815 2,619,380 162,953 629,465 
Ducks, drills, denims. etc.... 2 556,782 1,058 062 293,632 161,237 
Linings and trimmings 3,367,794 ~- 1,249.504 
All cther materials _....... - ~~ 1,347,392 -- 453,099 
Total cost _............ - 18,121,91t = 7,300,189 


PRODUCTION. 

The number and the selling value at the factory or shop 
of all garments made and of custom work and repairs done 
during the year for each section of the industry are pre- 
sented in the following summary table :— 





Classes of Factory clothing Custom Clothing 
products. Number. Value. Number Value. 
Dols. Dols 
Suits, complete RON 1,039,605 17,139,623 388.208 10,881,974 
Coats, separate _............. nee 242 633 2,189,037 26,953 197.391 
Pants, SEparate _.........otecccee 1,481,107 4,612,407 98.159 561,534 
Vests, separate —...............00. 125,605 357.236 73,827 366,216 
Overcoats mS RAE a 407.719 6,106,109 68,504 1,525,728 
Overalls, jackets, ete ais 535.496 1,299,861 16,879 &B 
Other items, men’s wear _... -— 1,645,853 — 140,303 
Other items, women’s wear = $20,433 — ° 410,127 
Custom Work and repairs ... — 165,2 — 1.739,027 
Total value _............ 33,835,793 ie 15.943.600 








SHANTUNG PONGEE SILKS AND LACES. 

Following the depression with which the year 1919 opened, 
stocks of pongees accumulated in the spring, and, with 
London, Paris and Australia more or less out of the market, 
and America paying little attention to this article, there 
were no clearances of any importance until towards the 
middle of the year, when, owing to the largely improved 
demand for this class of silk in London and Paris, due to a 
great extent to the exceptionally bright weather, heavy 
orders were placed, especially in Ninghais, at fair average 
prices. The main demand appeared to be for the 48/5/ yd. 
90/100 oz. Ninghais, and the 28/30 yd. 125 oz. heavier 
ribbed silks, which commanded anything from Tls. 18 to 
Tis. 20, according to the grade. 

On account of the great inferiority of practically all makes 
of Shantungs which had reached the European markets in 


TEXTILES — continued. 





the past year or so, there was no inclination to purchag 
these lighter weights. 

The greatly advanced exchange, also, no doubt, caused th 
usual consumers of light-weight Shantungs to fight shy g 
handling or speculating in such risky cargo at any price, 4 
few, however, were shipped both to London and Paris aboy 
the middle of the year on the basis of prices ranging fron 
Ils. 3°80 to Tls. 4°50, according to grade, and the Americ, 
market came in with a moderate demand about the sam 
time, 

from the middle of the summer, however, New Yor 
evinced some interest in these low-grade silks, and _pricg 
were forced up towards the autumn to as much as Tls. 6 ang 
Tls. 7:50. The native dealers and makers, by that time 
were in a much stronger and more independent position 
owing to lack of stocks, lack of thread, and a disinclinatio, 
to weave siiks that had realised such low prices in the spring 
as compared with the cost of their reproduction in th 
autumn, 

The demand for the better qualities of Ninghais, especially 
in the long lengths above mentioned, steadily increased 
prices running up to Tls, 24—and even to Tls. 25—per Diece 
by the end of the year for the small stocks that were ayajj. 
able, and makers demanding Tls. 28 to Tls. 30 for contrac. 
ing. It is seldom that Pongees of any description, and 
especially these better qualities, have advanced as much gy 
00 per cent. in comparatively a few months’ time, but the 
makers’ argument that, with silk thread ranging round 
Tls. 440 per picul, the bare cost of turning out these goods 
is Tls. 26 to Tls. 27, was not altogether unreasonable. 

The London market, especially, was short of these typo 
qualities, and as much as 280s, is said to have been offered 
for prompt shipment before the end of the year, but the 
stocks had dwindled to practically nil, and deliveries fron 
the country were snapped up for contracts previously placed 
at prices that must undoubtedly have shown many buyers 4 
severe loss as against the basis prices of their calculations 
a few months earlier. 

The exchange factor requires but a glance at the rate 
ruling in January, as against the Banks’ quotations for 
December to show that the sterling prices on this score alone 
work out roughly 100 per cent. higher than at the beginning 
of the vear. In spite of these two factors there was little or 
no stock of Ninghais, either in the two above-mentioned 
qualities, or in the standard ‘‘bread and cheese’’ 19 yd. 4 
oz. carried over to the New Year. 

Tue MANCHURIAN SUPPLY AND JAPANESE COMPETITION. 


The frequent and continuous warning given to the Chines 
in this province to keep up the standards of their qualities 
in the Shantung grades made from the cocoons imported 
from Manchuria, mainly via Antung, as well as to secure 
their requirements in the way of cocoons in face of Japanese 
competition, has again been entirely ignored, with the 
disastrous result in the past year to their trade in light 
weight Shantung Pongees, not to mention the effect upon 
the formerly huge business in Wild Silk produced by the 
local filatures. It is true that a very large number of the 
local reelers have transferred their business and interest 
to Antung, where the Japanese have now for a good many 
years been holding out inducements and weaning the trade 
from Shantung. 

In 1918 the Japanese cleared, roughly, 60 per cent. of the 
Manchurian cocoons, whilst in 1919 they are reported t 
have obtained no less than 80 per cent. of the crop. This 
leaves only 20 per cent. of the Manchurian cocoons for treat 
ment in Shantung, either for the purpose of weaving into 
Pongees, or for reeling in the filatures. In other words, 
four-fifths of the Manchurian supply of the raw material 
have gone to Japan. It is true that a certain amount of the 
thread for weaving Pongees finds its way back to Shantung, 
but the fact remains that two of the industries that were 
formerly centred in Shantung have gradually passed into 
the hands and control of another nation. This temporary 
advantage to the compratively few who have benefited by 
the transfer of these industries across the water has prov 
detrimental, if not disastrous, to the merchants, dealers, 
brokers, and workers in the Province of Shantung. — This 
loss might, to some extent, have been made up for by am 
increase in the production of the better-class silk made from 
the Shantung-grown cocoons, commonly known as Ning: 
hais or Nanshans, but unfortunately this industry has 
also considerably deteriorated, and the available supply of 
cocoons grown in this province is said to be 20 per cent. 
below last year’s crop, which, also, was below the average 


VARIATIONS IN QUALITY. 


The Pongee silks made from cocoons produced in the 
province are undoubtedly preferred in the foreign mar ets, 
as, in an ordinary season the material makes a clear market- 
able silk eminently suitable for dyeing, printing, or usile 
in its natural colour, but the fact remains that the amount 
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TEXTILES —continued. 





of cocoons grown has always been insufficient to meet the 
demand. ‘The variation in quality is, of course, to a great 
extent due to the state of the weather during the time that 
the caterpillar feeds, and again while he 1s spinning his 
cocoons, but the Chinese handlers of the articles from its raw 
state to its woven and washed conditton cannot be too 
strongly impressed with the importance of keeping up a 
yniform or standard quality of cloth, both as regards width, 
length, weight, evenness of weft and warp, regular weaving, 
and all the various points that make the difference between 
a nice looking and a second-class article. They should have 
learnt by experience that the European markets have always 
been prepared to pay a better price for a good even grade 
of Nanshan Pongee than they are prepared to pay for 
irregular and dark coloured, filled-up silk, lacking lustre. 

Another important factor is the ‘‘slack weaving’ caused 
by each thread of weft being insufficiently ‘‘knocked up. 
thread by thread, as the shuttle passes through the warp. 
This causes what is known in the making-up trade as a 
“slipping cloth,” meaning that the Pongee, when cut up 
and sown together for any wearing apparel, “grins at the 
seams, and the threads gape apart wiih the slightest tension. 

This, as well as the other factors that go to making a good 
marketable silk, has been explained to the local merchants 
time without end, and, to the foreign mind, it seems in- 
credible that they cannot understand or appreciate’what is 
required, or take the necessary steps towards an improve- 
ment. 

SHORTAGE OF Cocoons. 


it is probably no exaggeration to state that the business 
possible in the Wuropean, American, and Australian markets 
in the better quality Ninghais could be doubled, if not 
trebled, if the makers would turn out, at a reasonable figure, 
what is required, Unfortunately, the home buyers must 
deal with an independent class of native, who is seldom able 
to look ahead and, living a hand-to-mouth existence, simply 
considers what he can make to-day in the way of profit. 
Added to this is the failure, or indifference, of his Govern- 
ment to assist his endeavours in any way whatever, whilst 
there is the very outstanding example in Japan of a silk 
trade aided, and, to a certain extent, controlled by the 
Government. Assistance from the Government is also 
necessary to the cocoom farmers, if they can be so termed, 
in this province, in order to help them to increase their 
acreage of scrub oak on the hill sides, and so turn out a 
larger crop. The scrub oak, as well as the grass and coarse 
vegetable matter that grow on the hills, is used by the 
villagers for their winter fuel, and any surplus over their 
own requirements is marketed to districts and towns that 
are insufficiently supplied locally, and to endeavour to 
persuade a landowner to let his scrub oak grow even for one 
year for the production of more cocoons is probably cutting 
off the supply of winter’s fuel for a considerable part of the 
local population, as well as possibly depriving him of a 
profitable business in the sale of his crop of fuel. se 

It is difficult to realise the importance of these and similar 
causes that act against the increase of the cocoons in this 
province, but the difficulties are not, or should not be, in. 
surmountable, although assistance both in capital and tuition 
is required in many districts before increased crops can be 
expected. It is hoped that the loss of the light-weight 
Shantung Pongee industry, and the present reduced quantity 
of cocoons available from Manchuria, will influence the 
farmers and silk merchants generally to make a united 
effort to enable themselves, by increasing their local produc- 
tion, to be independent of other supplies as far as Manchuria 
is concerned. 

Tne Lace TRADE. 


The amount of business in this article during the past 
twelve months has been much below normal owing to a 
variety of reasons. Undoubtedly, the high exchange that 
has raised the price of a 6d. per yard lace to 1s. per yard 
has been one of the principal, but the huge demand, 
especially in the second part of the year, for hair nets from 
America, has undoubtedly turned the workers from lace 
making to net making, which, at the present rates, is un- 
doubtedly much more profitable to them, and also requires 
much less skill and attention. It is, probably, a fair estimate 
to state that, in normal times, one-third of the lace produced 
has to be classed as ‘‘seconds’’ on account of the dirty state 
into which the thread is turned in the process of making, 
though no claims for loss or dirty work are made in the net 
industry. 

A reduced demand for nets, combined with the good supply 
of suitable thread of British make, which will now be pro- 
vided by the Central Agency with its establishment and 
large stocks here, will help to bring back this trade to its 

‘old standing. ° 





| 
| 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE, 


CANADA, 


ROLLED OR DRAWN STEEL: NEW DUMPING 
REGULATIONS EXPLAINED. 

dn connection with the Dumping Regulations contained in 
Customs Memorandum No. 280¥bB, dated 14th January, 
1920, in respect of rolled or drawn steel, regularly sold in 
the United States on what is known as the Pittsburg basis, 
particulars of which were published on page 274 of the 
‘Journal’ of 19th February, the following explanation has 
been supplied to H.M. Trade Commissioner at Montreal by 
the Commissioner of Customs at Ottawa, viz. :— 

‘‘Practically all basic steel products are sold to purchasers 
for home consumption in the United States on what is known 
as the Pittsburg basis. This Pittsburg basis of sale is such 
that a purchaser of steel products from a producing mill 
in Chicago, for instance, would pay for such products 
delivered to him, the same price as he would have paid 
had such steel been shipped to him from a Pittsburg mill. 
To illustrate. A prospective purchaser of steel in St. Louis 
would be quoted as follows on a steel product valued at 
2°50 dols. per 100 lb. Pittsburg base: — : 


(1) On shipment from a Pittsburg mill delivered in 
St. Louis, 2°50 dols. per 100 lb., plus the rate of freight 
from Pittsburg to St. Louis; or | 


(2) On shipment from mill in Chicago, 2-50 dols. per 
100 ib., plus the rate of freight from Chicago to St. 
Louis, and minus the rate of freight from Chicago to 
St. Louis. 


fo a purchaser for home consumption in Chicago the price 
from one Chicago mill would be Pittsburg base price, plus 
freight from Pittsburg to Chicago. 

The Canadian Customs Law provides in Section 40 that 
the value for duty shall be the fair market value of the 
imported goods, when sold for home consumption, in the 
principal markets of the country whence, and at the time 
the same were exported directly to Canada. The term 
‘‘principal markets” in this section has been interpreted 
by Order-in-Council as ‘‘the time and place of their direct 
export to Canada. It follows that the fair market value of 
steel when exported from Pittsburg is the Pittsburg base 
price and when exported from Chicago or any other pro- 
ducing point is the Pittsburg base price plus the freight 
from Pittsburg to such exporting point. 

The Dumping Clause of the Tariff Act provides, with 
certain exceptions, that wherever imported goods of a class 
or kind made in Canada are sold to the purchaser in 
Canada at more than 5 per cent. below the fair market 
value as sold for home consumption, the importation is 
subject to special or dumping duty. 

A purchaser in Canada buys, for instance, a shipment of 
steel from a mill in Buffalo, N.Y., on the Pittsburg basis. 
The fair market value as sold for home consumption in 
Buffalo is the Pittsburg base price plus the freight from 
Pittsburg to Buffalo. The selling price to the purchaser in 
Canada is the Pittsburg base price plus the difference in 
the freight between Pittsburg to destination, and Buffalo 
to destination as per illustration 2 above, and the result 
may be that the selling price to the purchaser in Canada, 
'.o.b. exporting mill, is more than 5 per cent. below the 
fair market value as sold for home consumption in Buffalo, 
and the importation is subject to dumping duty under the 
regulations in force prior to 9th December, 1919. This 
would be notwithstanding the fact that the Canadian pur- 
chaser had purchased on exactly the same basis as would a 
purchaser in the United States, under the same freight 
conditions. 

It was to provide that dumping duty should not apply in 
such cases that the new regulation was framed and issued. 

Under the new regulation, if a shipment of steel from 
Chicago were sold to the purchaser in Canada below the 
Pittsburg basis, the importation would be subject to 
dumping duty.” 











FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


EXPORT DUTIES ON TIN AND TIN ORE. 


The Supplement to the Federated Malay States Govern- 
ment Gazette of 18th February contains copy of Notification 
No. 772, which specifies the duties leviable from 1st March, 
1920, on tin, tin ore, and tin slag and hard-head of tin 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 


















exported from the States of Perak, Selangor, Negri Sem- 
bilan, and Pahang. 

The export duties on these goods imposed by Notifications 
Nos. 581-2 of 28th February, 1913, No. 3255 of 29th Octo- 
ber, 1914, No. 3262 of 2nd November, 1914, and No. 4076 
of 30th December, 1916, are cancelled by the present 
Notification. 

The export duties now operative under Notification No. 
772 are as follows: — 

Provided that— 

1. Nene of the under-mentioned articles whereon export 
duty has been paid in any other State of the Federated 
Malay States shall be liable to export duty under this notifi- 
cation unless brought into or conveyed through the State 
in contravention of the rules, if any, from time to time 
made in that behalf by the Resident. 

2. In this notification the price of tin means the latest 
ascertained market price of tin in Singapore prior to the 
hour of 3 p.m. last preceding the time of payment of export 
duty under this notification. 





















Export DUvTIESs. 





Tin— 
Tin smelted or manufactured in 
Perak, Selangor and Negri 
Sembilan: 


When the price of tin does 

not exceed $41 (per pikul) $10-00 per bhara 
When the price of tin 

exceeds $41 but does not 

SRERETIEE — ccoccceseceseneese 10°50 _—S—=«, 
When the price of tin 

exceeds $42 but does not 

EE GID cencecesccenccecce 11:00 __—s=“4 
and so on, the duty per 

bhara being increased by 

50 cents for every dollar 

by which the price of tin 

exceeds $41. 
Tin smelted or manufac- 

tured in Pahang ............ 10 per cent. ad valorem 

‘72 per cent. of the duty on 

tin, with, in the case of tin- 
ore exported otherwise than 
under such guarantees as 
the Resident may require 
MT iM-OFE veces ceceeeeeceeeceneeeeee | that it shall be smelted in 
the Straits Settlements, 
Australia or the United 
Kingdom, an _ additional 
. duty of $30 per pikul. 
‘ At the rate prescribed for tin- 
ore, unless the consignment 
is accompanied by a certifi- 
cate of assay granted by 
the Government Geologist 
or approved by the Warden 
Tin slag and hard-head of 4 of Mines, in which case the 

Ty seccesdiedanwidcssedesonces duty shall be at the rate 
prescribed for tin smelted 
or manufactured on _ the 
amount of tin estimated to 
be contained in such con- 
signment. 


Nots.—The pikul equals 133 1-3rd lb. avoirdupois. The 
bhara equals 3 pikuls. 








































































i GAMBIA. 





EXPORT DUTY ON PALM KERNELS. 


The Government Gazette (Extraordinary) of 22nd March 
contains copy of the Palm Kernels (Export Duty) Ordi- 
nance, 1920 (No. 4 of 1920) which was assented to on 18th 
March, 1920. The Ordinance remains in force for a period 
of five years from 25th March, 1920. The duties imposed 
by the Ordinance are in addition to and not in lieu of the 
export duties (if any) imposed by or under the Customs 
Tariff (Consolidation) Ordinance, 1915. Subject to certain 
specified provisions, the Ordinance imposes a duty at the 
rate of £2 per ton on all palm kernels exported from the 
Colony or Protectorate of the Gambia. Provided that when 
palm kernels are exported to the United Kingdom or to 
a port elsewhere within His Majesty’s Dominions or within 
a British Protectorate, the exporter may, in lieu of paying 
the duty now imposed, give a bond in prescribed form for 
the amount of such duty. 








SS 


., CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 


ST. VINCENT. 


AMENDMENT OF CUSTOMS TARIFF, 


Under an Order in Council of 13th March, 1920, the 
Customs Duties Ordinance, 1913, has been amended by pro. 
viding for the free entry of crude oil into the Colony, as 
from the date of this Order. 


INCREASED Export Duty on SyRurPp AND MOLASSEs. 


It is provided in Ordinance No. 9 of 1920, which wag 
assented to on 13th March, 1920, that the export duty on 
syrup and molasses specified in Ordinance No. 31 of 1919 | 
shall be raised from ls. 6d. to 5s. per every hundred gallons 
exported from the Colony. 











FOREIGN. 





FINLAND. 








GOODS FOR WHICH NO EXPORT LICENCES 
ARE REQUIRED. 


The following list of goods for which no export licences 
are required is reprinted from the article on ‘‘Finnish Cur. 
rency Regulations’ which appeared in last week’s issue of the 
‘Journal’ (pp. 580-1), the word ‘‘No” having been then 
inadvertently omitted from the paragraph headline, and 
‘wet or dry chemical wood pulp’”’ from the list of goods. The 
regulations applicable to the export of other goods were set 
out in the above-mentioned ‘‘Journal’’ notice. 

Account books; animal hair; ant eggs; berries, fresh 
unsweetened and dried; berry juice; books, printed: 
bristles; caraway seed; carbide; carbide lamps; cardboard 
of wood, all kinds; cork, cork waste, and cork manufac. 
tures; dairy separators; door frames; furniture; gneiss; 
granite; harrows; horse hair; iron beds; lichen; money 
boxes; moss; paper and manufactures thereof, all kinds; 
pitch; pig iron; printed matter; resin, Finnish; safes; 
stone, Finnish, all kinds; tar, Finnish, all kinds; threshi 
machines; timber products, all kinds, except paper-wood an 
firewood of all kinds; tool handles, wooden; toys; turpen. 
tine, Finnish; wall paper; window frames of wood; wooden 
manufactures not specially classified; wood pulp, chemical 
or mechanical, wet or dry; works of art, Finnish. 





FRANCE AND ALGERIA. 





EXPORT OF INDUSTRIAL ALCOHOL 
PROHIBITED. 


The ‘‘Journal Officiel’? (Paris) for 21st April contains a 
French Presidential Decree, dated 17th April, in virtue of 
which the exportation and re-exportation (after ware 
housing, transit, and transhipment) of spirits for industrial 
purposes, other than potable spirits (ex Tariff No. 174) is 
prohibited, except under licence. 





IMPORTATION OF WHEAT. 


The ‘‘Journal Officiel’”’ for 23rd April contains an Arrété 
of the Minister of Agriculture, dated 15th April, which pro- 
vides that by way of derogation from the Decree of 7th 
July, 1919, no import licences are now required for haré 
wheat destined for the manufacture of semolina, edible 
pastes, and ships’ biscuit, or for soft wheat for the mant- 
facture of ships’ biscuits and sweet biscuits, when imported 
into France under the ‘‘temporary admission” regime, sub- 
ject to the fulfilment of the prescribed conditions. 

Semolina, edible pastes, ships’ biscuits and sweet biscuits 
made from the wheat thus ‘‘temporarily imported,’”’ may be 
re-exported without special licence, despite the Decree 0 
llth July, 1919, which prohibited the exportation of such 


products except under licence. 





MODIFICATIONS OF ‘COEFFICIENTS OF 
INCREASE “ 


The ‘Journal Officiel”? (Paris) for 23rd and 26th April 
contains Presidential Decrees, dated 21st and 22nd April 
respectively, which extend and modify the schedule of 
“coefficients of increase’? annexed to the Decree of 8th July, 
1919 (particulars of whieh were given in the recently-issued 
White Paper, entitled ‘‘France and Algeria: Increase 0 
Customs Duties,’? Cmd. 273), as follows :— 
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[Nors —Additions are printed in italic type.] 





- | . 
** Coefficients of 
| Increase.”’ 





zg Under 

Decree of | Under 
8th July, New 
1919. Decree. 


Articles. 








DECREE OF 2lsT APRIL. | 
| Other articles of cotton hosiery {t.e., 
| other than gloves, hosiery tissue, and | 
embroidered, eic., hosiery}, including| 
clothing and parts of clothing, fitted 
| or not. | 
(‘‘ Minimum ”’ rate of duty, 300. 
francs. per 100 kilogs.) net | 

627 | Hats of woollen felt .. as 

"DECREE OF 22ND ApRIL. 

Yeast from distilleries (“ Minimum ”’ | 
rate of duty, 40 francs. per 100 kilogs| 
' net) .. - “e - a 
| Fireproof pottery of common clay : | 
Crucibles, retorts, saggars, mujfle- 
mills, and hollow wares other 
than bricks. (* Minimum’’ 
rate of duty, 1 franc 50 per 100) 
kilogs gross) .. on 7 
Fire bricks, solid, less than 2 cubic! 
decimetres in volume. (‘* Mini-| 
mum ”’ rate of duty, 50 cts. per 
100 kilogs. gross) o- - 
Other firebricks of all shapes and 
sizes. (“‘ Minimum ”’ rate of 
duty, 75 cts. per 100 kilogs. 
gross) .. oe 
| -Printing presses and 
| typography, lithography, phototype/ 
| process, copper plate, and for all 
| other kinde of impressions on paper, 
cardboard, wood, metal, celluloid 
and plastic materials, in black or 
in colour, flat, sunk or embossed .. 


enlO4bis | 


331 


521 machines for 


1°6 | 3 











IMPORT PROHIBITIONS. 

The following is a translation of the French Presidential 
Decree of 23rd April (published in the ‘‘Journal Officiel’’ on 
%th April), prohibiting the importation into France and 
Algeria of a large number of ‘‘luxury’’ and ‘“‘fancy’’ articles 
and products the use of which is optional. Prefixed to the 
Decree is a Ministerial Report, in which the circumstances 
which necessitate the measure are explained. 


MINISTERIAL REPORT. 
Paris, 23rd April, 1920. 

An examination of the foreign trades returns of France 
shows that for the year 1919 the value of imports had risen 
to almost 30,000,000,000 francs, while the value of the ex- 
ports was less than 9,000,000,000 francs, that is, only 29 
per cent. of the imports. It is universally admitted that 
this enormous inequality between our purchases and our 
sales is the’ chief cause of the fall in the French exchange, 
and consequently of the increase in the cost of living. _ 

An analysis of the foreign trade figures shows that in 
1919, as compared with 1913, imports of foodstuffs and of 
manufactured articles increased by 26 and 18 per cent. 
respectively, in weight, and by 374 and 378 per cent. respec- 
tively in value. As regards raw materials, the weight of 
imports was 20 per cent. less than in 1913, but 167 per cent. 
more in value. 

The inflation of values is, however, seen even more 
strikingly in the case of exports. As compared with 1913, 
the tonnage of our exports in 1919 decreased by 74 per cent.., 
that is, by three-quarters, but nevertheless, the value of 
the 1919 exports (8,713,000,000 francs) exceeded the value 
of the 1913 exports (6,880,000,000 francs) by 1,833,000,000 
francs, or 26 per cent. 

Our trade balance has not improved appreciably during 
the first three months of 1920, as compared with the cor- 
responding period of 1919. It is true that the value of 
exports shows an increase of 186} per cent, (3,384,000,000 

nes, as against 1,181,000,000), but this increase does not 
go far towards restoring the pre-war situation, as the 
Weight of goods exported (2,379,000 tons) was only half that 
of the first quarter of 1913 (4,750,000 tons); on the other 
hand imports have increased by a further 22-45 per cent. 
(7,767,000,000 francs, as against 6,343,000,000 francs); so 


that the difference between imports and exports during the 








—continued. 





three months in question reaches the considerable figure 
of 4,383,000,000 francs, or 1294 per cent. The result is that 
the prices of goods continue to rise, and that our exchange 
is in a worse plight than ever before. 

As, unfortunately, a sufficient revival of our export trade 
cannot be looked for while our national production remains 
so low, the only remedy for this disastrous situation lies in 
practising the most rigorous economy by limiting both our 
internal expenses and our foreign purchases to an absolute 
minimum. But it is obvious that in this matter persuasion 
alone would be powerless. 

Consequently, and in conformity with the statement 
made, and approved by the Chamber of Deputies, during 
the discussion on ijhe Bill for providing new sources ot 
revenue, the Government deem it imperative forthwith to 
impose most stringent restrictions on import. 

Other countries whose economic situation is less precari- 
ous than that of France have already taken this step. In 
any case, for our part we realise that the question is vital, 
for if we continue heedlessly to import unnecessary goods 
we shall, and that before long, find that we can no longer 
obtain abroad credits necessary for the purchase of the food- 
stuffs and raw materials of which we are in absolute need. 
It is unnecessary to emphasise how terrible the economic 
and social consequences of such a position would be. 

The investigations in regard to this matter which have 
been made by the Government Departments concerned point 
to the necessity of prohibiting the import of a whole series 
of ‘‘ luxury” or ‘“‘ fancy” articles and products which 
are not indispensable, so that such articles and products 
shall be imported only on condition that they are re-ex- 
ported within a fixed period after having been worked up 
or repacked in France. 

We have the honour to submit herewith the Decree drawn 
up to give effect to this prohibition, and beg you to be good 
enough, should you approve, to affix your signature. 

Ministry of Finance, F. Frangois-Marsal. 

Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, Aug. Isaac. 

Minister of Agriculture, J. H. Ricard. 

Minister of Commerce and Industry, Aug. Isaac. 

Minister of the Interior, T. Steeg. 

Minister of Public Instruction and Fine Arts, André 
Honnorat. 





DECREE OF THE 23rp APRIL. 
The President of the French Republic :— 

In view of the Law of 6th May, 1916, authorising the 
Government during the continuation of hostilities pro- 
visionally to prohibit the importation of foreign goods or 
to increase Customs duties; 

In view of Article 12 of the Law of 30th December, 
1919, maintaining in force for six months from the date of 


. the cessation of hostilities the provisions of the above-men- 


tioned Law of 6th May, 1916; 

In view of the Law of 20th January, 1919, ratifying the 
Decree of 22nd March, 1917, respecting the prohibition of 
importation into France and Algeria of all foreign goods ; 

In view of Article 2 of the Law of 7th November, 1919; 

In view of the Decrees of 20th January, 13th, 14th, and 
20th May, 6th and 13th June, 7th and 8th July, 14th 
November, and 4th December, 1919, and 15th April, 1920; 

In view of the Inter-ministerial Decree of 16th April, 
1919; 

On the Report of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, of the 
Minister of Finance, of the Minister of Commerce and 
Industry, of the Minister of Agriculture, of the Minister of 
the Interior, and of the Minister of Public Instruction and 
Fine Arts. 

Decrees— 

Article 1.—Subject to the execution of special interna- 
tional agreements, the importation into France and Algeria 
of goods of the kinds included in Schedule A annexed to 
the present Decree, coming from, or originating in, foreign 
countries is prohibited. 

Article 2.—Goods imported in order to be re-exported 
either under the ordinary ‘‘ temporary importation ”’ 
regime or the special ‘‘ temporary importation ’’ regime set 
up by the above-mentioned Decree of 16th April, 1919,* are 
excepted from the prohibition. 

Article 3.—Goods coming under the special ‘* temporary 
importation’? regime pay the duties laid down in the 
Customs Tariff, but are exempt from any “ coefficients of 
increase’? which may be applicable to such goods under the 
Decree of 8th July, 1919, and subsequent Decrees. 

Article 4.—As regards “‘ objets d’arts ”’ and “ objets de 
collection’? derogations from the prohibition may be 





*See the notice at page 588 of the “Board of Trade 
Journal for Ist May, 1919. 
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authorised by the Ministry of Finance, on the advice of the 
special Committee set up at the Ministry of Public Instruc- 
tion and Fine Arts, in conjunction with the Commission for 
the Control of Imports and Exports. 

Article 5.—Goods proved to have been despatched direct 
to France before the publication of the present Decree shall 
be admitted under the conditions previously in force. 

Article 6.—The above-mentioned Decree of 7th July, 
1919,+ is abrogated. 

Article 7.—The Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Minis- 
ter of Finance, the Minister of Commerce and Industry, the 
Minister of Agriculture, the Minister of the Interior, and 
the Minister of Public Instruction and Fine Arts are 
charged with the execution of the present Decree, in so far 
as each is concerned therewith. 

Paris, 23rd April, 1920. 

P. DESCHANEL. 

(Countersigned by the Ministers signing the Report.] 
SCHEDULE A ANNEXED TO DECREE OF 23rd APRIL, 

1920. 
No. in French Articles. 
Customs Tariff. 
ex-1I._-AntImai. PRopvucts. 
ex 18 bis Turtles, dead. 
18 ter Truffled poultry. 
18 quater Goose liver, fresh or salted. 
19 bis Preserved game, in tins, pots, or in pastry. 
19 ter Patés de foie gras, in tins, pots, pastry, or 
other forms. 
26 Ornamental feathers, prepared or mounted ; 
quill pens, raw or prepared. 
ex-III.—Fisu, Etc. 
Products of foreign fisheries, viz. :— 
Oysters, fresh, other than seed oysters. 
Lobsters, fresh. 
Mussels and other shellfish. 
Fine pearls. 


ex-VII-IX.—Fruits anp Cotoniat PRODUCE. 

Forced grapes and fruit; wine grapes and 
grape residues; wine must. 

Pistachio nuts. 

Figs, dried raisins and dates, destined ex- 
clusively for distilling or for the manufac- 
ture of wines. 

Bonbons and candied fruits. 

Chocolate. 

Elderberries and blue and red bilberries. 


ex-XIV.—Various VEGETABLE PRopUCTS. 
Truffles, fresh, dried or pickled. 
Nursery and hothouse plants and shrubs. 
bis Cut flowers. 
ex-XV.—BEVERAGES. | 
Mistelas or must of fresh grapes, fermenta- 
tion of which has been stopped by means of 
alcohol (mutés a l’alcool). 
- 171 Full-bodied wines, including vermouth. 
172 quater Hydromel (mead). 
173 Orange wine. 
173 bis Wines of raisins, dry; and all other fer- 
mented beverages not specified in the Tariff 
(not including ordinary wine, vinegar, 
beer, cider, or perry). 
ex-XVI.—STONES, ETC. 
175 bis Alabaster, carved or otherwise worked. 
» 175 ter Precious stones and scientific stones, cut. 
- 176 Agates and other similar stones, wrought. 
: 176 bis Rock crystal, wrought. 
177 bis Staff and plaster moulding, not coloured. 
177 ter Marbles and balls of stone. 
196 Amber, yellow. 


ex-X XI.—Various CoMPOUNDS. 
31] Perfumed soap and other perfumeries. 
315 Distilled waters. 
330 Blacking (cirages). 
ex-X XIT.—Crramic WARE. . 
> 347 Parian and biscuit porcelain, white 
coloured. 
Artificial teeth of porcelain, enamel, 
similar materials. 
ex-X XIII.—G1LasswaRE. 
Table glass (gobeleterie), of glass or crystal 
(excluding articles for illumination), if 


170 ter 


347 ter 


ex 350 


+This was the Decree which practically abolished the im- 
port prohibitions in force prior to July, 1919, leaving only 
a few articles subject to prohibition (see pages 131-2 of the 
‘‘ Journal ”’ for 24th July. 1919). 
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No. in French Articles. 

Customs Tariff. 
etched, cut or engraved, decorated in gold 
in colour, or otherwise decorated. 

Framed window glass, coloured glass, or other 
glass, enamelled, decorated with litho 
graphic, photographic, or other prints, with 
hand paintings, with letters or with other 
ornaments. 

Spun glass, balls and artificial coral of glass, 

Glass beads and other vitrification in beads, 
pierced or cut. 

Imitation precious stones; glass charms 
coloured or not. 

lowers and ornaments of beads and porce. 
lain; mosaics on paper. 

Wreaths, finished or not, and other articles jpn 
vitrification or porcelain, with or without 
ornaments of metal. 


ex-XXV.—Faprics. 

fabrics of linen, hemp or ramie:— 

Inlaid linoleum. 

Prepared cloth for artists. 

Cioth, mounted or not on frames, for 
studio backgrounds, theatrical scenery, 
panoramas, etc. 

386 Damasked linen for bedding and for fur. 

nishing purposes. 

387 Table linen, damasked. 

390 Hosiery. 

39] Lace and guipure. 

392 Handkerchiefs, embroidered, on hemp or 
ramie fabrics, and other embroideries 
on linen, hemp or ramie fabrics. 

Mixed fabrics of linen, hemp or ramie, the 

linen, hemp or ramie predominating in 

weight. 

100 his Trimmings, ribbons and braid of pure jute. 

403 Fabrics of phormium tenax, abaca, and other 

vegetable fibres not mentioned (in the 
Tariff). 


Cotton Goods. 

Gloves of cotton hosiery. 

All articles, other than gloves, of knitted 
material, if embroidered by hand or by 
machine, or ornamented with lace or trim- 
mings, including stockings and socks, open- 
worked or ‘a grisotte,’’ and_ stockings 
striped lengthways by  figure-weaving 
(‘‘brochage’’). 

Lace, machine-made;  bobbinet-tulle' or 
guipure, in bands or widths, blondes, laces, 
cordons, trimmings, tattings, and generally 
all fancy articles, other than bobbinet-tulle 
for curtains, counterpanes, and real tulle. 

Lace, hand-made. 


ex 351 





385 bis 
385 ter 
385 quater 


393 bis 


420 and 411 


420 bis 
and 411] 
ex 422 and 411 Tulles, properly so-called, embroidered. 
424 and 411 Curtains of muslin, embroidered. 
425 and 411 Curtains of tulle application, of grenadine, 
and of embroidered tulle. | 
Curtains, embroidered on tulle, with seven 
meshes or more per centimetre, called 
“lace curtains,’? embroidered with two 
threads of cotton, one of which is finer than 
the other. 
426 and 411 Muslins, figured or embroidered with 
crochet, for furniture or clothing. 


Woollen Goods. 

Carpets made with knotted or twisted pile, 
of any origin, including imitations thereof. 

Fabrics of pure wool :— 

Hosiery ware of pure wool, viz. :—Gloves; 
and all articles, other than gloves, of 
hosiery material, if embroidered by hand 
or by machine, or ornamented with lace oF 
trimmings. 

Hangings of wool. 

Shawls, broché or figured, other than 
Indian cashmere shawls or knitt 
shawls. 

Fabrics of mixed wool :— : | 
Carpets of wool, mixed with otner 

materials in any proportion. 2 ag 

Hosiery ware, the wool predominating ™ 
weight. (See hosiery ware of pure wool.) 

Other, the wool predominating in weight. 
(See fabrics of pure wool.) 


495 bis 


and 411 ( 


ex 442 


ex 443 


ex 454 bis 
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Articles. 


ex 456 


ey 459 


459 bis 


ex 460 


ex 460 bis 
ex 460 ter 


ez 460 quate i 


ex 460 sexies 


Fabrics of goats’ hair, pure or mixed, manu- 
factured in countries outside Europe, the 
goats’ hair predominating in weight. 


Suk and Artificial Silk. 


Fabrics of silk, floss silk, and all kinds of 
artificial silk : — 

Foulards, crépes, tulle, trimmings, and all 
other fabrics of pure silk, except plain 
gauze for bolting and garniture of bolt- 
ing cloth. 

Pongees, corah, tussore or tussah, woven in 
cloth, twilled or serge stvle, of extra- 
Kuropean origin. 

Lace of silk or floss silk. 

Fabrics and trimmings of floss silk, pure or 
mixed with silk. 

Fabrics of waste floss silk for upholstering, 
weighing more than 250 grammes per sq. 
metre. 

Fabrics of silk or floss silk mixed with other 
textile materials, the silk or floss silk 
predominating in weight. 

Hosiery of silk or floss silk. 

Fabrics, trimmings of silk or joss silk, with 
gold or silver. 

Ribbons of silk or floss silk, pure or mixed 
with other textile materials, the silk or 
floss silk predominating in weight. 

Fabrics of all kinds of artificial silk. 


Made-up Articles. 

Embroideries. 

Clothing and other made-up articles, em- 
broidered or ornamented, and all clothing 
and: made-up articles of linen, natural silk, 
floss silk, or artificial silk :— 

Clothing, underclothing, and _ other 
accessory articles for clothing, of the 
above fabrics, wholly or partly made 
up. 

Cravats, neckties, of all shapes, wholly 
or partly made up. 

Collars and cuffs, shirt fronts and bosoms. 

Sacks of linen or of natural or artificial 
silk, imported empty. 

Other made-up articles. 


460 quing Flags, made-up, of any fabric. 


eg-XXVI.—Parer AND MANUFACTURES OF PAPER. 


ex 461 bis 


Wall paper and borders for wall paper— 
velveted, metalled, stamped, varnished, 
imitation leather. 


461 quater Photographic paper. 


464 ter 


464 quuter 


465 ter 
467 


469 


469 bis 
469 ter 


ex 469 quater 
470 


Cardboard wares (cartonnages), ornamented 


with paintings, — reliefs, stuffs, wood, 
plaited straw, common metals, etc. 
Lincrusta and the like. 
Articles of cardboard or of cellulose with 


painted or inlaid decorations. 

Albums, simply in boards, for pictures, collec- 
tions or drawings, black or in colours. 

Engravings, “facsimiles of engravings, photo- 
engravings, photo-collographs, and the like, 
prints, lithographs, chromos, decalcomania 
pictures on paper in sheets, labels and 
designs of all kinds, including calendars, 
commercial advertisements and interiors of 
albums for photographs, and collections and 
picture postcards. 

Photographs. 

Photo-engravings and the like, in sheets or 
cut into cards, menus, etc. 

Sensitised rolls or bands for cinematographs. 

Printed matter of all kinds, other than those 
above specified, in black or colours. 


ex-XNXVII.-~MANUFACTURES OF SKINS oR LEATHER. 


484 
485 
486 
490) 
49] 


Gloves. 
Articles of fine saddlery. 
Saddles. 
Trunks. 


Moroccoed leather wares (maroquinerte). 


| 
} 
; 
} 
| 
| 


No. in French 
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Articles. 


Customs Tariff. 


ex 


CX 


Cx 


Cx 


CL 
CL 


Cx 


ex 592 bis 


x d49 


491 bis Covers of albums for collections (photographs, 
stamps, postcards, etec.), of leather, wood, 
stuff, plain or ornamental paper, and other. 

Albums for collections (such as of photo- 
graphs, stamps, postcards, etc.). 

Valises, handbags, travelling bags, cases for 
photographic apparatus, for sporting arms, 
tor musical instruments, ete. 

Canes, whips, riding whips, sticks and similar 
articles of leather. 

Body belts of leather, worked. 

Peltries, worked or made-up. 


4Y1 ter 


492 


494 


eée-XXVILL.—Metat Wares. 

Jewellery and goldsmiths’ wares. 

Articles gilt or silvered by various processes. 

Imitation jewellery: clasps, brooches, brace- 
lets, finger rings, buckles, ornamental 
buttons, metal shapes for buttons, chains, 
thimbles, slides, rings (spring or other), 
swivels, purses of meshwork, clasps of all 
kinds, etec., of common metals, with or 
without ornaments of real or imitation 
coral, of vitrifications, mother-of-pearl, 
bone, ivory, tortoiseshell, imitation or real 
pearls, etc., and metallic parts of these 
al ticles. 

Watch and clockmakers’ wares of all kinds, 
including parts, movements, cases, finished 
clocks and watches, chimes, musical boxes, 
chronometers, electrometers, water and gas 
meters, and in general all meters or 
measuring apparatus fitted with clock 
movements. 

Fine cutlery. 

Statues of metal. 

Busks and springs for personal attire, of 
steel, polished, varnished, not covered. 

566 quater Mechanical stoppers, consisting of a white or 
coloured porcelain head and iron or steel 
wire, with or without indiarubber ring and 
separate parts of metal. 


495 
496 
496 bis 


497—509 


551 
562 ter 


568 Household wares and unspecified articles of 
iron, steel or black sheet-iron—in so far 
as— 

Enamelled, decorated, with or without 
gold; marbled or granited, with or 
without gold. 

Printed in one or more colours, with or 
without gold. 

573 Cloisonné enamels. 

“Objets d’art’’ and ornamental wares of 

copper or bronze, including imitations 

(zinc and lead, pure or alloyed). 
ex-XXIX.—Arms, PowbER and AMMUNITION. 

580 Regulation portable arms of war, and arms 
of war employed abroad (rifles and car- 
bines). 

581 Old arms for collections, and arms of all 
descriptions for panoplies; ‘‘armes de 
commerce. 

582 Guns and gun carriages. 

585 Percussion caps for sporting purposes and 
for practice. 

586 Cartridges for war purposes, empty; 
cartridges for rifle clubs; cartridges for 
sporting purposes, empty (with caps or not). 

587 Projectiles, 

589 Fireworks. 

ex-XXX.—FuRNITURE. 

Furniture, other than of bent wood :— 

591 and Chairs and separate parts and pieces there- 

591 bis of, carved, inlaid, with marquetry, de- 

corated with mosaic, ornamented with 

copper, gilt, or lacquered. 

592 Other than chairs, veneered and counter- 


veneered with any kind of wood, separate 
pieces and parts, carved, inlaid, with 
marquetry, decorated with mosaic, orna- 
mented with copper, gilt, or lacquered. 
Other than chairs, massive and separate 
pieces and parts, carved and inlaid, with 
marquetry, decorated with mosaic, orna- 
mented with copper, gilt or lacquered. 
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Articles. 


Customs Tariff. 


593 
593 bis 


594 
594 bis 


Covered furniture of all 
kinds. 

Caned furniture, put together or not, or 
parts of such furniture. 

Beadings and mouldings of wood. 

Frames of wood, of all sizes. 


and upholstered 


XXXII.—MuvusicaL INSTRUMENTS. 


604 
605 


Musical instruments of all kinds. 
Accessories and detached parts of musical 
instruments. 


ea-X XXIII.—SpPARTERIE AND BASKETWARE. 


- 612 


Trimmed hats (chapeliers), of straw, bark, 
esparto, palm fibre, or of other vegetable 
materials. 


ex-X XXIV.—MIsceLLANgeous MANUFACTURES. 


- 614 


x 614 ter 


618 bis 
618 ter 


619 


638 ter 
639 


640 
640 bis 


640 ter 


640 quater 
641 and + 
641 bis | 
642 
643 

ex 644 
644 bis 

ex 645 


Carriages, other than for railways—carriages 
properly so-called. 

Automobile chassis, with or without engine 
and/or body, weighing less than 2,500 
kilogs. ° 

Bodies for automobiles :— 

Weighing 2,500 kilogs or more, destined 
for carrying passengers. 
Weighing less than 9,500 kilogs. 

Carrying frames for chassis, of pressed sheet 
steel, for cars weighing less than 2,500 
kilogs. 

Rims for automobiles of iron or steel, other 
than straight bars. 

Aircraft and detached parts:—Spherical 
balloons; dirigibles with non-rigid en- 
velopes; dirigibles with rigid bodies; aero- 
planes and hydroplanes. 

Vessels and craft, viz. :— 

Pleasure yachts and craft for the river. 
Motor boats with electric or explosion 
motor. 

Rigging and fittings of ships not specially 
mentioned (in the Tariff).—These goods 
are prohibited to be imported when the 
goods with which they are classed for 
Customs purposes are so prohibited. 

Dress shields, braces, garters, stocking or 
sock suspenders, belts, of rubber and gutta- 
percha. 

Silk hats and opera hats. 

Coral, cut, not mounted. 


Wares of real or imitation meerschaum. 


Whale fins, cut and prepared. 

Imitation whalebone made of horn. 

Photographic apparatus. 

Fountain pens, stylographs and detached 
parts. 

Spectacles, eyeglasses, magnifying glasses 
lorgnettes, opera glasses, and field glasses 
of all kinds. 

Smallwares (tabletbrie) of ivory, mother-of.- 
pearl, tortoiseshell, amber and amberoid: 
Combs. 

Billiard balls and counter-sunk beads 
(noyaux) of a greater diameter than 
3 em. 

Keys for keyboard musical instruments. 

Tobacco pipes and stems of native or exotic 
woods, mounted with amberoid, amber, 
ivory, tortoiseshell, or mother-of-pearl. 

Cigar or cigarette holders, with or without 
mountings. 

Other smallwares of these materials. 


Smallwares of other materials. 


Tobacco pipes of wood. 

Fans and hand screens, mounted or not. 
Brushmakers’ wares, fine. 

Paint and other brushes. 

Buttons : — 

Fancy buttons, of common metal, covered 
or not with fabric, gilt, silver-plated, 
oxidised, nickelled, bronzed, enamelled, 
or electro-plated; buttons of jet, deco- 
rated, enamelled, gilt or silver-plated. 

Buttons covered with trimmings, crochet 
lace, or embroidery of any textile 
material. 

Buttons of glass with rims, of moulded 
horn, of buffalo horn, of real horn, of 
celluloid, hardened casein, and other 
similar materials. 








| 


No. in French 
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Articles. 


Customs Tariff, 


647 bis 
648 bis 
649 
660 
651 


651 bis 
CL 652 


Buttons of mother-of-pearl, ivory, tortoise. 
shell or of shells. 
Buttons of precious metal. 

Toymakers’ wares (bimbeloterie) and their 
component parts. 

Busks and springs of steel for corsets ang 
other toilet accessories, fitted with clasps 
and buttons, covered with fabric, skin or 
paper. 

Corsets. 

Mechanical or automatic lighters. 

Human hair, worked up. 

Articles of fashion. 

Artificial flowers, fruit and foliage, even fixed 
to articles other than articles of fashion, 
branches for vases and similar articles for 
decoration and their component parts. 

Plants and flowers, naturalised, sterilised, 
painted, or prepared. 

Umbrellas and parasols of silk. 


SCHEDULE B ANNEXED TO THE DECREE OF 


23rp APRIL, 1920. 


MERCHANDISE, THE IMPORTATION OF WHICH IS SUBJECT 10 
SPECIAL RESTRICTIONS OR PROHIBITIONS ALREADY EXISTING 


ex 16 


174 bis 


197 


ex 466 and | 


ex 466 his 


473 


AND MAINTAINED IN FORCE. 

Meat preserved by refrigerating process, 
Importation effected by the State (Decree 
of 13th June, 1919). The prohtbition will 
be raised- as from 1st June, 1920 (Decree of 
24th February, 1920). 

Wheat, spelt and meslin (grain and flour), 
Importation effected by the State (Decree 
of 13th June, 1919). 

Tobacco in leaves or stalks; manufactured 
tobacco: —cigars, cigarettes, smoking and 
chewing tobacco; tobacco juice (praiss), 
In virtue of the Customs Law, these pro- 
ducts may only be imported on behalf of 
the Régie, save that the importation of 
manufactured tobacco, for the personal 
use of the importer, up to an amount 
of 10 kilogs. per consignee per annum, ts 
allowed, subject to the fulfilment of pre 
seribed conditions and formalities. 

Spirits : — 

Potable spirits. Prohibited. (Decree of 22nd 
December, 1916, Law of 9th July, 1917, and 
Arrété of 5th March, 1918.) 

Spirits, other than potable spirits, imported 
-by manufacturers of full-bodied wines, vine- 
gar, chemical or pharmaceutical products, 
such manufacturers, also for denaturing, 
and other spirits imported for any use with 
a view to re-exportation. Importation is 
subject to the formality of a licence. 
(Decree of 22nd December, 1916, Law of 
9th July, 1917, and Arrété of 5th March, 
1918.) 

Spirits, other than potable spirits, for pur 
poses other than those mentioned in the 
preceding paragraph. Prohibited. (Decree 
of 22nd December, 1916, Law of 9th July, 
1917, Arrété of 5th March, 1918.) 

Liqueurs. Prohibited. (Decree of 22nd 
December, 1916, Law of 9th July, 1917, 
Arrété of 5th March, 1918.) 

Petroleum, schist and other mineral oils for 
illuminating purposes. Importation subject 
to licence. (Decree of 4th December, 1919.) 

Heavy oils and residues of petroleum and 
other mineral oils. Importation subject to 
licence. Decree of 4th December, 1919. 

Saccharine. Prohibited by the Customs Law. 

Compound medicines, not specially mentioned 
(in the Tariff), not specified in an official 
pharmacopeeia. Prohibited by the Customs 
Law. 

Bank notes and all other monetary documents 
of Russian origin. Prohibited. (Decree of 
22nd January, 1919), Venetian notes. Pro- 
hibited. (Decree of 8th January, 1919.) 

Counterfeits of copyrighted books. Prohibited 
by the Customs Law. 

Plaving cards. Prohibited by the Customs 
Late. 

Gunpowder. Prohibited by the Customs Law. 

Percussion caps for war purposes. Prohibited 
by the Customs Taw, 
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No. in French 


Customs Tariff. Articles. 


ex 586 Cartridges for war and sporting purposes, 
full. Prohibited by the Customs Law. 
648 Chemical matches and wood prepared for 


matches. By the Customs Law the impor- 
tation of these goods is reserved to the 
Monopoly. 

ine Colouring materials, chemical, pharmaceutical 
and other products to be supplied by Ger- 
many in virtue of the Peace Treaty (Annex 
VI of the clauses relating to Reparations). 
The importation of these materials and 
products from Germany in excess of the 
specified quantities is subject to licence. 
(Law of 7th November, 1919.) 





GERMANY. 


CHARGE IN RESPECT OF ISSUE OF 
EXPORT LICENCES. 


In a special Supplement to the ‘‘Deutscher Reichsan- 
wiger’’ of 21st April, there was published a Proclamation, 
dated 17th April, issued by the Minister for Economic 
Affairs and the Minister of Finance, in accordance with the 
powers conferred upon them by §9 and $12 of the Export 
Regulations of 8th April. (See pp. 590-591 of last week’s 
issue of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal.’’) 

Under §6 of the Ordinance of 20th December, 1919, con- 
cerning control of export trade, a tax is to be levied, for 
the benefit of the national revenues, on the issue of export 
licences for export-prohibited goods. The present Proclama- 
tion fixes the rates at which this tax is to be levied, ex- 
pressed as different percentages of the value of the goods 
covered by the export licence, as defined in §9 of the 
Regulations of 8th April. 

A translation of the Proclamation of 17th April is sub- 
joined. In the very lengthy schedule annexed to the Pro- 
clamation, exported goods are specified in accordance with the 
elaborate classification adopted for the recording of German 
exports (as set out in the Export Statistical Index), and 
against each separate class of commodity is indicated the 
percentage rate at which the tax contemplated by §6 of the 
Ordinance oY 20th December, 1919 is to be assessed. The 
fixed percentage rates range from 9 to 10, according to the 
class of article concerned. Thus (to quote a few examples 
at random by way of illustration), the tax on leather is 
fixed at 4 or 6 per cent., according to kind; on leather wares, 
6 per cent.; on rubber goods, 2 per cent.; on artificial 
fertilisers, 10 per cent.; on toys, 6 per cent.; on books and 
pictures, 6 per cent. ; on cutlery, 8 per cent.; on machinery 
(for the most part), 6 per cent.; and so forth, 

A copy of the schedule of percentage rates may be in- 
spected by British traders interested in the import of 
German goods, at the Enquiry Room of the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.>; and 
the Department will be prepared to furnish, in response to 
written applications, particulars of the percentage tax 
fixed for any particular class or classes of goods specified by 
the applicant. 

It should be observed that the tax now in question is 
independent of the tax (50 pfennig for each 1,000 marks’ 
value of goods exported) levied in order to cover expenses 
incurred by the German Government in respect of foreign 
trade control. (See §4 of the Ordinance of 20th December, 
1919, and §7 of the Regulations of 8th April, 1920.) It is 
also independent of any special fee which may be charged 
by the licence-issuing offices in order to defray their own 
administrative expenses, in virtue of §5 of the Ordinance 
and §8 of the Regulations. 


MINISTERIAL PROCLAMATION OF 17TH APRIL. 


In conformity with §9 and §12 of the Export Control 
Regulations of 8th April, 1920, in execution of the Ordinance 
respecting Foreign Trade Control of 20th December, 1919, 
the following further regulations are brought into force 
with effect as from Ist May :— 

Art. 1.—The tax will be levied at the rates shown in the 
tariff annexed hereto, and will be assessed on the value (of 
the goods exported) estimated according to §9 of the 
Regulations of 8th April. 

o far as concerns goods which are free from export 
restriction, the tax will become payable only on the promul- 
gation of an export prohibition covering such goods. 

_ Art. 2.—The tax will not be levied in respect of re-exports 
in indirect transit trade. 

Art. 3.—Until further notice the tax will not be levied on 
exports to the Free State of Danzig, the districts of the 














CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
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Saar, Memel, Eupen, and Malmedy, provided that the goods 
exported are destined for consumption in these territories. 

Art. 4.—If articles (a) are exported for exhibition at 
foreign exhibitions and fairs and brought back into Germany 
unsold, or (b) are sent abroad as the result of an order, or 
for sale on commission, or for inspection, or for repair, or 
for temporary use, and are afterwards re-imported, the tax 
is to be repaid on demand, by the office which issued the 
export licence, 

Art. 5.—The tax is to be remitted, on demand, by the 
office which issues the export licence, when articles are im- 
ported from abroad for public exhibition, or for temporary 
use, or for repair, and are then re-exported. 

Art. 6.—This Proclamation comes into force on Ist May, 
1920. 

In cases where the export licence is issued before the date 
in question, export as from Ist July is only permissible on 
the retrospective payment of the tax on the value of the 
goods not exported before lst July, and on proof being 
supplied to the Customs House through which the goods are 
cleared that payment has been made, in conformity with §11 
of the Proclamation of 8th April. 

The licence-issuing office can remit the tax in whole or in 
part even on goods for which an export licence is issued after 
Ist May, 1920, in cases where it is shown that the goods to 
be exported were sold abroad before 1st January, 1920, on 
terms which do not permit the payment of the tax without 
loss, and the transference of the burden to the seller, pro- 
vided that a demand for exemption is submitted to the 
office concerned not later than Ist July, 1920. 

Art. 7.—When the tax is not levied in conformity with 
Articles II, III, V and VI (paragraph 3), the export licence 
is to be endorsed to this effect. 





GERMANY (Occupied Territory.) 





IMPORT REGULATIONS. 


The ‘‘ Deutscher Reichsanzeiger ’’ for 27th April contains 
a Proclamation, dated 24th April, which modifies §2 of 
the Proclamation of 22nd March in the sense that traders 
in the Occupied Territory are to be allowed until 15th May 
in which to submit applications for a declaration that goods 
lying in the Occupied Territory are not subject to confisca- 
tion under §3 of the Ordinance of 16th January, 1917, as 
amended by the Ordinance of 22nd March, 1920. 

The Import Ordinance as amended on 22nd March, 1920 
(see page 525 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ’’ for 15th 
April) took effect in the Occupied Territory on 19th April, 
and from that date, the legislative provisions respecting 
penalties for attempting to effect the importation of import- 
prohibited goods without a licence, or for the infringement 
of the conditions to which the issue of a licence may be 
made subject, became uniform for both occupied and unoc- 
cupied Germany. In the Occupied Territory, however, 
traders may avoid confiscation of goods which were imported 
prior to 6th February, without a licence, by declaring such 
goods (not later than 15th May) to the Reichskommissar’s 
Delegate at Cologne, and submitting proof that importation 
was effected prior to 6th February. The object of suck 
declaration is to obtain an official ‘‘ release certificate.”’ 





NETHERLANDS. 





EXPORT PROHIBITIONS RAISED. 


The Board of Trade have received information from H.M. 
Commercial Secretary at The Hague to the effect that the 
prohibition on the export of the following goods from the 
Netherlands has been temporarily raised : — 


Aluminium and aluminium alloys. 
Blood and blood flour. 

Copper and copper alloys. 
Rattan of all kinds. 

Salt. 

Spices. 

Vinegar. 

Yeast. 

Ducks’ eggs are now allowed to be exported from 
Amsterdam, subject to certain conditions. 

The prohibition on the export of felt hats will be with- 
drawn as from 3lst May; and the Minister of Agriculture 
has announced that the prohibition on the export of pork 
will be withdrawn as soon as the stock of pigs in the 
Netherlands has resumed its normal proportions. 


Quam 
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NORWAY. 
EXPORT OF BUTTER AND CHEESE. 


According to telegraphic information which has been 
received from H.M. Minister at Christiania, the prohibition 
hitherto in force on the exportation of butter and cheese 
from Norway has been cancelled. 











PORTUGAL. 


EXPORT SURTAX ON SARDINES. 

The ‘Diario do Governo’’ (Lisbon) for 8th April contaius 
a Decree (No. 6,519) of the same date, which provides that 
the export surtax on sardines in brine shall be 4 centavos 
per kilog. (including packages), and on pressed or dried 
sardines 8 centavos per kilog. (including packages). 








REPUBLIC OF GEORGIA, 
EXPORT OL 





AFFECTING 
GOODs. 

His Majesty’s Consul at Tiflis has forwarded a translation 
of regulations, recently issued by the Georgian Ministry of 
Supplies, regarding the control of exports from _ the 
Republic. 

Products available for export from Georgia have been 
classified for this purpose into three main groups, the degrec 
of control differing in each case. 

The following goods fall within the first category. Export 
of such goods is, in general, strictly prohibited, but in ex- 
ceptional cases export may be authorised by special decision 
of the Ministry of Supplies. 


Wheat and all other alimentary products, such as grain 
of all kinds, flour and vegetables of all kinds. 

Leather. 

Wooden goods, including furniture and kitchen utensils 
of wood. 

Hay and straw. 

Ceramic materials. 

Cement. 

Glass and giassware. 

Mineral or vegetable products for fuel. 

Chemical materials. 

Metals, and all kinds of metal goods. 

Paper. 

Textile materials and manufactures thereof, such as: 
Cotton and cotton fabrics, cotton wool, sacks, cord, 
imported woollen materials, garments and hosiery. 

Furs of all kinds. 

Arms of all kinds and ammunitien and accessories there- 
for. 


REGULATIONS 


The second category comprises goods which form the sub- 
ject of a State monopoly, 1.e., manganese, silk in cocoons, 
and washed and unwashed wool. 

The purchase and sale within the Republic as well as the 
exportation of ‘‘monopoly”’ goods is reserved to the State or 
is carried out under State control. The rights of exporta- 
tion of manganese have been delegated by the Government 
to a special Company on certain conditions. The export of 
other ‘‘monopoly”’ goods or such surplus as may be available 
for export is carried out under prescribed conditions with 
the object of procuring in exchange merchandise and food- 
stuffs of prime necessity and cheap manufactured goods for 
the peasantry. 


The third category comprises such goods as :— 

Cognac. 

Wood. 

Woollen carpets of all kinds. 

Skins (including sheepskins, goatskins, scraped skins, 
etc.). 

Cottonseed oil. 

Ordinary soap. 

Copper in sheets. 


The exportation of such goods is authorised by means of 
a Certificate of Exportation issued by the Ministry of 
Supplies on condition that an equivalent value of necessary 
goods (such as sugar, flour, grain, low-price manufactures, 
peasants’ boots, medicines, glass, and various agricultural 
machines and implements) are imported. The reputation 
of the firm concerned, the guarantee of an important bank, 
or the preliminary importation of necessary goods, will serve 
as a guarantee that the conditions imposed by the Ministry 
of Supplies will be fulfilled. 











Openings for British Trade- 


[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings” by applying to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, and quoting the specific reference number and 
country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 

Applications for names and addresses fmust be sent to the 


— of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise 
stated. 








BRITISH EMPIRE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 

TENDERS INVITED 
SHIPCHANDLERY.—Tenders are invited by the Corpora- 
tion of Trinity House for the supply of shipchandlery required 
for the year ending 3lst March, 1921. 

Forms of tender, with all necessary information, may be ob- 
tained at Trinity House, Tower Hill, London, E.C.3, between 
the hours of 10.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m. | 

Sealed tenders, on the proper forms, must be addressed to the 
Secretary and delivered at Trinity House, as above. not later 
than 10 a.m. on 17th May, 1920. ? 


I 





AUSTRALIA. 


STATIONERY AND ALLIED LINES.—A firm of agents 
established in Sydney, with branches in Melbourne and Bris- 
bane, whose governmg director is expected in this country 
shortly, desires to get into touch with United Kingdom manv- 
facturers and suppliers of stationery and allied lines, with a 
view to undertaking their representation throughout Australia. 
(Reference No. 631.) 

ENGINES, ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT, MOTOR CARS, 
ETC.—An engineering firm, established in Sydney, desires. to 
get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of steam 
engines, internal combustion engines, machine tools, electrical 
eulpment, and motor cars and accessories, with a view to under- 
taking their representation throughout Australia, on a purchase 
and consignment basis. (Reference No. 632. 

PIECE-GOODS AND TEXTILE SPECIALITIES.—A Bris- 
bane agent wishes to act as representative, on a commission 
basis, for United Kingdom manufacturers and suppliers of soft 
goods in the piece, and of specialities of interest to the textile 
trade. The applicant is of good standing in the trade, and 
has had many years experience in handling all kinds of soft goods. 
His present connections are with the wholesale trade, but he 
would be prepared to work small retail stores if necessary. 
(Reference No. 633.) 

HARDWARE, ELECTRO-PLATE, CUTLERY, ETC.—A 
Melbourne agent desires to secure the representation, for 
Australia, on a commission basis, of United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of hardware, electro-plate, cutlery, engineering requisites, 
etc. The applicant is stated to be a capable and energetid 
representative and claims to have a good connection amongst 
buvers in all the capital cities of Australia. (Reference No. 


634.) 

TEXTILES, FANCY GOODS, GLASSWARE, ETC.—A Mel- 
bourne firm of indentors, importers, and agents, with a branch 
house in Sydney, desire to secure the Australian agencies of 
British manufacturers of textiles, fancy goods, glassware, pianos, 
picture mouldings, mount boards, dry colours, etc. The States 
to be covered are Victoria, New South Wales, South Australia, 
and Tasmania. the two latter being dealt with bv means of 
travellers. The firm claim to have a sound connection amongst 
wholesale and retail buyers. and are prepared to conduct an 
agencies on a commission, indent, purchase, or consignment basis, 
to suit the requirements of their principals. One of the 
directors is shortly visiting this country and will be prepared 
to discuss, upon his arrival. all questions relating fo agencies 
with firms interested. (Reference No. 635.) 

Applications for names and addresses must he sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


TENDERS INVITED. 


TURBINES AND GENERATORS.—H.M. Trade Commissioner 
at Sydney, has forwarded a copy of the specification, general 
conditions, lump sum tender form and drawings in connection 
with a call for tenders by the Department of Public Works, 
New South Wales, for the supply, delivery, and erection at 
Barren Jack Dam. New South Wales, of turbines and generators. 

Sealed tenders, on the proper form wi!l be received up to 
p.m on 3rd August, by the President of the Board, Department 
of Public Works, N.S.W. Tenders must be accompanied by 4 
preliminary deposit calculated according to the following scale :— 
£500 and under £1,000, £10: £1,000 and over, 1 per cent. on 
amount of tender ‘maximum deposit £500). T.ocal representation 
is necessary. 

The above-mentioned copy of specification. etc.. mav be ea 


sulted at the Department of Overseas Trade, Room 60. 99. 








-_ 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1, and at the Enquiry Office, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2. 

TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH MATERIAL. — The 
Imperial Trade Correspondent, Adelaide, has forwarded a copy of 
the specification, conditions of contract, and tender forms in 
connection with a call for tenders by the Deputy Postmaster- 
General, Adelaide, for the supply and delivery of telephone and 
telegraph material (Schedule No. 541). 

Sealed patterns may be seen on application at the Offices of the 
Controller of Siores, Postmaster-General’s Department of the 
several States. 

Sealed tenders, on the proper forms, will be received by the 
Deputy Postmaster-General, Adelaide, up to noon on 23rd June. 
Tenders must be accompanied by a preliminary deposit, based 
01 the following sliding scale:—For amounts up to £500, 2 per 
cent.; for amounts above £500, 2 per cent. for the first £500, 
and 1 per cent. for the amount above £500; minimum deposit £2. 

he above-mentioned copy of specification, etc., may be con 
sulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry Office of the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
E.C. 2, and at Room 59, Old Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1. 

It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited, and this intimation, therefore, will be of use only to 
firms ji agents in the Commonwealth, who can be instructed 
by cable. 


BRITISH INDIA. 

MILL AND GINNING STORES, ENGINEERS’ TOOLS. 
BOILER MOUNTINGS AND FITTINGS, YARNS, ETC.—An 
old-established firm in Bombay, wiih travellers and agencies 
throughout India, desire to be put in touch with United Kingdom 
manufaciurers and shippers ot the following lines:—RMill, and 
ginning stores of all kinds; lubricating oils and greases; textile 
leather goods, such as beiting, picking bands, pickers, etc. ; 
weaving, sizing and finishing materials; engineers’ tools, boiler 
mountings and fittings and yarns. (Reference No. 636.) 

HARDWARE, MILL, GINNING AND RAILWAY STORES, 
ELECTRICAL ACCESSORIES, PROVISIONS, ET'C.—A Bombay 
firm of export and import merchants and commission agenis, 
established eight years, wish to secure the representation of 
United Kingdom manufacturers ot hardware, mill, ginning and 
railway stores, electrical accessories, provisions, wines and spirits, 
glassware, boots and shoes, stalionery, perfumes, toys and 
aye sundries, on a commission basis, in India. (Reference 
No. 





Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

NDUSTRIAL MACHINERY.—The Director of Industries, 
Punjab, Lahore, is desirous of entering into communication with, 
and receiving catalogues and advertisements from, manufacturers 
of machinery necessary for the following industries :— 

Dyeing of cotton, wool and Paper, 


silk, Cardboard, 
Sugar, Wood pulping, 
Brass and copper ware, Glass, 
Tin ware, Furniture and wood work, 
Pottery, Agricultural plant, 
Book binding, Tanned leather, 
Cutlery, Stamped leather, 
Oil extraction, General leather goods, 
Soap, Patent leather: 


Button, 


By this means machinery manufacturers will be put in quick 
communication with probable purchasers in the North of India. 





CANADA. 


LINENS, HANDKERCHIEFS, DRESS GOODS, KNITTED 
GOODS, ETC.—A manufacturing company in Peterborough, 
Ontario, desire to represent United Kingdom suppliers of dress 
goods in wool and cotton, prints, and ginghams, laces and 
embroidery, knitted goods, and kindred lines, on a commission 
basis, for the whole of Canada. (Reference No, 637a.) 

BUILDING AND ROAD CONTRACTORS’ EQUIPMENT, 
AND SUPPLIES, MINING AND METALLURGICAL 
MACHINERY, ETC.—A firm of engineers in Montreal desire 
to represent United Kingdom suppliers of building and road 
contractors’ equipment and supplies, and mining and metallurgical 
machinery. These might be specified as follows :—Stonebreakers, 
hand pumps, tar spraying machines, tar and bitumen boilers, 
crude oil engines, waste oil filters, sprocket chains, hemp and 
wire ropes, high-speed tool steel, etc. The applicants desire to 
tepresent suppliers, on a commission basis, for the Provinces of 
Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince 
Edward Island. (Reference No. 638.) 

HOSIERY, HANDKERCHIEFS, TOWELS, TABLE 
LINENS, ETC.—A manufacturers’ agent in Vancouver desires 
to represent United Kingdom suppliers of women’s _ hosiery, 
handkerchiefs, towels, table linens, etc., on a commission basis, 
“4 aa, orineee of Alberta and British Columbia. (Reference 
0, E 

ELECTRIC LAMPS, HARDWARE SPECIALITIES, ETC. 
~—A firm of wholesale electrical distributors desire to accept a 
purchasing agency for electric lamps, hardware specialities 
(cutlery, aluminium-ware and enamelled ware), and _ electrical 
Specialities (wiring specialities), for the Provinces of Alberta and 
British Columbia. (Reference No. 640 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE —continued. 


FANCY LEATHER GOODS, TOILET ARTICLES, 

GROCERIES, TOYS, IMITATION JEWELLERY, ETC.—A 
manufaciurers’ agent in Toronto desires to represent United 
Kingdom suppliers of fancy leather goods, toilet articles of 
“French ivory and ebony, imitation jewellery, grocery 
speciaities, toys, and allied lines suitable for wholesale drug, 
giocery and fancy goods trades, on a commission basis, for the 
whole of Canada. (Reference No. , 

BLANKETS, UNDERWEAR, HOSIERY, AND FLOOR 
COVERINGS.—A manufacturers’ agent in Winnipeg desires to 
represent United Kingdom suppliers of blankets, underwear, 
hosiery, and floor coverings, on a commission basis for Western 
Canada (Great Lakes to the Pacific Coast). (Reference No. 642.) 

WOOLLENS, PATENTED MEDICINES, PRESERVES, 
ETC.—A firm of commission merchants in Vancouver desire to 
represent United Kingdom suppliers of wovllens, patented 
pharmaceutical products, preserves, etc., on a commission basis, 
tor Western Canada. (Reference No. 643.) 

TIN PLATES.—An important firm of importers, exporters, fish 
and fruit canners, etc., in Vancouver, are desirous of securing 
an agency for tin plates for Western Canada, and also the 
Western United States. The firm are understood to possess 
a well-established sales organisation and to use large quantities of 
tin plates themselves in connection with fish and fruit cannmg. 
(Reterence No. 644. 

CUTLERY.—A manufacturers’ agent in Toronto desires to 
represent as a sales agent in Canada, United Kingdom suppliers 
of cutlery. (Reference No. 645 

CHEMICALS.—A firm of importers and manufacturers’ 
agents in Montreal desire to represent United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of hyposulphite of soda (100 lb. kegs), pea crystals 
of hyposulphite of soda for photographic purposes, naphthaline 
flakes, napthaline balls, Epsom salts (commercial) in 100 lb. bags, 
and sulphide of soda in 400 lb. barrels, on a commission basis 
for the Maritime Provinces and the Provinces of Quebec and 
Ontario. (Reference No. .) 

DRY GOODS, GLOVE LEATHERS, GLOVES, PER- 
FUMES, AND DISINFECTANTS.—A firm of commission 
agents in Montreal desire to represent United Kingdom suppliers 
of dry goods, glove leathers, gloves, fabric gloves, perfumes, 
disinfectants, etc., on a commission basis, for Eastern and 
Western Canada together, or in part. (Reference No. 647.) 

RAINCOATS, HOSIERY, BLANKETS, PIECE-GOODS, 
1TC.—A manufacturers’ agent in Vancouver, desires to repre- 
sent United Kingdom suppliers of gabardine or woollen rain- 
coats, rugs, hosiery, blankets, and piece-goods, on a commision 
basis, for the Provinces of Alberta and British Columbia. (Re- 
ference No. 648.) ; 

STATIONERS’ SUNDRIES.—A firm of wholesale and retail 
stationers in Montreal desire to represent United Kingdom sup- 
pliers of stationers’ sundries, on a commission, sales, or con- 
signment basis, for the whole of Canada. The firm is open 
to handle an exclusive agency for the following :—Ink, drawing 
ink, pen nibs, tracing cloth, paper twines, pencils, lever- 
arch files, playing cards, paper fasteners, golf balls. etc. (Re- 
ference No. 649.) 

JACKETS. FELTS,.WIRES. COPPER ROLLS, KNITTED 
GOODS. ETC.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Montreal 
desire to represent United Kingdom suppliers of couch roll 
jackets, cotton dryer felts, fourdrinier wires, copper rolls for 
paper machines, and all kinds of articles from knitted goods to 
wholesale dry goods, on a commission basis for the whole of 
Canada. (Reference No. 650.) 

DRY GOODS AND SMALLWARES.—A manufacturers’ 
agent in Montreal desires to represent United Kingdom suppliers 
of dry goods (textiles) and smallwares. on a commission or con- 
signment basis, for the Provinces of Quebec and Ontario. (Refer- 
ence No. 651.) 

GROCERY SPECIALITIES AND SHELF HARDWARE.— 
A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Winnipeg desire to represent 
United Kingdom manufacturers of grocery specialities and shelf 
hardware, on a commission basis, in the Provinces of Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan and Alberta. (Reference No. 652.) 

MACHINERY AND STEEL PRODUCTS.—A firm of manu- 
facturers’ agents in Vancouver desire to represent United King- 
dom suppliers of machinery and steel products, on a commission 
or consignment basis, for the Province of British Columbia. 
‘Reference No. 653.) | 

PIG IRON.—An important Canadian firm of iron founders 
desire to receive quotations from United Kingdom firms for 
1,000 tons of foundry pig iron (3 per cent. silicon specified). 


(Reference No. 654.) 








ENQUIRIES AT OFICE OF CANADIAN TRADE 
COMMISSIONER. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2, whence further information 
may be obtained :— 

MARKETS SOUGHT 

HOCKEY STICKS.—A Canadian firm manufacturing hockey 
sticks wish to get into touch with United Kingdom buvers. 

TALC, MAGNFESITE. MAGNESIUM, SULPHATE, ETC.— 
A firm in British Cotumbia. who are in a position to export tale, 
magnesite, magnesium sulphate and carbonate. also sodium 
sulphate and carbonate, wish to ascertain prospects of finding a 
market for these in the United Kingdom. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





NEW ZEALAND. 


HARDWARE, ELECTRICAL GOODS, TYRES, LEATHER 
BAGS, ETC.—An agent, established in Auckland, desires to 
get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of hardware, 
household electrical goods, clocks, field glasses and telescopes, 
accumulators for motor cars, sparking plugs, motor car and 
motor cycle tyres, leather bags and fittings for same, and 3-ply 
veneers, with a view to representing them on a wholesale, com- 
mission, or consignment basis. The enquirer is willing to accept 
agencies for Auckland Province or North Island, or for the 
whole Dominion, as may be required. (Reference No. 655.) 

HOLLOW-WARE, ROOFING MATERIAL, WINDOW 
GLASS, ETC.—The hardware manager of a well-known New 
Zealand firm of importers is at present in this country, with a 
view to making purchases for his firm. The lines in which he 
is particularly interested are hollow-ware (cast iron, enamel and 
aluminium), roofing material, and window glass. The New 
Zealand firm are principally concerned with purchasing for their 
own account, but in certain lines of goods would be open to 
accept agencies. (Reference No. 656.) 





SOUTH AFRICA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

BOILER TUBES, 8 in. PIPING.—The ‘“ Union of South 
Africa Government Gazette ’’ of 1st April, announces that the 
Department of Irrigation, Pretoria, are inviting tenders for the 
supply and delivery of the following :— 

1,050 feet boiler tubes. 
1,000 feet of 8in. piping. 

Sealed tenders will be received by the Chairman of the Union 
Tender Board, Union Buildings, Pretoria, up to 3 p.m. on 2nd 
June. 

Any further particulars may be obtained upon application to 
Director of Irrigation, Pretoria. 


EXTENSION OF TIME FOR TENDERS. 

REFRIGERATING PLANT.—With reference to the notice 
on page 802 of the ‘‘ Journal’ of 25th December iast, relative 
to a call for tenders by the Municipal Council of Johannesburg 
for the supply and delivery of plant for the western extension 
of refrigerating plant, abattoirs, Newtown (Contract No. 
945), it is announced that the time limit in respect of the contract 
has been extended from 26th May to noon on 27th August. 





RHODESIA. 


MINING SUPPLIES.—A business man with long experience of 
Rhodesian trade generally, but partjcularly in the ‘ining 
industry, is at present in this country and desires to secure 
agencies of United Kingdom firms for that market, more particu- 
larly for wire ropes, balata belting, wrought iron engine pulleys, 
gunmetal engine fittings, lubricating oils, bar iron and steel, 
mild steel shafting, engine and pump packings, mining spares, 
drill steel, picks and shovels, disinfectants, etc. (Reference No. 

a 





EGYPT. 


OIL PAINT, BRUSHES, ETC.—A manufacturers’ agent in 
Alexandria is desirous of representing firns for the sale of goods 
to oil paint and brush importers in Egypt. (Keference No. 658.) 

FANCY GOODS, CUTLERY, CHINA, GLASS, ETC.—The 
proprietress of a boarding-house, established in Cairo for many 
years, who is recommended as a good business woman, is shortly 
opening a commission agency in Cairo, and desires to be placed in 
touch with firms interested in the export to Egypt of fancy 

, fancy leather goods, cutlery, china, glass, stationery, and 
articles for household use. (Reference No. 659. 

FOOTWEAR, CARPENTERS’ TOOLS, GLASSWARE, 
ETC.—An importer and commission agent, established in 
Alexandria, with offices in Birmingham, is desirous of entering 
into relations with United Kingdom manufacturers of boots and 
shoes, carpenters’ tools, table glassware, enamelled kitchen 
utensils, hessian, furniture, aniline, caustic soda, and silicate of 
soda. (Reference No. 660.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department. of Overseas Trade. 

TENDERS INVITED. 

PORTLAND CEMENT.—The Egyptian War Department are 
calling for tenders for Portland cement. 

Tenders are returnable on 21st May, and are to remain open 
7 days. 

All particulars may be obtained from Sir A. L. Webb, 
i" Queen Anne’s Chambers, Broadway, Westminster, 





EUROPE. 





BELGIUM. 
GENERAL GOODS, CINEMATUGRAPH FILMS, ETC.).— 


An enquirer at Antwerp desires to secure a general agency, with 
sole selling rights or on commission for United Kingdom firms 
ing in_ general goods, especially cinematograph films. 
(Reference No. 661.) 
Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. 

SCREWS, BOLTS, AND RIVETS.—A firm in Hostivice y 
Prahy are desirous of entering into communication with United 
Kingdom manufacturers of screws, bolts, and rivets. (Reference 
No. 662.) 


a 





GREECE. 

TEXTILES, HARDWARE, PORCELAIN, ETC.—A firm o} 
commission agents at Athens desire to get into touch with British 
firms desiring to export the following goods to Greece :—Cotton 
and woollen piece goods, ready-made clothing, hardware, porce. 
lain, ironmongery, and foodstuffs. (Reference No. 663.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 








NETHERLANDS, 


STEEL SHEETS, BAR IRON, ETC.—An important firm in 
Holland are desirous of receiving quotations from United King. 
dom firms for the supply of the following goods, of which early 
delivery is required :—Tinned steel drying cylinder sheets, 
wrought iron cylinder end plates up to 7 ft. diameter by 4 in, 
thick, round bar iron, and steam and gas piping. (Reference No, 
664 


The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at The Hague 
reports the receipt of the following enquiry :— 

SPORTS COATS, GENERAL HOSIERY, AND BOOTS.—An 
Anglo-Belgian firm of importers and exporters at The Hague 
desire to obtain the agency, for Holland, of British manufacturers 
of sport-coats, and women’s and men’s woollen, cotton, and 
knitted general hosiery. The firm also desire an agency for 
British boot manufacturers willing to make boots in French 
, irae suitable for the Dutch market. (Reference No. 


Applications for names and addresses must. be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





NORWAY. 


ROPES AND TWINES, PIECE-GOODS, LINOLEUM, ETC. 
—A firm established in Bergen and Christiania is desirous of 
representing British manufacturers of the following goods :— 
Ropes and twines, cotton and woollen piece-goods, sailcloth and 
canvas, linoleum, carpets and felts, and lace curtains. (Re 
ference No. . 





PORTUGAL. 

METALS, MACHINERY, CARBIDES.—H.M. Consul-General 
at Lisbon reports that a British agent in that city of good standing 
and with important support, wishes to get into touch with United 
Kingdom exporters of metals, machinery and carbides, with a 
view to representation, on a commission or consignment basis. 
(Reference No. 667.) 





ROUMANIA. 


MEDICAL SUPPLIES, INSTRUMENTS, ETC.—The Con- 
mercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at, Bucharest reports that the 
Frontier Guards of Roumania desire offers, preferably in_the 
French language, from British houses for the following medical 
supplies, instruments, etc. :—Boric acid, pure carbolic acid, 
antipirene, aspirin, quinine sulphate, dermatol, iodine, iodide of 
potash, permanganate of potash, protargol, sulphate of soda, 
bismuth salts, and vaseline; graduated syringes and needles, 
platinum needles, surgeons’ knives with straight metal handles, 
probes, and general surgical instruments; cotton wool, gauze, 
rubber sheeting and bandages. ; 

As the amount of money at the disposal of the Medical staff 
is limited, the quantities to be purchased are not mentioned, as 
these will depend upon the prices quoted. Offers should be 
addressed to: Monsieur le Commandant I Cerna, Corpul 
Greniceri, Boulevard Bratiann (Colt cu Batiste), Bucharest. 





SWITZERLAND. 

LEATHER, BOOTS AND SHOES, BOOTMAKERS'’ ACCES: 
SORIES.—A firm of wholesale dealers and commission agents, 
established at Lausanne, desire to obtain the representation, for 
Switzerland, of British manufacturers of leather, boots and shoes, 
and bootmakers’ accessories. (Reference No. 668.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


AFRICA. 


ALGERIA, MOROCCO, TUNIS, 

TEA, COFFEE, SUGAR, AND GENERAL AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCE.—A commission agent established for 45 years im 
Oran, desires to represent, for the whole of Algeria, Morocco, and 
Tunis, British firms dealing in tea coffee, sugar, and general 
agricultural produce. (Reference No. 669.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent 
Department of Overseas Trade 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE —continued 


nee 





OROCCO. 
Te on mM. ~An old-established British firm in Casablanca 
desire to obtain an agency for a high-class firm ot linoleum 
manufacturers. There is an increasing demand for this article 
in Morocco. (Reference No. 670.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department ot! Overseas Trade. 


NEAR EAST. 


AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A British company, estab- 
lished at Liverpool, with offices throughout Egypt, The Soudan, 
\sia Minor, Syria and Palestine, Mesopotamia, and Cyprus, 
desire to take up agencies for goods suitable for export to these 
(Reference No. 671.) 


a © ——¥—$$ $$$ $$$ re 








countries. 


A commissiofi agent at Beyrout desires to get into touch with 
British importers of wool, apricot stones, and liquorice. (Refer- 
ence No. 672.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


FAR EAST. 








a. TENDERS INVITED. 

KHAKI DRILL.—H.M. Consul-General, Bangkok, reports 
(by telegram) that the Siamese Naval Authorities are calling 
for tenders for the supply and delivery of 150,000 yards of khak{ 
drill in pieces 40 yards long by 27 to 28 inches wide. 

Tenders will close lst July. , 7 | 

Tenders must be accompanied by samples, and British firms 
should state the date of delivery. 


‘UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


ra 








=— 
UNITED STATES, LATIN AMERICA, ETC. 
TEXTILES, LEATHER GOODS, FOODSTUFFS, LIQUORS, 
STATIONERY, ETC.—A South American business man, at 
present in New York, is about to start on a tour through the 
United States of America, Canada, Japan, China, and all the 
South-American Republics. He is acting as representative ol 
several British concerns, and wishes to make further arrangements 
with United Kingdom firms for their representation, on com- 
mission, in the following articles :— | 
Textiles, including cotton and woollen piece-goods, lace, 
hosiery, haberdashery, carpets, linoleum and floorcloth, clothing 
(men’s and women’s), jute, flax and hemp manutactures,. 
Teather Goods, such as saddlery, harness, boots, shoes, bags 
and fancy goods. . 
Foodstuffs and Liquors, including whiskies, chocolate and 
sugar confectionery. 
Stationery of all kinds. 
Soap of every description. 
Jewellery of every description. 
Novelties of everv kind (pins, needles, etc.). 
The applicant. is also willing to assist large importers cf raw 
products or manufactured articles from the countries he intends 
to visit. 





LATIN AMERICA. 





BRAZIL. 

INSURANCE.—H.M. Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro reports 
that a firm of shipping agents and general merchants in that city 
is desirous of obtaining an agency for a British marine and 
fre insurance company. (Reference No. 674.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

TENDERS INVITED. 

CONSTRUCTION OF PORT AND STATE REVENUE 
OFFICES.—The Department of Public Works are inviting ten- 
ders for the construction of the building for the Port and State 
Revenue Offices of Porto Alegre, on the Rua das Flores. the 
estimate being 887,916 milreis (£66,000 at current exchange). The 
cost of the foundations are not. included in the estimate; they 
wili be constructed by the Administration. 

Sealed tenders, which will be received at the Public Works 
Department, Porto Alegre, up to 15th June, must. be accompanied 
by the voucher of a deposit of 17,758.320 milreis (£1,332 at 
current exchange), paid into the State Treasury, or 2 per cent. 
of the value of the official estimate, in order to guarantee the 
signing and execution of the contract. 

Competitors should state the amount for which they are pre- 
pared to do the work ‘en bloc,’’ and the time for commencing 
and finishing the work. Competitors will be subject to the con- 
ditions of Chapter 3 of the General Regulations, which were 
'ssued with Decree No. 2432 of 14th June. 1919. 

Further particulars may be obtained on application to the 
Department. Public Works, Porto Alegre. 














OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE —continued. 





CU BA, 


BUILDING MATERIAL, HARDWARE, AGRICULTURAL 
IMPLEMENTS, PROVISIONS, ETC.—The Commercial Secre- 
tary to H.M. Legation at Havana reports that a British com- 
mission agent, resident in Camagiiey, is desirous of representing 
United Kingdom manufacturers for the sale of the following 
classes of goods in eastern and/or central Cuba :—Building 
material in general, hardware, crockery, agricultural implements, 
barbed wire, gas engines, pumps, jams and preserves, bottled 
beer, biscuits, and confectionery. 

The applicant, who has resided in eastern Cuba for many 
years, claims to be well acquainted with many importers, and to 
have connections with leading sugar mills. (Reference No. 675.) 

CRUDE OIL ENGINES, STEEL SUGAR-CANE CARS, 
ETC.—An important firm in Havana, dealing in machinery and 
accessories, wish to get into touch with United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of crude oil engines, steel sugar-cane cars, and other 
material for railroads, and corrugated asbestos sheets, with a 
view to representation, on a commission or sales basis. The firm 
also wish to represent a British fire insurance company. (Refer- 


ence No. 676.) 





MEXICO. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC MATERIALS.—The British Vice-Consul, 
Guadalajara, reports that a merchant in that town desires to 
secure samples of British photographic plates and photographic 
chemicals and films. The applicant dealt largely in these goods 
before the war and desires to resume business therein. (Refer- 
ence No. 677.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





PERU, 

MOTOR-CARS ; TYPEWRITERS.—A yousyg ana vnuergetic 
commission agent, already holding agencies for pianos, adding 
machines, etc., desires to obtain an agency for a cheap British 
motor-car, about £500 c.i.f. Callao, and also for a British type- 
writer. (Reference No. 678.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


_  — 


Govern ment Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT SECTION. 


ALTERATIONS TO THE EXPORT 
PROHIBITED LIST. 

The Board of Trade (Licensing Section) announce that as 
from 6th May, 1920, the following have been removed from 
List ‘‘A’’ of Prohibited Exports :— 

Cod liver oil and preparations containing cod liver oil. 
(Juinine sulphate. 














POSTAL SECTION. 
PARCET WITH ITALY 
BEYOND. 

The Postmaster-General gives notice that the Parcel Post 
services from the United Kingdom to Italy, Benadir, 
Krithrea, Libya, Rhodes, and to Greece via Italy, which 
were temporarily suspended in consequence of transport 
difficulties abroad, have now been resumed. 


POST AND 


POSTAL RATE FOR PALESTINE. 

The Postmaster-General announces that the correct rate 
of postage for letters for Palestine is 23d. for the first 
ounce, and not 13d. as for British destinations. About one 
letter in every five is being posted short-paid and is being 
surcharged on delivery. 





FOOD SECTION. 
GOVERNMENT CHEESE DELIVERIES. 


With reference to the decision announced in the press 
that the Government has decided to discontinue the pur- 
chase of cheese, the Food Controller desires the trade to 
know that approximately 42,000 tons of cheese are still to 
arrive under old contracts made by the Ministry. This 
cheese will be arriving gradually throughout the remainder 
of this vear, and will be distributed by the Ministry under 
the Imported Cheese Distribution Scheme for. sale subject 
to the maximum retail price fixed for Government. Cheese. 

Ti is estimated that stocks on hand and expected arrivals 
will he sufficient to enable a monthly distribution of 50 per 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—ceontinued. 





cent. of importers’ applications to be maintained until and 
inclusive of the month of January next year. 
FLOUR AND BREAD (PRICES) ORDER, 1920. 
Pursuant to Clause 3 of the Flour and Bread (Prices) 
Order, 1920, the Flour Mills Control Committee hereby 
prescribes as follows: — 
That on and after Monday, 10th May, the permitted 
charge for cotton bags holding 224 lb. or more shall be 
3s. 9d. per bag. 


GENERAL SECTION. 
HAY (RETURNS) ORDER REVOKED. 


The Board of Trade announce that the Hay (Returns) 
Order, 1919, has been revoked as from 5th April, 1920. 
Persons who are required by the Order to make returns are 
not relieved by this revocation of their obligations to make 
returns for the month of March, 1920, or for any previous 
month. 











NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY ACT: 
LICENCES, 

Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section 1, Sub- 
section 7, of the Non-lerrous Metal Industry Act, 19138 
(7 and 8 George 5, Ch. 67), and No. 11 of the Statutory 
Rules and Orders No, 265 of 1918 (Non-Ferrous Metal 
Industry) that licences under the Non-Ferrous Industry 
Act have been granted by the Board of Trade to 
the undermentioned companies, firms, or individuals : — 
Cawson, Gustave, trading as Marchant and Co., 14-15, Broad 

Street Avenue, E.C. 2. 

Klmores Metal Company, Ltd., Finsbury House, Blomfield 

Street, E.C. 2. 

Harrison, J. and Co., 62, Berners Street, Oxford St., W. 1. 
Hitchcock, Lloyd and Co., Inc., 77a, Queen Victoria Street, 

E.C. 4. 

Jones, William Thomas, trading as IE. L. Forester and Co., 

Llovds Bank Chambers, Swansea. 

Lewisohn Bros., 38, Mincing Lane, E.C. 3. 

Mason, Alfred Edwin, 19, Eastcheap, E.C. 3. 

Rintoul, Jameson and Co., 57, Oswald Street, Glasgow. 

Smith, Herbert, trading as H. Smith and Co.. 54, Victoria 
Street, Sheffield. 

Thomas, David Maurice, Moreb, Burry Port. 





LITERARY AND ARTISTIC 

COPYRIGHTS. 

An Order-in-Council, dated 26th April, under the Copy- 
right Act, 1911, extends the protection of that Act to 
literary and artistic works made or first published in Poland 
in the following terms :— 

The Principal Order shall extend to Poland as if that 
country were amongst the Foreign Countries of the Copy- 
right Union therein named, subject to the following modifi- 
cations : — 

(a) The provisions of Article 2, proviso (iii) (a) shall 
apply as it Poland were included amongst the 
Foreign Countries named in those provisions. 

(b) In the application of the provisions of Article 3 of 
the Principal Order to works of which the country 
of origin is Poland, the date of this Order shall 
be substituted for the Commencement of the 
Act and for the Commencement of the Principal 
Order. 

(c) in the application to such works of Sections 1 (2) 
(d) and 19 of the Copyright Act, 1911, the date 
of this Order shall be substituted for the Com- 
mencement of the Act in Section 19 (7) and 19 
(8) wherever that expression occurs, and the 28th 
January, 1920, for the passing of the Act. 

(c) In the application to such works of Sections 1 (2) 
(d) Section 24 of the Copyright Act, 1911, the 
date of this Order shall be substituted for the 
Commencement of the Act wherever that expres- 
sion occurs in Sub-section 1 (a) and for the 26th 
July, 1910, in Sub-section 1 (b). 


POLISH 


oe 


PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACTS, 1907 AND 1919. 

The following Order has been issued by the Board of 
Trade : — 

Whereas Section 8 of the Patents and Designs Act, 1919 
(9 and 10 Geo. 5, Ch. 80), which was passed on the 28rd day 
of December, 1919. provides that the Section therein con- 
tained shall be substituted for Section 29 of the Patents 
and Designs Act, 1997 (7 Edw. 7. Ch. 29) (hereinafter re- 


ferred to as the principal Act); 
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And whereas Section 15 of the Patents and Designs Act, E 
1919 (9 and 10 Geo. 5, Ch. 80), provides that the Section 7 
therein contained shall be inserted after Section 58 of the © 
principal Act; 5 

And whereas Section 22 of the Patents and Designs Act, 7 
1919 (9 and 10 Geo. 5, Ch. 80) provides, inter alia, ag ~ 
follows :— =| 

“The provisions of this Act relating to the terms on™ 
which an invention or registered design can be made, 
used or exercised by or on behalf of a Government” 
department, shall not come into operation until such 
time as may be fixed by order of the Board of Trade”; ~ 

And whereas the Board of Trade on the 21st day of © 
January, 1920, made an order (S.R. and O. 1920, No. 59) 
directing that Section 29 (3) of the principal Act, as amended ~ 
by Section 8 of the Patents and Designs Act, 1919 (9 and ~ 
10 Geo. 5, Ch. 80), should come into operation on the 2st” 
dav of January, 1920; “7 

Now, therefore, the Board of Trade do hereby order that 
Section 29 (1) (2) and (4) of the principal Act, as amended 
by Section 8 of the Patents and Designs Act, 1919 (9 and 
10 Geo. 5, Ch. 80), and Section 15 of the Patents and 
Designs Act, 1919 (9 and 10 Geo. 5, Ch. 80), shall come inte 
operation on twenty-third day of April, 1920. 

Dated this twenty-third dav of April, 1920. 

R. S. Horne, 
President of the Board of Trade, 


— 
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Commercial Returns, 


COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
THE WEEKLY RETURNS. 
feturn of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week 
and 18 weeks ended 29th April, 1920:— 








ee ee 


Week /| 18 Weeks Week | 18 Weeks 
_ ended | ended ended | ended 
29th April, 29th April, | 29th April, |29th*April, 
1920.'| 19290. | 1920. | 1920. 


| 





| 
IMPO!RTS. Exr/orts. 
| 





Bales. Bales. Bales. | Bales. 
American .. - 62,980 1,630,676 2,370 | 56,036 | 
Brazilian 5,630 | 58,456 — | 2,533 | 
East Indian 2,962 66,656 | 1,553 35,131} 
Egyptian .. a — | 235,042 | 4,063 120,841 | 
Miscellaneous ” 1,307*| 131,760f | 596 10,308 | 


Total .. 72,879 | 2,129,590 8,582 | 224,848 





| 
| 
| 


———— 


* Including 394 bales British West Indian. ia 
+ Including 4.130 bales British West Indian, 3,120 bales British 
West African, 11.721 bales British East African, and 1,639 bales 


Fore} gn East A frican. 


CORN PRICES. 

SraTeEMENT showing the Average Price of British Corn per 
Quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the 
Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 1st May, 1920, 
pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882 :— 





——— <x 





Average Price. 
Wheat. Barley, Oats. 








8, 
Week ended Ist May, 1920... ¢ 2 
Corresponding week in— 
1913... i ea 


d. a | s, 4. 
9 | & 


1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 


bo Ot =F 3 Or bdo 
cme 
IF CSORoe 





* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns 
of purchases of Britis) corn are made to vase local inspector of Corn 
Returns in any other measure than the imperial bushel or by weight oF 
by a weighed measure, that officer shall convert such returns into the 
imperial bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty imperial pounds for every 
bushel of wheat, fifty imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, and 
thirty-nine imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


_— 
—— 
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